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Stables,  Kate 


The  Marx  Bros.;  Illustrated;  London,  Bison  Books  Ltd; 

(1992,  Publishers)  80p. 

Poorly  proof-read,  but  reasonably  well  written,  this  sketch 
of  the  Marx  Brothers  is  reasonably  adequate  for  recollection  of 
their  amusing  movies,  and  also  gives  information  about  their  stage 
and  radio  work.  It  is,  however,  mainly  a picture  book  and  does 
not  pretend  to  in  depth  biography. 
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3 table  ford,  Brian  M. 


To  Challenge  Chaos;  Nev\/  York,  Daw  Books,  Inc.  (1972, 
Stableford)  (UQ  1007-095)  160  p. 

Beginning:  This  is  the  story  of  lulius  Watehgod^s  last 

cargo — of  Craig  Star  Gazer,  of  Srnst  Nimrod,  of  tTohn  Wrath, 
of  Donna  Teredo,  of  i^arc  Coldf lame , of  Gray  Gay  Storm,  of 
Dark  Aura,  and  of  Watchgod  himself. 

It  is  a fantastre  extravaganza,  a black  melodrama,  a 
mocking  comedy,  and  a vicious  tragedy. 

Now  read  it  if  you  want  to.  YouWe  been  warned. 

The  above  is  quoted  from  the  beginning  of  the  book.  It 
portrays  Y/a  tchgod  as  Charon  carrying  a group  of  shades  into 
the  afterlife  which  is  represented  as  the  Blackside  of  Chaos 
X an  ultrauniverse  Y/here  the  lav;s  of  physics  no  longer  operate. 
One  might  see  it  as  similar  to  the  mysterious  room  in  ’’The 
Blind  Spot”  constituting  the  door  between  life  and  death. 

Storm  considers  himself  the  son  of  Fury  v;ho  rules  the 
planet  in  ultra,  but  is  repudiated  by  Fury.  Fach  of  the  other 
characters  is  in  search  of  the  ansv/er  to  his  own  fate,  and  is 
fulfilled  or  defeated  by  his  encounters  in  ultra.  There  are 
graphic  descriptions,  particularly  of  storms,  and  the  writing 
is  competent  but  careless.  The  author  apparently  visualized 
only  vaguely  his  purpose  in  writing  the  book,  and  although  he 
succeeds  in  conveying  the  mood  of  chaos  and  the  v/orking  out 
of  destiny,  he  cannot  create  any  sympathy  in  the  reader  for 
his  characters,  who  are  only  vaguely  human  types. 

I consider  this  a careless  performance,  by  a v/riter  who 
seems  capable  of  something  outstanding. 
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3t.  Anbeck,  Roland  (pseud,  of  Roland  Stanley  Beck) 

The  Flask  of  Love  and  Other  Fcens;  Vancouver  a B.  G,, 

The  Sun  Publishing  Company  Limited,  1926  (.irrapa)  olp. 

(Illustrated  by  Robert  Stew&rt)  - 

These  are  fantastic  and  philosophical  poems,  carefully 
ezecutod,  oioarly  expressed,  and  covering  a wide  range  of 
thought. 

Elemental  spirits,  reincarna tion,  the  nature  of  reality, 
the  relationship  of  God  to  'nan,  and  other  themes  are  deftly 
presented. 

I seldom  read  poetry,  finding  much  of  it  obscure  aid  of 
little-  appeal.  This,  however,  is  a volume  I' can  reconrend  to 
any  lover  cf  fantasy  and  science  fiction.  Most  of  the'  ideas 
dealt  with  are  those  which  preoccupy  fjintasy  fans,  and  they - 
can  identify  strongly  \fith  the  author. 


Stanford,  Derek  (Editor) 


Poetry  Anthology. 


The  Body  of  Love:  An  Anthology  of  Erotic  Ver^e  from 
Chaucer  to  Lawrence;  London,  Anthony  Blond  Ltd.,  n.d.;  Il- 
lustrated 236p. 

I seldom  read  poetry;  this  anthology  provides  a sample 
of  various  classic  authors,  and  I am  not  qiire  that  it  is 
representative  of  their  best  work.  Most  of  the  physical  and 
erotic  aspects  of  love  are  expressed  in  veiled  terms  because 
of  the  taboo  on  explicit  language,  and  I found  this  somewhat 
boring  while  reading  the  book  continuously  over  a period  of 
three  days,  only  newspaper  reading  intervening. 

'^wift  is  alone  in  dec-cribing  the  unpleasant  aspects  of 
female  hygiene  (or  lack  of  it).  Romantic  or  realistic,  the 
expression  of  sensation  is  curbed  by  the  groping  for  artistic 
imagery , 

I doubt  if  there  is  anything  in  thi*^  volume  which  would 
encourage  me  to  refer  to  it. 


WHERE  DO  YOU  STAND? 


A 


A new  report  from  Nightingale-Conant  Corporation  that  entails  a quick  self-analysis 
of  \^ere  you  are  now . . . of  where  you  would  like  to  be . . . plus  some  ideas  that 
could  bring  a lot  more  interest,  excitement,  joy  - and,  yes,  a good  deal  more  money 
into  your  life. 


KH 

NIGHTINGALE-CONANT  CORPORATION 
Great  Ideas  for  Successful  Living 
World’s  Largest  Producer  of  Audiocassette  Programs 
1100  Birchmount  Road  • Scarborough,  Ontario  MIK  5H9 


Stanton,  Coralie  and  Hosken,  Heath 

The  Dog  Star:  A Novel;  London,  etc.,  Cassell  and  Company, 
Ltd.,  1913  (August,  reprint,  October)  359p. 

The  preposterous  contradictions  between  the  allegations  of 
characters  and  their  actions  should  have  made  this  novel  unpub- 
lishable, yet  it  was  reprinted.  The  events  of  the  plot  are  not 
credible  and  the  characters  are  so  inconsistent  that  the  whole 
book  leaves  the  reader  disbelieving. 

My  only  reason  for  finishing  the  book  is  that  I have  a vague 
notion  that  these  authors  were  represented  in  the  Munsy  magazines 
and  the  title  suggested  science  fiction.  A waste  of  time. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
September  19,  2003 
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Stanton,  Coralie  and  Hosken,  Heath 

The  Oldest  Land;  London,  Faber  and  Gwyer  (1926)  276p. 

The  dust  jacket  blurb  says  in  part:  the  strange  powers  of 

black  magic  contribute  to  the  story’s  tragic  climax.  Despite  my 
just  having  read  wuth  disgust  the  authors’  The  Dog  Star,  I read 
this  book  carefully  and  the  so-called  black  magic  is  merely  sug- 
gested as  a part  of  the  influence  of  a deranged  character,  not  as 
r eal . 


This  book  might  have  been  considered  as  a love  story,  but  as 
in  the  other  novel,  the  characters  and  their  actions  are  incon- 
sistent and  the  story  unbelievable.  Another  waste  of  time. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
September  19,  2003 


CUSTOMER 

CENTRE 


MANITOBA 


Stanton,  Elaine 


Divorcee  A Go-Go;  Los  Angeles,  Holloway  House  Publishing 
Go.  (1968)  312n. 

This  is  the  autobiography  of  a divorcee  after  she  has 
freed  herself  from  an  alcoholic  husband  and  is  left  with  her 
two  children,  teen-aged  boy  and  girl.  She  works  for  a booking 
office,  is  highly  sexed,  and  her  spare  time  is  spent  looking 
for  a compatible  man.  Her  adventures  and  problems  are  frankly 
presented,  and  she  seems  to  be  an  honest  woman  v;ith  her  own 
standards,  accepting  responsibility  for  her  actions. 

This  book  is  well-written,  and  worth  keeping.  3he  reads 
science  fiction  and  is  Interes ted  in  ESP,  had  only  one  experi- 
ence in  the  latter,  and  apparently  was  not  aware  of  fandom. 


^tanwood,  Brookq 

'The  Glow;  New  York,  Fawcett  Creqt  (#24333),  (1980), 
(1979,  author)  320p. 

Thlq  a formula  fanta^jy  horror  novel  qimilar  to  '^teve 
George  * q. 

A young  couple  looking  for  a better  apartment  in  New 
York  are  provided  with  a bargain  in  a block  managed  by  a 
group  of  apparently  ’fiftieq  people  who  are  devoted  to  flog- 
ging and  health  promotion  in  diet,  abqtemiouq  in  drinking  or 
qmoking.  Encouraged  to  join  them  in  thic?  program,  they  find 
themqelveq  improving  in  fitneqq.  The  wife-'doe^  not  aim  high 
until  qhe  iq  made  jealouq  by  the  attentionq  to  her  husband 
of  a beautiful  woman  Jogger  apparently  in  her  thirties. 

A qerieq  of  minor  incidentq  warn  the  wife  of  dangerq, 
culminating  in  an  accident  which  cauc!eq  her  a miqcarriage. 
The  di c?appearance  of  two  young  couple q from  the  block  cauqeq 
further  anxiety,  they  become  diqenchanted  with  the  health 
program  and  the  attentionq  of  the  Joggerq,  and  decide  to  go 
to  another  home,  but  are  drugged  and  informed  that  they  are 
to  be  qacrificed  and  their  ^^Glow”  blood  u^^ed  to  prolong  the 
liveq  of  the  Joggerq,  all  of  whom  are  actually  in  ttheir 
eightieq  except  the  ^iren  who  iq  qixty. 

An  an thropologic-t  in  the  group  had  learned  from  primi- 
tive people  the  method  of  prolonging  life,  and  <=!elected  the 
young  coupleq  aq  tenantq  in  the  block  who  were  without  any 
immediate  familieq  who  might  miqq  them  when  they  were  «^acri- 
ficed.  The  book  endq  with  their  loqing  their  liveq. 

Well  written,  but  predictable,  thi<?  formula  horror 
novel  haq  nothing  of  permanent  value  to  warrant  re-reading. 
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Stapledon,  V/.  Olaf , II.A.  , Ph.D. 

A I'lodern  Thoory  of  Ethics:  A'  Study  of  the  delations  of 
Ethics  and  Psychology;  New  York,  E.  P.  Dutton  and  Company, 
Inc.,  no  date;  (Preface  dated  January,  1929);  Index;  277p. 

This  book,  borrowed  from  the  University  of  I'anitoba  Jun- 
ior Library  by  tTason  Pascoe,  I have  as  of  this  date  (7-17-76) 
read  only  to  page  158,  As  Jason  may  wish  to  take  the  book  if 
he  calls  to  see  me  this  afternoon,  I am  simply  summarizing  my 
thoughts  so  faro  ’ 

Higjily  techmical  in  nature,  Stapledon  intends  the  book 
for  professional  philosophers  or  psychologists,  In  it  he  tries 
to  criticize  and  sumraarize  current  theories  of  the  nature  of 
good  in  terms  of  the  moral,  the  instinctual,  the  ideal,  and 
the  mechanistic  bases,  and  to  explain  the  apparent  inconsis- 
tencies of  individual  activities. 

I am  not  sufficiently  well-educated  in  the  elementary 
principles  of  either  psychology  or  philosophy  to  feel  that  I 
can  benefit  greatly  from  the  book.  In  fact,  the  existence  of 
so  many  theories  of  the  nature  of  ethical  behavior  indicates 
to  me  that  the  v;hole  problem  may  end  in  metaphysics  and  be 
unsolvable,  Stapledon  tries  to  be  lof^ical  in  his  reasoning, 
but  he  is  dealing  in  imponderables,  and  I do  not  think  that 
enough  is  known  concerning  the  nature  of  the  mind  to  enable 
anyone  to  be  sure  of  achieving  the  correct  view  of  ethical 
behavior, 

I shall  finish  reading  the  book  if  Jason  does  not  take 
itaway  today,  but  I do  not  expect  to  be  any  the  wiser  for 
having  read  it, 

(7-19-76)  I finished  the  book.  The  final  chapters  are 
speculative,  and  involve  the  mystical  experience  which  Staple- 
don terms  ecstasy.  lie  admits  the  difficulties  of  fitting  the 
experience  into  the  framev/ork  of  his  theory,  so  extends  it  by 
postulating  the  universe  to  be  an  organism  whose  perfection  is 
apprehended  by  the -ecsta tic . He  accepts  the  reality  of  the 
experience,  but  says  that  its  nature  is  almost  incommunicable 
to  those  who  have  not  had  it,  though  it  confirms  his  view  that 
ethical  conduct  is  the  individual  striving  to  contribute  his 
best  to  society  and  the  universe. 

On  page  267,  Stapledon  admits  the  possibility  of  things 
existing  eternally,  'hJot  that  they  are  contemporaneous  and 
everlasting,  for  temporally  the  one  follows  the  other;  but 
that  in  the  supra  temporal  view  events  of  different  date  are 
actually  equal.  That  which  temporally  appears  as  victory  af- 
ter striving,  is  supra  temporally  an  eternal  factor;  and  it  is 
supported  by  another  eternal  factor,  which  temporally  anpears 
as  the  process  of  effort.'* 

To  me  the  most  interesting  passages  refer  to  Joan  of  Arc, 
determinism  and  freewill,  and  ecstasy.  The  book  may  possibly 
be  important  in  its  particular  field  of  philosophy. 
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staple  don,  Olaf 

To  the  End  of  Time;  V/ith  a New  Introduction  by  Curtis  C, 


Smith;  Boston,  Gregg  Press,  1975  775p. 

Contents 

The  Vision  of  Olaf  Stapledon  by  Basil  Davenport  vii 

Last  and  First  Men  1 

Star  Maker  ^ 221 

Odd  John  ' 413 

Sirius  571  ' 

The  Flames  ' 723 


Having  obtained  this  book  from  Witter  for  Jason  Pascoe, 

I have  had  time  only  to  read  the  introductory  material,  which 
appears  to  me  to  be  the  work  of  men  thoroughly  competent  by 
their  reading  of  Stapledon  to  express  their  opinions  of  it. 

From  the  viewpoint  of  a completist,  it  is  unfortunate 
that  early  parts  of  Last  and  First  Men  have  been  deleted,  as 
in  the  original  edition  of  this  book,  v/hich  was  published  by 
Funk  and  Wagnalls  Company  in  1953.  Apart  from  this  comment, 
however,  the  book  is  an  excellent  presentation  of  Stapledon* s 
science  fiction,  in  a durable  format,  though  the  price  of 
|35.00  is  excessive. 
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Starker,  Steven  (Ph.  D.) 


Fantastic  Thought:  all  about  dreams,  daydream^s,  hallucina- 
tions, and  hypnosis;  Englewood  Cliffs,  New  Jersey,  (1982,  author) 
References;  Index  170p. 

Although  highly  technical  and  devoted  to  experimental  dream 
and  fantasy  exploration,  this  book  summarizes  many  approaches  to 
the  effects  of  visualizing  in  understanding  insanity  and  normal 
streams  of  consciousness.  This  book  supports  earlier  research 
into  the  advantages  of  imagining  procedures  and  goals  in  addition 
to  physical  exercises. 

This  confirms  the  power  of  the  unconscious  to  influence  the 
health  of  both  body  and  mind.  Educating  the  imagination  can  help 
bring  about  changes  in  thinking. 

Although  much  of  the  text  deals  with  Freud's  dream  theories, 
they  are  critically  examined  before  acceptance. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  13,  2000 
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•^tark*^,  Richard 


The  Brood:  The  Ultimate  Experience  in  Inner  Terror; 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Virgo  Preq«^  (#920528),  (1979,  David  Cron- 
enberg and  Richard  "*tarkq)  191p, 

Entitled  "David  Cronenberg’ q The  Brood",  it  iq  not  clear 
to  me  whether  thiq  iq  a novelized  verqion  of  the  movie  or  the 
qtory  on  which  the  movie  waq  baqed. 

Believing  that  hiq  wife,  under  pqychiatric  treatment  in 
a private  qanitarium,  ha!^  beaten  their  daughter,  Erank  Car- 
ve th  trieq  to  nullify  an  agreement  that  hi^;  wife  may  qee  the 
child,  but  iq  fruqtrated  by  her  pqychiatriqt  who  icjuqing  an 
unuqual  method  of  treatment.  The  qtory  indicateq  that  thiq 
treatment  involves  the  creation  of  entities  (the  Brood)  which 
have  actually  done  the  beating,  and  which  threaten  everyone. 
Theqe  are  dwarfed  monstrosities,  childlike  but  malign. 

I was  reminded  of  Steve’s  Brain  Child,  and  I wonder  if 
he  was  influenced  by  either  this  book  or  the  movie. 

Although  fairly  well  written,  this  is  commercial  horror 
fiction  of  little  importance. 

Although  I am  filing  this  note  as  Canadian  fiction,  I 
do  not  know  whether  '^tarks  is  a Canadian  writer. 
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Starrett,  Vincent 


Best  Loved  Books  of  the  Twentieth  Gentnry;  New  York, 
Bantam  Books  #1402  (1,955)  137p. 

First  published  in  19  54  in  the  (Thioa^o  Tribune , these 
articles  indicate  very  well  the  particular  type  of  appeal  to 
the  reading  public  which  made  them  popular  or  important.  Of 
the  52  books  described,  I have  48,  but  have  read  only  6;  and 
all  4 of  the  books  I do  not  have  are  verse. 

It  seems  to  me,  after  reading  this  boo]^,  that  the  list 
represents  a pretty  good  cross-section  of  fiction  in  the 
first  half  of  this  century;  5 of  the  books  are  in  the  fantasy 
field,  and  there  is  some  fantasy  in  several  of  the  others; 
more  than  half  of  the  authors  have  written  in  the  fantasy 
field.  The  fact  that  I have  so  many  of  the  books  in  my 
library  before  having  read  this  book  indicates  that  I knov; 
from  other  sources  that  the  books  would  be  of  interest. 

Reading  this  book  impels  me  to  feel  that  I should  read 
more  of  the  titles  listed.  I collect  several  of  the  authors 
because  they  have  written  in  the  fantasy  field.  These  books 
V70uld  form  an  excellent  nucleus  for  a collection. 


Starrett,  Tinoent  . ^ 

Bookman’s  Holiday:  The  Private  Satisfactions  of  ah 
Incurable  Collector;  Nevi/  York,  Random  House  {1942,  Starrett) 

312p. 

Although  these  are  ma^inly  essays  on  literary  or  book 
collecting  subjects,  one,  ’’Folio  Old  Calf”,  appears  to  be  a 
fictional  story.  Literary  are  1,  2,  3 (Doyle),  6,  7,  S,  10, 
11,  and  17.  On  food,  12,  13.  4 is  about  a tight -rope  ar- 

tist; 5 about  the  history  of  eunuchs;  14,  15  about  buying 
from  dealers. 

A great  deal  of  information  is  provided,  the  I'vriting  is 
good,  and  this  book  , is  useful  for  collectors.  It  does  not 
deal  with  matters  of  great  importance  to  me,  however;  and  T 
should  not  hesitate  to  sell  the  book. 


Starrett,  Vincent 


The  Quick  and  the  Dead;  Sauk  City,  Wisconsin,  Arkham 
House,  1965  (Starrett)  145p 


Contents 


1.  The  Fugitive 

2.,  The  Man  in  the  Cask 

3.  The  Quick  and  the  Dead 

4.  The  Sinless  Village 

5.  The  Head  of  Cromwell 

6.  Penelope 

7.  The  Slixer  (sic)  of  Death 

8.  Coffins  for^T^^vo 

9.  The  Tattooed  Man 

10.  Footsteps  of  Fear 

{Originally  entitled  Vmii  in  Hiding,  Hllery  QueerMs 
M y s t e r y Ma  ga  z i ne  , De  c e ra  b e r , 19  6 4T 


26^ 

48* 

61* 

71* 

88* 

101* 

115* 

122* 

136* 


Starrett^  s stories  are' macabre  rather  than  fantasy,  and 
of  all  in  this  volume  I would  classify  only  6,  7 and  9 in  the 
latter  classification.  1,  5,  7,  and  8 are  reprinted  from 
Coffins  for  T\-i/o,  concerning  which  see  ray  notebook,  I do  not 
consider  that  1 qualifies  as  fantasy,  5 is  borderline,  9 is  . 
macabre,  ta±xM±xi!xx±s;x^  and  fantasy,  6 was  reprinted  in  the 
Weird  Talds  volume  The  Moon  Terror  by  A.  G.  Birch.  10  is 
fantasy  in  .the  3e.nse  that  the  point  of  view  is  switched  after 
the  death  of  the  main  character,  just  as  Exeunt  Omnes  might, 
in  the  earlier  volume.  I am  not  impressed  particularly  by 
Starrett^ s work,  which,  although  literarily  competent,  does 
not  convey  any  impression  of  genius. 


I should  perhaps  classify  4 as  fantesy,  though  it  is  the 
simple  story  of  an  alleged  mystical  experience  without  detail. 


2 tells  of  the  horror  of  a party  to  whom  is  delivered  a. 
man  in  a liquor  cask;  3 tells  of  a girl  about  to  undergo  pre- 
mature burial;  5 tells  the  adventi^res  of  Cro.mwe  11  ^s  skull  when 
it  is  kno'cked  from  a fastening  and  blown  away;  6 is  patently  a 
tall  story  told  by  a drunkard  who  considers  Penelope  his  natal 
star,  and  at  perihelion  its  gravity  tries  to  pull  him  from 
earth,  so  that  he  sees  the  ground  reversed  as  he  stands  on  his 
head;  9 is  about  a man  who  is  killed  by  a snake  tattooed  on 
his  body  by  Egyptians  living  on  a mountain  in  'Venezuela;  and 
10  tells  of  a murderer  whose  fear  warns  him  into  unwarrantedly 
hiding  in  a chest  v^here  he  dies  because  he  can’t  get  out. 
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Starrett,  Vincent 


Seaports  in  the  Ihoon;  A Fantasia  on  Romantic  Themes; 


Toronto,  Doubleday,  Doran  ^ Gundy,  Limited,  1928  289p. 

Contents 

1.  In  Which  Two  ScPolars  Meet  Upon  the  Sands  1 

2.  In  V/hich  a Queen  Fears  That  She  Is  Growing  Old  15 

S.  In  Which  a Lean  Knight  Rides  Forth  Upon  a Quest  54 

4.  In  Which  Great  Search  Is  Made  for  a Fountain  59 

5.  In  Which  There  Is  a Scandal  at  the  Court  84 

6.  In  Which  a Gentleman  of  God  Suf-^ers  Some  Fmbarrass- 

ment  113 

7.  In  Which  Swords  Rattle  and  a Woman  Screams  143 

8.  In  Vifhich  a Poet  Makes  Love  and  a Hip:hwayman  Makes 

Trouble  175 

9.  In  Which  There  are  Queer  Happenings  at  an  Inn  201 

10.  In  Which  An  Author  and  His  Character  are  V/ell 

Met  228 

11.  In  Which  the  Gift  of  Immortality  Is  Bestowed  2 57 


/l  tells  how  Christopher  Golum*bus  and  Francois  Villon 
meet  and  the  latter  gives  the  former  a story  of  a Journey  to 
the  island  of  Bimini  v;here  is  the  fountain  of  youth.  Colum- 
bus determines  to  seek  financial  aid,  leaves  the  dead  Villon, 
upon  whose  body  is  a parchment  of  poetry  and  a mar  of  the 
island,  the  former  of  v/hich  a thief  throws  away,  but  keeps 
the  latter.  Queen  Isabella  give  no  aid  until  in  #2,  seeing 
herself  aging,  she  learns  of  the  fountain  which  Columbus  has 
kept  secret.  #3  tells  how  Don  Quixote  and  Bancho  Panza  find 
the  map  in  an  old  book.  #4  describes  hov;  luan  Ponce  de  Leon 
former  Governor  of  Porto  Rico  is  told  by  a Carib  woman  of  the 
Island  of  Bimini  and  ^lourneys  there  seeking  to  regain  his 
youth.  His  aide  Juan  Perez  de  Ortubia  finds  the  fountain  and 
after  drinking  fills  a vial  with  the  water.  #5  tells  how,  as 
lover  of  Ferdinand’s  second  Queen,  Ortubia  is  accused  of 
heresy  and  thrown  to  and  executed  by  the  Inquisition.  #6 
tells  how  the  vial  comes  into  possession  of  Rabelais;  into 

possession  of  D’Artagnan  and  Cyrano;  7^8,  of  Mary  Montagu  and 
the  poet  Pope;  #9,  of  a body-snatcher  and  an  innkeeper  and  an 
Army  officer  who  takes  it  to  America;  t^^IO,  how  Poe  obtains 
it;  and  #11  how  an  old  bookseller,  too  wise  to  use  the  water, 
wastes  it  to  revenge  himself  upon  a custom.er  whose  wealth  has 
demoralized  him. 

This  book  is  of  the  kind  exemplified  by  ’’Henry  Brocken’’, 
’’The  Road  to  Avalon”,  and  ”3ilverlock” . 


Starrett,  Vincent 

Snow  for  Christmas;  no  place,  ICileen  ^skerville,  1935; 
(1935,  Starrett)  (Copy  #113  of  125,  printed  and  signed  at 
Glencoe  by  Henry  Dierkes)  . 31p, 

David  Thursk  muses  in  his  upstairs  room  at  Chris tms  on 
the  question  of  whether  it  is  ?»'ise  to  foster  the  myth  of  Santa 
Glaus  as  a reality  in  the  mind  of  his  young  son.  This  brings 
him  memories  of  his  father  John,  who  had  died  the  previous 
Christmas, 

A tall  messenger,  an  old  man,  brings  a Special  Delivery 
letter  through  the  snowstorm,  and  David  asks  him  to  step  into 
the  house  to  warm  himself.  The  old  man  speaks  briefly  with 
him,  but  refuses  hospitality,  though  he  says  David  is  much 
like  his  father,  and  leaves.  At  the  last  moment,  David  recog- 
nizes that  the  messenger  is  his  father,  or  his  father^s  ghost, 
runs  after  him  into  the  storm,  and  is  overcome  by  Illness. 

Returning  to  consciousness  days  la  ter, weak  and  ill,  be 
asks  his  \iife  for  the  letter.  She  says  there  was  none,  and 
he  "tells  her  of  having  written  a letter  to  his  father  and 
having  burnt  it  as  a means  of  its  going  to  his  spirit.  The 
story  ends  with  David’s  realization  that  only  love  is  impor- 
tant, and  that  he  will  accept  illusion  or  reality  if  it  will 
feed  that  necessity. 

ivlthough  open  to  rationalization  as  an  hallucination,  the 
story  is  acceptable  as  fantasy,  classifiable  as  ’’spirit  return 
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Clair,  David 


The  Pqychic  World  of  California;  New  York,  Bantam  Book«5 
(#07641),  (1972,  author),  (October,  1973);  (Doubleday,  June, 
1972);  Bibliography;  Index  338p. 

Thi<q  book,  written  by  a Time -Life  reporter  who  had  been 
on  foreign  a^^^^ignmen t,  is  strictly  reportage,  mostly  uncritical 
but  an  interecjting  survey  of  many  of  the  principal  psychics  in 
the  '^tate. 

The  extent  to  which  the  movie  stars  consult  p<=!ychics  is 
interesting;  the  author’s  contacts  with  various  psychics  and 
his  outlines  of  their  views  cover  a wide  variety  of  beliefs 
and  c!chools  of  thought,  but  there  is  little  of  extraordinary 
value  in  the  book  apart  from  his  impressions  of  their  person- 
alities . 

Louicse  Heubner  was  interviewed;  ^-he  appears  to  be  the 
typical  exploiter  to  her  personal  advantage  of  circumstances 
which  advanced  her  career. 

Mae  West  as  a psychic  was  a qurpri«^e  to  me. 
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St.  Clair,  David 


Watsfeka:  America’s  Most  Extraordinary  Case  of  Posses- 
sion and  Exorcism;  Chicago,  Playboy  Press  (1977,  Author) 310p 

Promoted  on  the  dust  jacket  as  a "factual,  documented 
account",  the  copyright  page  Library  of  Congress  card  shows 
"fiction".  Actually,  this  is  a novelized  case-history  made 
readable  by  dialogue  and  fictional  incidents  which  heighten 
the  dramatization  of  the  facts. 

Probably  the  best  easily  obtainable  factual  summary  of 
this  case  is  in  the  appendix  to  the  first  volume  of  Myers’s 
Human  Personality  and  Its  Survival  of  Bodily  Death.  V/illiam 
James  knew  of  it  and  it  was  investigated  by  Richard  Hodgson, 
and  it  is  well-known  to  students  of  psychical  research.  As 
a portrayal  of  the  social  milieu  and  family  reactions  at  the 
time,  the  story  appears  reasonably  accurate,  but  the  speech 
of  the  characters  is  at  times  uncharacteristic,  and  there 
are  a few  anachronisms. 

As  an  introduction  to  the  factual  accounts  of  possession 
or  spirit  invasion,  this  is  a popular  version,  and  may  lead 
its  readers  to  interest  themselves  in  a more  serious  study  of 
the  problem.  Even  though  I was  familiar  with  the  case  in 
outline,  this  extended  account,  though  not  to  be  taken  too 
seriously,  especially  at  its  conclusion,  helps  in  understan- 
ding why  such  cases  were  often  not  publicized  by  people  con- 
cerned, since  social  ostracism  often  resulted. 


stead,  Robert  J.  C. 
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The  Copper  Disci  Garden  City,  N.  Y. , Doubleday,  Doran  & 
Company,  Inc.,  for  The  Crime  Club,  Inc,  (19, '50.,  19;5l)  SlDp. 

Morley  Kent,  senior  partnror  of  n small  firm  in  electrical 
supplies,  is  also  working  on  wireless  transmission  of  power. 

By  accident  he  meets  Gladys  Hensley,  daup-hter  of  a millionaire 
m^anufac turer , falls  in  love  with  her,  then  learns  that  she  is 
under  the  mysterious  domination  of  her  fa  therms  inventive 
genius,  Prof,  Herzton,  who  uses  machinery  to  dominate  her 
moods  from,  a distance,  focusing  on  an  alloy  disc  like  copner, 
which  his  confederate,  Pauline  Tianners,  maid  at  the  Hensley 
home,  places  in  close  proximity  to  Gladys. 

Herzton’ s accomplice  is  shot  by  a rigged  device,  and 
Herzton  seeks  to  place  the  blame  for  his  death  on  Gordon  Brace 
and  Horley  Kent.  Gordon  and  H.orley  seek  another  inventor. 
Miles  Freeman,  in  order  to  obtain  from  him  a patent  before 
Herzton  can  secure  it.  At  the  climax,  Herzton  entraps  almost 
everyone  at  the' Hensley  plant,  but  is ^foiled  by  a friendly 
policeman  Murphy  and  Pauline  Manners,  v;ho  kills  him  in  self- 
defence. 

Although  well-written,  this  story  is  not  well-rlotted , 
the  action  and  incidents  are  stereotyped  and  stupid;  and  it 
is  apparent  that  the  author  is  out  of  his  element.  There  are 
some  interesting  passages  about  the  possible  transmission  of 
thoughts  and  emotions  by  wireless,  and  the  amplification  of 
v^ill-power  by  machinery  and  concentration.  .This,  although 
ostensibly  a mystery  story,  could  classify  as  science  fiction 
of  less  than  average  value. 
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qtead,  W.  T, 

Borderland:  A Casebook  of  True  'Supernatural  stories; 
Introduction  to  the  American  Edition  by  Leslie  '^^hepard;  New 
Hyde  Park,  New  York,  University  Books  (1970);  Index;  344p. 

In  his  introduction,  'Shepard  says  "The  present  book  was 
originally  published  in  two  separate  volumes --Beal  Ohost  ^to» 
ries  and  More  Ohost  stories ->as  Christmas  and  New  Year  num- 
bers of  Review  of  Reviews.  1891-92,  This  revised  edition  in 
one  vol\ime,  first  published  in  1897,  is  the  best  edition...” 

Last  year  I read  More  Ohost  Btories  from  the  original 
printing  in  Review  of  Reviews.  Because  of  the  small  print 
used  in  the  original,  I checked  to  see  if  this  book  reprinted 
everything,  and  discovered  that  Chapters  Y Haunted  Houses  in 
and  Near  London  and  Till  Wanted,  a Tar-barrel  Frontierl,  and 
an  Appendix:  Record  of  Appearances  of  the  Double  were  omit- 
ted from  this  reprint.  Whether  they  were  amalgamated  in  the 
earlier  chapters  reprinted  from  Real  Ghost  *^tories  or  other- 
wise I cannot  confirm  as  I do  not  have  the  earlier  issue  of 
Review  of  Reviews.  'Shepard’s  introduction  was  undoubtedly 
written  before  the  book  was  set  in  print,  so  he  cannot  be 
blamed  for  his  false  statement.  I suspect  that  the  printer 
or  the  publisher  discovered  that  the  cost  of  printing  the 
entire  contents  of  the  Review  of  Reviews  would  exceed  the 
budge tted  estimate,  and  the  book  was  consequently  abridged. 
This  discovery  emphasises  the  necessity  of  students  having 
access  to  the  original  sources  of  material,  rather  than  ac- 
cepting even  the  most  apparently  legitimate  declaration  of 
second-hand  authenticity. 

Nevertheless,  this  volume  contains  much  source  material 
for  study,  ^tead  tried  to  publish  case  histories  of  the  high 
standard  set  by  the  «?PR,  and  many  of  his  cases  were  reprinted 
from  its  publications.  The  Review  of  Reviews  issue  contains 
many  important  illustrations  which  do  not  appear  in  the  re- 
print. 
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^tead,  W.  T.  (Editor  and  Collator) 


More  Ghogt  ^ tor leg;  London,  The  Review  of  Reviewg  New 
Year*g  Number,  1892;  Illugtrated  104p. 

This  extra  number  hag  gmall  print,  and  would  probably 
eongtitute  a book  of  about  400  pageg. 

Divided  into  two  partg:  Experimentg  and  Experienceg, 
and  Haunted  Hougeg,  with  an  appendix:  Record  of  Appearanceg 
of  the  Double,  thig  ig  a carefully  aggembled  record  of  gpon- 
taneoug  cageg  of  Out-of- the -Body  experienceg  and  hauntingg, 
with  agtute  editorial  comment  worthy  of  publication  by  the 
^PR,  and  drawing  from  itg  recordg  in  addition  to  new  and 
credible  gourceg. 

Many  of  the  claggic  ca^eg  of  hauntingg  are  gummarized , 
including  Wlllington  Mill  and  the  Wegley  Pargonage,  and  in 
gome  ca^eg  additional  information  io  given  which  ig  new  to 
me.  Although  lacking  an  index,  thig  an  excellent  refer- 
ence, carefully  aggembled  under  varioug  headingg  which  help 
g tudy . 

For  the  gerioug  =?  tudent  thic-  ic?  «^o  guperior  to  the  pop- 
ular bookg  of  Hang  Holzer  that  little  comparicsonkg  pogc;ible. 

I wigh  I had  the  Chrigtmag  Number  which  preceded  it. 

Certainly  '^tead,  who  wag  a gpiri tualic? t and  developed 
automatic  writing  which  he  attributed  to  the  gpirit  of  an 
American  woman  journaligt  "Julia",  waq  qualified  by  both 
gtudy  and  experiment,  and  experienceg,  to  ^u-^tify  hig  belief, 
pregented  the  evidence  clearly  and  effectively. 

I gather  that  about  100,000  copieg  of  thig  igciue  were 
digtributed,  but  I wonder  how  many  gurvived  and  how  much  in- 
fluence it  exerciged.  I have  hig  daughter’ g biography  of 
^tead,  and  algo  the  two  volume  biography  by  Whyte,  but  have 
not  read  them,  and  mug t do  go. 
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^teapa, 


Adventure*?  into  the  Poychic;  New  York,  Coward -McCann, 

Inc.  (1969,  '^tearn)  256p. 

Although  the  jacket  blurb  indicates?  that  this  book  re- 
veals mostly  for  the  first  time  incidents  and  events,  many 
are  repeated  from  the  author’s  earlier  books. 

However,  since  there  are  few  book  collectors  now,  many 
of  the  author’s  anecdotal  and  conversational  recollections 
are  worth  repetition,  and  his  entire  book  supports  the  oc- 
currence of  phenomena  with  which  mo^rt  people  are  unacquain- 
ted. As  a popular  exposition  of  personal  explorations  into 
the  occult,  this  book  deserves  the  wide  circulation  it  later 
achieved  in  paperback,  two  editions  of  #iich  are  noted  below. 

To  the  best  of  my  recollection  this  is  the  first  book  in 
which  the  author  mentions  his  own  psychic  development,  which 
he  attributes  to  his  positive  interest  in  the  phenomena  and 
his  personal  contacts  with  psychics  and  his  knowledge  of  the 
cases  he  describes.  This  supports  my  own  belief,  which  I have 
held  for  many  years,  and  which  has  influenced  me  to  avoid  the 
seances  and  spiritualist  or  other  group  meetings  in  order  to 
maintain  an  unprejudiced  and  objective  attitude  towards  the 
books  I read. 

“^ince  this  is  a popular  account,  not  intended  for  serious 
students,  there  is  no  index,  but  the  book  is  worthwhile  for 
anyone  interested  in  the  journalistic  investigation  of  the 
psychic  world. 


New  York,  'ilgnet  Books  (#Y4512),  (March,  1971) 

(#W7822),  {5th  printing) 
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«1tearn, 


Edgar  Gayce  — The  '^leepiag  Prophet;  Garden  City. 
Doubleday  & Company,  Ine.,  1967;  (1966,  1967,  '^tern) 
Larfont  Gpedial  Edition,  leatherbound 
Bantam  Bookq  (#N2654),  (January,  1968) 

’’  (#06764),  (iSth  ptg.,  June,  1971) 

’’  (#22820),  (25th  ptg.,  July,  1981) 


New  York, 

280p . 
280p . 

287p. 

287p. 

287p. 


Note:  The  25th  ptg  haq  an  announcemien t on  pare  288'^ of 

the  Aqc.oclatlon  for  Research  and  Enlightenment  which  doeq  not 
appear  in  the  earlier  printingq  noted  above. 


Thiq  io  a popular  <5urvey  of  the  life  and  reading^!  of  the 
clairvoyant,  with  chapters  devoted  to  presenting  the  various 
kihds  of  cures  effected,  the  work  which  continued  20  years 
after  Cayce^s  death,  and  qunmaries  of  hi^^  teachings  on  rein- 
carnation and  Atlantis.  Despite  its  lack  of  documentation, 
it  iq  a positive  declaration  in  favor  of  the  reality  of  the 
phenomena  exhibited  by  Gayce,  and  deqervec;  close  -^tudy. 


The  documentation  is  available  to  c-tudentc-  and  relates'" 
to  at  lea^t  15,000  cases.  I am  convinced  that  Gayce  ^s  cures 
were  authentic,  that  he  himself  was  honest  and  altruistic, 
admitting  that  he  knew  nothing  of  v^hat  transpired  v/hile  he 
was  entranced,  and  that  his  subconscious  was  directly  in- 
formed by  clairvoyance  (for  want  of  a better  term).  His 
case  is  the  best-documented  of  any  psychic  ^^reader^^  known  to 
me;  and  his  "revela  tions^^  may  be  among  the  m.os  t important  in 
the  future  history  of  science  and  religion. 


'^ince  'itearn  does  not  name  many  of  the  patients  treated 
by  Gayce  Vs  "readings’^  an  index  might  not  be  helpful  if  one 
had  been  provided.  Gertainly,  however,  the  wide  circulation 
of  this  book  will  help  draw  to  the  attention  of  the  general 
public  the  reality  of  psychic  phenomena. 

I do  not  know  whether  ^tearn^s  anecdotal  presentation  of 
the  material  was  due  to  his  fear  of  infringing  on  copyright, 
and  the  resulting  vagueness  is  annoying,  but  the  book  does 
serve  its  purpose,  and  is  acceptable  on  that  basiq. 
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Steam,  Jess 


A Matter  of  Immortality;  Dramatic  Evidence  of  Survival; 

New  York,  Signet  Books  #17652  (1976,  author),  September,  1977 

245p  . 

Steam  was  apparently  an  observer  of  many  psychic  events 
involving  movie  stars  and  others  who  consulted  an  aged  medium 
named  Maria  Morena,  including , Mae  West,  Edgar  Cayce,  Taylor 
Caldwell,  Janis  Joplin,  and  the  spirit  of  Rudolf  Valentino. 

Certainly,  although  Steam  does  not  wholly  accept  the  idea 
of  reincarnation,  he  provides  evidence  of  the  belief  that  others 
d o . 


This  book  offers  evidence  of  mediumistic  faculties  beyond 
the  normal . 


Coalition  for  Reproductive  Choice, 
Box  51,  Station  “L”, 

Winnipeg,  Man. 

R3H  0Z4. 


Dear  Choice  Supporter: 

You  are  invited  to  a Choice  Celebration.  We  will  celebrate 
the  first  anniversary  of  the  Supreme  Court  Decision 
recognizing  a woman's  right  to  reproductive  freedom.  We 
will  honour  Dr.  Henry  Morgentaler,  who  fought  with  us  to 
win  this  right. 

A Choice  Celebration  begins  at  7:30  p.m.  on -Thursday, 
February  16,  1989,  at  the  International  Inn.  A 
presentation  to  Dr.  Morgentaler  will  be  made  at  8:00  p.m. 
Wine  and  cheese  will  be  served. 


We  hope  to  accomplish  two  goals  from  this  event.  First,  we 
intend  to  develop  resources  to  lobby  the  Federal  Government 
regarding  the  introduction  of  any  restrictive  legislation 
on  abortion.  We  need  the  voice  of  Manitobans  to  be  heard. 
We  have  a critical  role  to  play  in  the  upcoming  debate. 

Second,  we  want  to  mount  a legal  challenge  to  the 
Provincial  Government's  decision  to  refuse  to  pay  for 
abortions  outside  of  hospitals.  We  know  that  abortions  in 
approved  medical  facilities  such  as  community  health 
clinics  are  safer  and  less  costly.  We  believe  the 
government  is  acting  unethically,  perhaps 
unconstitutionally. 

Tickets  for  this  Choice  Celebration  are  available  at  a cost 
of  $25.00.  Larger  donations  are  welcomed.  Benefactors, 
who  contribute  $200.00  and  over  and  donors  ($100.00  - 
$199.00)  will  be  acknowledged  in  the  evening's  program. 

Tickets  can  be  purchased  at  Bold  Print,  478-A  River  Avenue, 
the  Manitoba  Action  Committee  on  the  Status  of  Women, 

16  - 222  Osborne  Street,  Times  Change  Restaurant  on  Main 
and  St.  Mary's,  or  the  National  Council  of  Jewish  Women  at 
the  Gwen  Secter  Creative  Living  Centre,  1588  Main  Street. 
Reservations  will  be  accepted  by  mail  at  the  Coalition  for 
Reproductive  Choice. 

Please  join  us,  to  celebrate  our  past  victory,  to  honour 
Dr.  Morgentaler,  and  to  help  ensure  that  our  right  to 
reproductive  choice  will  be  retained. 


Yours  sincerely, 

^fiofce  A c 


aign  for  reproductive  freedom 


<5tearn,  Jec;g 


The  Miracle  Workers:  America ’g  Pgychic  Gongultantg; 
Garden  City,  New  York,  Doubleday  & Company,  Inc,,  1972; 

(1972,  *=?tearn)  280p. 

"Having  investigated  the  psychic  scene  in  America  for  10 
yearg,  *=5tearn  in  thig  book  provides  a galaxy  of  anecdotal 
reports  of  the  activities  of  many  psychics,  particularly  in 
California . 

Very  few  of  his  stories  report  failures,  though  he  says 
the  failure  rate  is  probably  no  greater  than  in  any  other 
pursuit  of  life. 

On  page  134:  "The  English  healer,  Harry  Edwards  prayed 
in  London  for  an  infant  in  New  Orleans  with  a congenital  eye 
ailment,  and  the  cure  three  weeks  later  was  confirmed  by  the 
child^s  parents,"  On  page  30  of  a pamphlet  received  yester- 
day from  Robert  McConnell,  he  speculates:  "I  am  convinced 
by  experiments  already  in  the  literature  that  psychokinesis 
is  the  essence  of  (it^piiosis  and,  hence  by  parsimony,  that 
what  theologians  call  "prayer*  is  actually  psychokinesis 
(McConnell,  1983a,  pp. 154-177) . " As  demonstrated  by  Edgar 
Cayce,  psychic  phenomena  act  independently  of  our  ideas  of 
space  and  time. 

On  pp,  145-147  ^tearn  outlines  Kathryn  Kuhlman’s  work. 

On  pages  following  and  including  148,  he  outlines  Andrija 
Puha rich’s  views  on  Fate  and  Free  Will. 

There  are  many  references  in  this  volume  to  matters 
dealt  with  at  greater  length  in  previous  books  by  '^tearn. 

Of  these  I have  read  five,  and  I am  inclined  to  think  that, 
taking  his  works  as  a whole,  he  has  popularized  the  ideas 
and  events  of  psychic  phenomena  for  the  decade  enough  to 
provide  his  readers  with  a positi??e  view  of  their  occurrence. 
His  reporting  must  be  taken  on  trust,  however,  since  there  is 
no  verification  provided. 

Accompanying  the  accounts  of  occurrences  are  '^team’s 
incidental  philosophical  musings  based  on  ideas  encountered 
either  from  the  literature  or  from  the  beliefs  of  psychics, 
^tearn  does  not  appear  to  be  a profound  thinker;  but  he  is 
not  alone.  For  instance,  in  none  of  the  books  on  Edgar  Cayce 
have  I noticed  a single  comment  on  the  fact  that  despite  his 
early  experience  of  absorbing  the  entire  contents  of  a spel- 
ling book  while  asleep  one  night  (indicating  a capacity  for 
learning  while  asleep)  Cayce  consciously  read  the  Bible  once 
for  each  year  of  his  life.  Given  the  spelling  book  example, 
why  did  he  not  merely  sleep  on  the  Bible? 

Chester  D,  Cuthbert. 

January  24,  1991. 
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^tearn, 

A Prophet  in  Hlq  Ov;n  Country:  The  "^tory  of  the  Young 
"Edgar  Cayce;  New  York,  V/illiam  Morrow  & Company,  ,Tnc.  (1974, 
^tearn)  ; Epilogue  by  Hugh  Lynn~Cayce ; 287p 

New  York,  Ballantine  Books  (f24464) ; (May,  1975)  310p 

This  book  is  an  informal  biography  of  the  years  1902- 
1910  in  the  life  of  Cayce,  told  in  conversational  style  and 
with  an  admission  that  events  have  been  modified  in  sequence 
for  dramatic  unity. 

Almost  all  the  cures  dec-cribed  in  detail  are  emphasised 
in  other  biographies,  and’are  undoubtedly  the  most  striking 
and  sensational,  or  others  v>/ould  have  been  chosen,  since 
^tearn  is  said  to  have  been’ inves tiga ting  Cayce  since  1961.  ~ 
However,  ^tearn  acknowledges  the  indispensable  help  of  Gladys 
Davis,  Cayce ’s  longtime  secretary;  and  my  impre^rsion  of  this 
longtime  disciple  and  helper  of  Cayce  io*  that  she  wa*^  devoted 
and  honest  in  her  conviction  of  hi^  unique  clairvoyance. 

Despite  Robert  '^omerlott^s  contemptuous  dismic^^^al  of 
Gtearn’s  account  of  Cayce  ^ life,  I consider  that  "’team  did 
an  excellent  ^*ob  of  publicizing  Cayce  Vs  life  and  work  for 
the  general  public.  Fictionized  though  hl^  book'^  are,  they 
are  positive  te'=jtim.ony  to  factQ  so  amazing  and  unexplained  as 
to  warrant  clooe  scientific  study.'  And  ^omerlott  admits  that 
his  own  cjtudy  ignored  Cayce  ^s  curesT  the<=!e  are  undoubtedly 
the  most  important  factor  in  Cayce  Vs  clairvoyance. 

^he  puzzle  of  Edgar  Cayce  will  continue  to  absorb  the 
attention  of  students  of  psychic  phenomena  at  least  as  long  as 
the  mystery  of  D.  D.  Home.  The  facts  must  somiehow  be  verified 
and  incorporated  in  any  comiprehencjive  understanding  of  the 
universe . 
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'5tearn, 


The  Reporter;  Garden  City.  New  York,  Doubleday  a Com- 
pany, Inc.,  1970;  (1970  author)  302p. 

The  new^jpaper  and  politioal  ^cene  of  a typical  American 
city,  with  rivals;  of  the  magjoralty  a<?  chief  character*?,  one 
of  them  a black  whoe?e  confrontation  image  replaced  by  an 
understanding  of  the  value  of  love, 

'Iherman  fall*?  for  a superior  girl  accused  of  being  a 
call  girl  and  tries  to  arrange  a defence  and  the  exposure  of 
police  persecution.  The  girl  has  been  the  wife  of  a ruler 
of  a small  European  nation,  and  has  a six  year  old  son,  but 
is  free  sexually  and  consorts  with  prostitutes,  yielding  to 
her  sex  drives  with  attractive  men  including  'Gherman,  who 
is  loved  by  a wealthy  and  complaisant  society  woman  to  whom 
he  is  ultimately  united  after  the  death  of  the  black  leader 
who  has  been  loved  by  the  superior  girl. 

The  trial  and  conviction  of  the  girl  despite  inadequate 
evidence,  the  political  manuvering,  and  the  newspaper  cover- 
age of  both  threads  of  the  story  constitute  the  main  interest 
of  this  novel,  which  conveyed  little  of  significance  to  me. 

I read  it  mainly  to  see  if  it  had  elements  of  occult 
events,  only  one  of  which,  on  pages  190-191,  transpires.  It 
is  of  little  significance  to  the  novel,  but  does  cjhow  that 
Steam  accepts  its  reality. 
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f^tearn,  Jess 


The  <=?earch  for  the  Girl  with  the  Blue  Eyeq;  Garden  City, 
New  York,  Doubleday  & Company,  Inc.,  1968,  (1968,  author)204p 

Informed  by  hiq  editor  that  Joanne  Maciver,  a 16-year- 
old  girl  living  in  Orillia,  Ontario,  waio  probably  a more  im- 
portant caoe  of  reincarnation  than  ”Bridey  Murphy",  "^tearn 
agreed  to  inve tiga  te . 

He  found  that  Joanne ’q  father,  an  amateur  hypnotiqt  and 
hobbyiqt  to  relieve  the  monotony  of  hiq  government  ^1ob,  had 
regreqqed  Joanne  to  her  former  life  aq  '^^uqan  Ganier,  a farm 
wife  of  a century  earlier.  In  company  with  a reporter,  a 
pqychiatriqt,  and  ultimately  with  an  expert  hypnotiqt  hired 
by'^^tearn,  every  effort  iq  expended  to  locate  evidence  of 
'=?uqan’q  actual  exiqtence.  During  the  cour^se  of  the  conver- 
qational  narrative,  '^tearn  diqclooeq  incidental  compariqonq 
with  other  caqeq  in  the  literature,  the  philoqophical  baqiq 
for  belief  in  reincarnation,  hiq  own  experienceq  of  de ja -vu 
and  hiq  prophecieq  of  Joanne’q  future,  which  came  true. 

At  the  beginning  of  hiq  inveq tiga tionq  into  pqychic 
phenomena,  ^tearn  wa«5  a qkeptic;  hio  expoqure  to  many  pqy- 
chicq  gradually  awakened  an  awareneoq  of  abilitieq  withib 
himqelf,  but  even  after  inve^? tiga  ting  thiq  caqe,  ntearn  re- 
mained doubtful  of  reincarnation.  No  concluqive  evidence  ct 
•^uqan’q  actual  existence  could  be  found. 

Although  the  narrative  iq  extended  far  beyond  reasonable 
neceqqity,  it  revealq  the  difficulty  of  establiqhing  the  real 
exiqtence  of  people  living  a hundred  yearq  ago  in  Ontario. 

The  independent  hypnotiqt  indicated  that  psychologically 
Joanne  waq  convinced  of  the  reality  of  '^uqan,  and  that  the 
reaqon  for  incarnation  was  the  fulfilment  of  "^uqan’s  thwarted 
deqire  for  children,  objective  evidence  waq  unobtainable. 

Joanne  was  featured  on  T7,  interviewed  by  Pierre  Berton, 
and  conqidered  a freak  by  her  qchoolmateq,  thuq  becoming 
weary  of  the  whole  qubject,  qhe  is  an  attractive  girl  and 
cooperated  with  ntearn  in  the  investigation. 

Although  this  book  is  far  from  being  evidential  for  the 
existence  of  reincarnation,  it  will  popularize  the  conception 
and  ’^tearn’q  other  bookq  have  been  helpful  in  this  respect. 
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St earn  , Jess 

Soul  Mates;  New  York,  etc.,  Bantam  Books,  (December,  1984) 
(1984,  author)  234p. 

Bantam  paperback  #25150  (October,  1985)  234p. 

With  the  co-operation  of  a hynotherapist.  Steam  was  able 
by  memory  regression  to  obtain  evidence  that  past  lives  influence 
our  current  lifetimes  and  that  v/e  are  fated  to  repeat  living  un- 
til we  have  exhausted  the  lessons  we  can  learn.  Reincarnation  is 
believed  by  many  famous  people  who  believe  that  soul  mates  belong 
to  everyone  and  that  unsatisfied  longing  for  reunion  impels  us  to 
search . 

Steam  invokes  almost  every  psychic  method  to  assist  him  in 
understanding  the  problems  involved  when  we  may  be  of  different 
sexes  in  each  lifetime,  concluding  that  complete  understanding  of 
ourselves  and  others  is  impossible  if  we  do  not  experience  all 
phases  of  living. 

Famous  people,  Shirley  MacLaine,  Dick  Haymes, Susan  Strasberg 
Terry  Moore  and  Howard  Hughes,  Lana  Turner  and  others  are  given 
mention  in  this  book;  Steam  appears  to  have  been  acquainted  with 
most  of  them  and  able  to  obtain  their  confidences. 

Much  of  this  book  seems  to  me  vague  and  idealistic,  as  if 
Steam  were  growing  weary  of  the  occult  scene  which  has  occupied 
him  through  so  many  books.  Even  though  he  praises  both  Edgar  and 
Hugh  Lynn  Cayce  and  their  soul-mate  wives,  he  does  not  convince  me 
that  much-married  people  can  have  the  commitment  which  the  search 
for  soul  mates  would  entail  if  the  search  were  successful. 


This  book  is  less  than  satisfactory. 


Coalition  for  Reproductive  Choice, 
Box  51,  Station  “L”, 

Winnipeg,  Man. 

R3H  0Z4. 


Dear  Choice  Supporter: 

You  are  invited  to  a Choice  Celebration.  We  will  celebrate 
the  first  anniversary  of  the  Supreme  Court  Decision 
recognizing  a woman's  right  to  reproductive  freedom.  We 
will  honour  Dr.  Henry  Morgentaler,  who  fought  with  us  to 
win  this  right. 

A Choice  Celebration  begins  at  7:30  p.m.  on -Thursday, 
February  16,  1989,  at  the  International  Inn.  A 
presentation  to  Dr.  Morgentaler  will  be  made  at  8:00  p.m. 
Wine  and  cheese  will  be  served. 

We  hope  to  accomplish  two  goals  from  this  event.  First,  we 
intend  to  develop  resources  to  lobby  the  Federal  Government 
regarding  the  introduction  of  any  restrictive  legislation 
on  abortion.  We  need  the  voice  of  Manitobans  to  be  heard. 
We  have  a critical  role  to  play  in  the  upcoming  debate. 

Second,  we  want  to  mount  a legal  challenge  to  the 
Provincial  Government's  decision  to  refuse  to  pay  for 
abortions  outside  of  hospitals.  We  know  that  abortions  in 
approved  medical  facilities  such  as  community  health 
clinics  are  safer  and  less  costly.  We  believe  the 
government  is  acting  unethically,  perhaps 
unconstitutionally . 

Tickets  for  this  Choice  Celebration  are  available  at  a cost 
of  $25.00.  Larger  donations  are  welcomed.  Benefactors, 
who  contribute  $200.00  and  over  and  donors  ($100.00  - 
$199.00)  will  be  acknowledged  in  the  evening's  program. 

Tickets  can  be  purchased  at  Bold  Print,  478-A  River  Avenue, 
the  Manitoba  Action  Committee  on  the  Status  of  Women, 

16  - 222  Osborne  Street,  Times  Change  Restaurant  on  Main 
and  St.  Mary's,  or  the  National  Council  of  Jewish  Women  at 
the  Gwen  Secter  Creative  Living  Centre,  1588  Main  Street. 
Reservations  will  be  accepted  by  mail  at  the  Coalition  for 
Reproductive  Choice. 

Please  join  us,  to  celebrate  our  past  victory,  to  honour 
Dr.  Morgentaler,  and  to  help  ensure  that  our  right  to 
reproductive  choice  will  be  retained. 
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aign  for  reproductive  freedom 


^tearn,  Jeq^ 


The  'Search  for  a ^oul;  Taylor  Caldwell’ q Pqyohic  Liveq 
Garden  City,  New  York,  Doubleday  & Company,  Inc*,  1973  (1973, 
1973,  “^tearn  db  Caldwell)  331p* 

Although  believing  herqelf  incapable  of  being  hypnotised, 
Janet  Galdvi^ell  agreed  to  ^team’s  arranging  for  treatments  in 
California*  Deaf,  pessimi«5tic , and  in  failing  health,  having 
loqt  her  husband  tpio  years  previously  after  a long  marriage, 
Janet  wished  only  for  death* 

By  hypnotic  regression  tape  recordings  revealed  the  pos- 
sibility of  many  past  lives.  Pome  novels  written  by  Janet 
had  revealed  apparent  knowledge  of  past  periods  of  history, 
and  a knowledge  of  medicine  which  astonished  physicians.  In 
the  hypnotic  sessions,  these  became  dramatized  as  if  the  re- 
call were  emotionally  and  realistically  remembered  by  char- 
acters now  reincarnated  in  Janet  Caldwell. 

As  a woman  physician  in  Greece,  she  appeared  to  know 
aspects  of  medicine  only  recently  re -discovered  such  as  the 
use  of  hypnosis,  psychosoma tics , a description  of  a'conta/?i- 
ous  type  of  cancer,  the  brain' controllinp*  opposite  sides  of 
the  body,  the  necessity  for  asepsis.  In  all  previous  lives 
she  was  a woman* 

'^he  and  '^tearn  consulted  several  psychics  who  confirned 
much  of  vvhat  was  revealed  by  the  hypnotic  sesr,ions. 

In  a chapter  of  epilogue,  'Jiiylor  Caldwell  di-claims'any 
belief  in  reincarnation  or  immortality,  and  consciously  says 
she  dreads  any  return  to  a life  on  earth  which,  for  her,  was 
miserable  and  almo^^t  unbearable,  “^he  admits,  however,  that 
she  has  no  explanation  for  much 'that  she  has  written  in  her 
novels,  and  for  anything  disclosed  by  the  hypnotic  sese-ions. 
mhe  also  admits  that  the  sessions  i^iproved  her  hearing,  her 
health,  and  provided  her  with  a more  optimistic  outlook  on 
life,  and  a determination  to  produce  more  books. 

I think  this  Iq  one' of  ^team’s  most  interesting  books. 

It  proves  nothing,  but  is  sug^e^^tive  of  supporting  a'belief 
in  eternal  life,  and  the  beneficial  aspects  of  hypnosis.  A 
gathering  together  in  each  life  of  characters  invol'^^ed  in' 
previous  lives  suggests  the  necesr.ity  to  work  out  problems 
unresolved,  and  the  validity  of  the  idea  of  karma. 

A pa rticular "affinity  with  George  Bliot  expressed  by 
Janet  at  age  6 was  c'^nfirmed  in  hypnosis  by  the  evocation 
of  her  bavins?  been  a child  servant  in  the  novelist’s  home. 

(Note;  Greenwich,  Connecticut,  Fawcett  Crest  Books 
(#P2031),  (January,  1974)  287p. 
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<^tearG,  ^6*^55 

A Time  for  Astrology;  New  York,  Coward,  McCann  & Geo* 
ghegan,  Inc.  (1971,  '^tearn) ; Chartq,  Appendices;  Glossary 

413p. 

Many  years  ago  I read  The  Bowl  of  Heaven  by  Evangeline 
Adams  (New  York,  Dodd,  Mead  & dompany,  19S6).  Impressed 
though  I was  by  the  evidence  of  her  success  as  an  astrologer, 
and  by  the  prominent  people  who  consulted  her,  I realized  my 
ignorance  of  astronomy  and  astrology  left  me  incompetent  to 
evaluate  the  subject. 

Gimply  because  I have  been  reading  several  books  by 
Gtearn,  I have  glanced  through  this  book.  Of  all  his  books 
in  my  collection,  this  appears  to  be  best  supported  by  in- 
formation relating  to  an  occult  science;  it  brings  together 
much  evidence  of  the  Influence  still  exercised  by  astrologers 
in  their  analyses  and  forecasts  of  individuals  and  events. 

My  continued  ignorance,  however,  leaves  me  incapable  of 
appraising  the  value  of  the  book,  apart  from  saying  that  the 
author  presents  positive  evidence  in  its  favor. 

I am  keeping  the  book  in  my  collection,  mainly 'in  case 
I decide  to  spend  some  time  studying  astrology.  I see  no 
likelihood  of  doing  so  in  the  near  future,  however. 
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Steam,  Jess 


Yoga,  youth,  and  Reincarnation;  Photographs  of  Marcia  Moore 
by  Frank  Stark;  Drawings  by  Goldie  Libson;  ; New  York,  Bantam 
Books  (#Q6508),  17th  ptg;  (1965,  author);  Appendix;  Glossary  34 4 p 

(#10056,  20th  printing,  August,  1976)  344p 

This  is  a detailed  personal  account  of  his  health’s  improve- 
ment by  the  author  under  the  direction  of  Marcia  Moore,  whose 
husband  was  able  by  mental  concentration  to  dispell  clouds  and 
who  with  his  wife  was  a practising  astrologist.  Psychic  events 
and  personalities  are  recounted  incidentally,  and  although  Steam 
himself  was  not  wholly  convinced  of  reincarnation,  cases  of  re- 
gression to  memories  of  past  lives  are  summarized, 

Sybil  Leek  is  one  of  the  guests  who  exhibited  psychic  percep- 
tion of  an  injury  sustained  by  Steam;  other  psychics  performed 
convincingly.  Steam  has  written  on  psychics  for  25  years  and  I 
believe  he  could  not  have  done  so  in  the  absence  of  genuine  phe- 
nomena . 

More  devoted  to  Yoga  than  psychics,  this  is  still  a convincing 
account  of  personal  experience. 


Coalition  for  Reproductive  Choice, 
Box  51,  Station  “L”, 

Winnipeg,  Man. 

R3H  0Z4. 


Dear  Choice  Supporter: 

You  are  invited  to  a Choice  Celebration.  We  will  celebrate 
the  first  anniversary  of  the  Supreme  Court  Decision 
recognizing  a woman's  right  to  reproductive  freedom.  We 
will  honour  Dr.  Henry  Morgentaler,  who  fought  with  us  to 
win  this  right. 

A Choice  Celebration  begins  at  7:30  p.m.  on -Thursday, 
February  16,  1989,  at  the  International  Inn.  A 
presentation  to  Dr.  Morgentaler  will  be  made  at  8:00  p.m. 
Wine  and  cheese  will  be  served. 

We  hope  to  accomplish  two  goals  from  this  event.  First,  we 
intend  to  develop  resources  to  lobby  the  Federal  Government 
regarding  the  introduction  of  any  restrictive  legislation 
on  abortion.  We  need  the  voice  of  Manitobans  to  be  heard. 
We  have  a critical  role  to  play  in  the  upcoming  debate. 

Second,  we  want  to  mount  a legal  challenge  to  the 
Provincial  Government's  decision  to  refuse  to  pay  for 
abortions  outside  of  hospitals.  We  know  that  abortions  in 
approved  medical  facilities  such  as  community  health 
clinics  are  safer  and  less  costly.  We  believe  the 
government  is  acting  unethically,  perhaps 
unconstitutionally . 

Tickets  for  this  Choice  Celebration  are  available  at  a cost 
of  $25.00.  Larger  donations  are  welcomed.  Benefactors, 
who  contribute  $200.00  and  over  and  donors  ($100.00  - 
$199.00)  will  be  acknowledged  in  the  evening's  program. 

Tickets  can  be  purchased  at  Bold  Print,  478-A  River  Avenue, 
the  Manitoba  Action  Committee  on  the  Status  of  Women, 

16  - 222  Osborne  Street,  Times  Change  Restaurant  on  Main 
and  St.  Mary's,  or  the  National  Council  of  Jewish  Women  at 
the  Gwen  Secter  Creative  Living  Centre,  1588  Main  Street. 
Reservations  will  be  accepted  by  mail  at  the  Coalition  for 
Reproductive  Choice. 

Please  join  us,  to  celebrate  our  past  victory,  to  honour 
Dr.  Morgentaler,  and  to  help  ensure  that  our  right  to 
reproductive  choice  will  be  retained. 

Yours  sin'^»^»i'^ 


^hofce 


la/gn  for  reproductive  freedom 


3teQ.ve3,  Earrlspn  R, 


Anthology . 


Three  Eighteenth  Century  Roraances;  Nev\/  York,  etc., 

Charles  Scribner Sons  (l92l) 

Introduction  Harrison  H.  Steeves 

The  Castle  of  Otranto  (1764)  Horace  7/alpole 

Vathek  (17S6)  T/illiam  Beckford 

The  Romance  of  the  Forest  ( 1791)  Mrs.  Ann  5^dclif*fe 

This  anthology  is  worth  keeping  for  the  introduction  by 
Professor  Steeves,  even  though  Mrs.  Hadcliffe^s  novel  is  cut 
by  several  chapters  which  he  s^ommarizes.  He  omits  to  say 
that  he  also  eliminated  the  quotations  or  short  passages 
which  Mrs.  Radcllffe  used  a-s  Chapter  Pleadings.  Yet,  I consider 
this  abridgment  is  quite  sufficient  for  the  modern  student,  and 
that  the  time  spent  in  reading  the  original  is  hardly  ^iustlfied. 
Only  the  serious  student  of  Mrs.  Radcliffe^s  work  should  need 
an  unabridged  edition,  of  this  novel. 


58  5p. 
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Stefan,  Gregory 


In  Searoii  of  Sanity:  The  Journal  of  a Schizophrenic; 
Postscript  by  Humphry  Osmond;  New  Hyde  Park,  New  York,  Uni- 
versity Books  Inc.  (1965);  Index  257p. 

Of  Greek  ancestry  and  residence  as  a youth,  Stefan  had 
a happy,  healthy  life,  married  a cheerful  girl  whom  he  loved 
deeply,  and  enjoyed  life  until  he  had  been  two  years  married. 

He  then  suffered  depression,  fear,  mental  and  physical  dis- 
orientation, inability  to  work,  lassitude.  Consulting  Dr.  A. 
Gression,  a psychoanalytic  psychiatrist,  he  became  obsessed 
with  the  ideas  suggested  to  him  during  analysis,  became  fear- 
ful of  the  security  of  his  marriage  and  his  family,  and  then 
applied  for  admittance  to  a mental  hospital.  Here  he  was 
again  subjected  to  psychoanalysis  because  the  director  of  the 
hospital  was  a Freudian  and  the  staff  directly  followed  the 
psychoanalytical  procedures. 

Despite  his  constant  complaint  that  he  was  sick  physic- 
ally, treatment  concentrated  on  an  attempt  to  find  psycholog- 
ical explanations.  Not  until  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  meet 
two  doctors  who  agreed  with  the  teachings  of  Abram  Hoffer  of 
Saskatchewan  and  looked  for  both  spiritual  and  physical  causes 
of  his  illness,  and  adopted  a good  dietary  and  exercise  pro- 
gram did  he  become  reasonably  well  again.  He  refers  to  TTari- 
lyni  Monroe  and  Norman  Mailer  as  receiving  treatment,  and  the 
girl  was  a fellow-patient  in  his  hospital,  though  he  did  not 
recognize  her  when  he  saw  her.  (I  must  nov/  read  up  on  ^Tonroe  . ) 
He  was  acquainted  with  Mailer,  and  deplores  Mailer^s  view  that 
freedom,  from  discipline  is  good.  He  feels  that  only  through 
discipline  can  one  achieve  a sense  of  resnonsibili ty . 

This  book  is  a serious  indictment  of  psychoanalytic  doc- 
trines in  the  treatment  of  mental  disease,  and  a plea  for  re- 
search into  dietary  and  chemical,  particularly  drug,  research, 
together  with  co-operation  from  the  clergy  for  the  spiritual 
side  of  curative  therapy.  He  suggests  that  instead  of  concen- 
trating on  the  exploration  of  self,  the  patient  should  be  di- 
rected to  ignore  himself  and  seek  to  love  others.  . This  is  a 
striking  confirmation  of  the  solution  which  Frances  Farmer  in 
her  more  recen t'^autobiography  describes. 

Dr.  Osmond  compares  this  book  with  that  of  Beers,  which  I 
read  many  years  ago,  and  leads  me  to  feel  that  a careful  study 
of  various  accounts  of  mental  Illness  should  be  made.  One  of 
the  sad  results  of  mental  illness  is  to  alienate  the  patient 
from  his  family  and  friends,  and  loneliness  is  one  of  the  most 
fearful  emotions  suffered. 


Steiger,  Brad 


Bizarre  Beauties;  Chicago,  Gamerarts  Publishing  Go,, 

Inc.  (1965)  (Merit  Book  #7IvI814;  12 8p. 

Both  illustrations  and  the  writing  in  this  book  are 
designed  to  be  sensational  rather  than  accurate.  The  author 
writes  on  the  occult,  and  the  women  he  writes  about  are  often 
associated  with  the  occult  arts.  Sixteen  are  surveyed,  and 
they  include  saSfiisci  mentioned  in  Gerald  Sparrow’s  Women  Who 
Murder,  Gh.4,  Marie  de  Brinvilliers . 

Steiger  indicates  that  for  cruelty  and  sadism,  women  are 
often  worse  than  men,  and  some  of  his  subjects  certainly  seem 
to  prove  his  point.  This  book  may  provide  a useful  guide  to 
interesting  material,  but  his  facts  should  be  subjected  to 
careful  examination. 


Steiger,  Brad 

Psychic  City:  Chicago;  Doorway  to  Another  Dimension;  Garden 
Cit,  New  York,  Doubleday  & Company,  Inc. (1976,  Other  Dimensions, 
Inc.);  Appendix  by  Dr.  J.  Gordon  Melton;  Book  Club  Ed.  186p. 

The  appendix  lists  psychics  in  Chicago  and  vicinity  and  the 
book  itself  centers  on  Chicago  activities  including  the  publication 
of  FATE  magazine  which  constitutes  Chapter  2. 

Steiger  has  written  many  books,  but  I think  this  is  the  first 
I’ve  read.  He  seems  to  be  well  acquainted  with  psychic  phenomena 
but  whether  he  investigated  much  himself  I don’t  know. 

This  is  a popular  account. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  11,  2003 


CUSTOMER 

CENTRE 


MANITOBA 


stein,  Herman  D,  (Editor) 

The  Crisis  in  Welfare  in  Cleveland:  Report  of  the 
Mayor’s  Commission;  Cleveland,  Case  Western  Reserve  Univer- 
sity, 1969;  (1969,  University)  173p* 

This  is  an  excellent  example  of  the  neglect  of  the  poor 
in  the  core  and  rural  districts  of  Cleveland,  and  proves  that 
the  State  officials  and  civic  officials  have  not  done  what  is 
essential  to  eliminate  poverty.  As  in  other  studies  of  the 
poverty  problem,  a guaranteed  annual  income  is  recommended; 
and  I feel  that  if  the  capitalistic  system  is  to  survive,  a 
GAI  is  the  minimum  immediate  measure  to  be  Implemented  by  the 
federal  governments  of  Canada  and  the  USA, 

The  chiselling  done  by  officals  of' the  State  and  of  the 
welfare  workers  is  almost  unbelievable,  arid  should  be  correc- 
ted. I’m  curious  about  whether  this  report  brought  about  any 
important  reforms,  or  was  it  shelved? 


j 
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stein,  Leopold 


Anatomy  of  Eve  (Original  Title:  ^^Loathsome  Women^M 
Toronto , 'Popular  Library  #SP290  ; (1959)  222p. 

Written;  in  collaboration  witii  I-Iartha  Alexander,  whose ^ 
name  appears  on  the  title  page,  this  is  a psychiatric  study 
of  four  women  represented  as  composite  characters  in  the 
light  of  the  author^s  conviction  that  they  are  modern  repre- 
se'ntatives  of  witches  who  would  probably  have  been  persecu- 
ted during  the  years  of  the  witch-mania . 

Their  cases  prompted  the  author  to  study  witchcraft. 

He  summarizes  its  history,  and  his  analysis  of  the  psychology 
of  the  witches  themselves,  in  chapters  11  and  12;  and  in  the 
concluding'  chapters  he  applies  the  knowledge  to  assist  in  the 
cure  of  his  four  patients,  apparently  with  success. 

This  is  a well-written  and  interesting  book,  which  de- 
serves a place  in  any  collection  of  books ^on  witcharaft,  or 
popular  psychotherapy.  The  psycho-analytic  ideas  of  the 
author  are  presented  in  a way  which  makes  them  easily  com- 
prehended. 

Stein  suggests  that  projection  of  subconscious  beliefs 
can  be  sufficiently  objective  to  create  hallucina tions,  for 
the  believer,  and  cause  in  others  (himself)  an  av^areness  of 
their  potency.  He,  also  demonstrates  hov/  the  beliefs  can 
cause  or  aggravate  illness,  particularly  functional  disorders 

Although  it  occurs  to  me  that  the  plausibility  of  the 
book  may  be  explained  by  its  authors  having  eliminated  from 
consideration  anything  in  the  case -his  tor  ie  s^  y/hich  would,  cast 
doubt  on  the  hypothesis,  I believe  this  book  is  worth  study- 
ing. 


One  of  the  women  believed  in  astrology,  but  aside  from^ 
their  dream  phenomena  nothing  is  outlined  to  suggest  that 
they  were  mediumistic.  This  rather  surprises  me,  as  I think 
that  many  witches  were.  .■ 
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Steinbeck,  John 


The  Short  Reign  of  Pippin  IV;  A Fabrication;  New  ¥ork, 

The  Viking  Press,  1957;  Illustrated  by  William  Pene  du  Bois; 

(1957,  author)  188p. 

This  Book  of  the  Month  Club  selection  is  not  easily  found 
either  in  hardcover  or  paperback,  which  indicates  avid  collecting 
interest . 

Short-lived  governments  in  France  lead  the  people  to  seek 
a monarch.  They  find  him  a henpecked  astronomer  interested  only 
in  his  hobby,  with  a rebellious  daughter  who  is  courted  by  the 
son  of  an  American  Egg  King,  and  an  uncle  who  deals  in  fake  art, 
but  who  is  wise  to  the  weaknesses  of  mankind. 

This  is  humorous  fantasy  satire.  Pippin  tries  to  introduce 
sensible  legislation  (outlined  on  page  173)  but  is  deposed  and 
returns  happily  to  his  former  life. 

More  political  satire  than  fantasy,  this  still  qualifies  as 
fantastic  fiction  according  to  Tymn. 

(Note:  The  paperback  edition  does  not  have  the  illustrations. 

New  York,  Toronto,  London,  Bantam  Books  (#H3013);  (April,  19580 
(5th  printing,  April,  1965)  151p. 


3246  Portage  Avenue 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3K  0Y9 
(204)  831  -7777 


THE  First  Quarter  CeiWry 

1962-1987 

Le  Premier  Quart  De  Siecle 

CA  SE  FETE! 
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Steiner,  Rudolf 


The  History  of  Spiritism;  and  The  History  of  Hypnotism 
and  Somnambulism:  Two  lectures  deli^vered  in  Berlin,  May 
20  and  June  6,  1904;  Translated  by  Frances  F,  Dawson;  New 
York,  An throposophic  Press,  Inc*;  London,  Rudolf  Steiner 
Publishing  Go*,  1943  48p. 

These  popular  lectures  of  Steiner  are  of  little  im^por- 
tance  to  the  student,  but  do  name  some  continential  European 
investigators  of  the  phenomena  whose  work  is  unknown  to  me. 

Consequently,  this  pamphlet  should  be  retained. 


Stekel,  V/ilhelm  ' 

Auto-erotism:  A Psychiatric  Study  of  Onanism  and  ITeur- 
osis;  Foreword  by  Fnil  A.  Gutheil;  Introduction  by  Fredric 
V/ertham;  Authorized  translation  by  lames  3.  Van  Teslaar;  Few 
York,  Grove  Press,  Inc.  (y^E-SSS)  , (1961),  ( 19  50  ,Liveright)  ; 
Glossary,  Index  289p. 

^Gtekel  makes  the  unequivocal  and  repeated  statement 
that  everyone  mas/ turba tes , consciously  or  unconsciously. 

He  traces  the  habit  from  infancy  to  old  age,  and  describes 
the  secretiveness,  the  prohibitions  of  society  and  parents, 
of  religion  particularly,  and  the  probable  contimied  stru^r^^le/ 
against  our  primitive  instinctual  behavior. 

On  the  basis  of  case-histories,  he  supports  his  thesis 
tha  t' masturba  tion  is  healthy  and  natural,  and  that  the  ces- 
sation of  the  habit  is  what  leads  to  neurosis  and  illness. 
l!any  of  the  cases  he  cites,  hov;ever,  indicate  what  seems  to 
ms  to  be  excessive  sexual  activity.  This  he  attributes  to 
higher  than  average  intelligence  and  ability,  and  on  the 
basis  of  historical  characters,  he  is  possibly  correct.  On 
the  other  hand,  he  admits  that  excessive  sexual  activity  is 
a marked  feature  of  hysteria  and  mental  illness. 

I can  understand  why  this  book  is  considered  a classic 
in  psychiatric  literature;  it  must  have  required  courage  and 
conviction  to  publish  these  views  ap-aiust  the  culminative 
opinion  of  his  day.  That  modern  psychiatry  goes  so  far  as 
to  accept  the  harmlessness  of  the  practice  of  masturbation  is 
probably  due  in  no  small  degree  to  this  book;  but  advocation 
of  the  practice  is  seldom  made. 

I am  not  entirely  in  agreement  with  Itekel,  but  I do 
feel  that  his  book  conveys  his  o\;n  honest  c uivictions. 


3tekel,  V/ilhelm 

3exual  Aberrations:  The  Phenomena  ofPetishisn  in  Re- 
lation to  3ex;  New  York,  Grove  Press  2 vols  (1964) 

1.  BG-64  369p. 

2.  3C-65  ■ 355p. 

((Authorized  En^^lish  version  by  Dr,  3,  Parker) 

On  the  basis  of  70  case-histories,  summarized  often  in 
great  detail,  Dr.  3tekel  and  his  assistant  Dr.  Gutheil  con- 
clude that  Fetishism  and  other  aberrations  result  from,  the 
struggle  of  the  individual  to  substitute  for  the  primary 
object  of  the  sexual  drive  an  ob,1ect  which  has  associations 
in  early  experiences  so  significant  emotionally  that  it  com- 
bines an  aesthetic  and  religious  or  spiritual  value  with  a 
material  representation  of  the  primary  object  in  symbolic 
form. 


Giving  dreams  an  interpretative  function,  sometimes 
psycho-analy tically  oriented,  and  compulsive  actions  a 
schizophrenic  character,  3tekel  indicates  that  thorough 
analysis  leading  the  patient  to  understand  the  basis  of  his 
fetishism  will  often  lead  to  a cure.  T!is  lengthiest  case, 
which  constitutes  Chapter  is  of  a doctor  who  writes  part 
of  the  chapter  about  his  case  of  orthopedic  fetishism.  "^he 
case»?histor ie s are  of  people  who  have  mot  themselves  into 
trouble  or  illness  because  of  their  aberrations,  but  my  own 
conclusion  is  that  normal  people  must  to  a lesser  extent  be 
influenced  to  apparently  Irrational  behavior. 

Gtekel  sees  these  cases  as  sinners  striving  to  beco.^e 
saints  in  their  efforts  to  overcome  tabooM  lonmings.  In 
men,  heterosexual  behavior  is  inhibited,  and  masturbation  or 
homosexual  attachments  are  substituted. 

One  detail  in  the  earlier  cases  which  I find  difficult 
to  credit  is  the  orgasm  to  ejaculation  experienced  by  the 
patient  soraeti^es  on  sight  of  the  fetish.  How  such  a con- 
dition could  continue  to  be  hidden  from  others,  in  view  of 
the  necessity  to  clean  the  underwear  of  the  patient,  baffles 
me.  Also,  instant  ejaculation  seems  to  be  Incredible. 

Gtekel  points  out  the  tendency  of  the  fetishist  to  be 
absorbed  in  his  fantasy  world  to  the  extent  that  he  becomes 
incapable  of  efficient  functioning  in  any  useful  or  rractical 
v;ay  of  living.  He  renounces  the  world  and  retreats  into  his 
fetish-centered  universe. 

To  the  layman,  the  principal  value  of  reading  this  book 
is  probably  to  enable  him  to  understand  his  own  irrational 
thoughts  and  emotions  better. 

i 


Stephen,  A.  M, 

The  Glearaing  Archway;  London.  & Toronto,  !!.  Lent  & 

Sons  Ltd.;  Nev/  York,  E.  P.  Dutton  & Go.  Inc.,  (1929)  29  5pp 

Frinarily,  this  is  the  story  of  a newspapeman^  s decision 
to  devote  his  life  to  socialism,  and  of  his  fight  with  a spy 
for  the  Government  who  is  masquerading  as  a labor  agitator. 

It  is  of  interest  to  readers  of  fantastic  fiction,  hov/ever, 
because  it  has  incidents  of  psychic  v/arnings  or  presentiments: 
the  heroine,  of  Breton  descent,  has  visions  of  the  drowned  city 
of  Ys , as  others  in  her  family  have,  whenever  an  event  of  great 
significance  to  them  is  about  to  transpire;  the  agitator  is  a 
spiritualist  who  has  seduced  the  wife  of  a wo.rker,  the  wife 
having  mediumistic  faculties;  and  the  hero  is  convinced  that  he 
has  lived  and  loved  in  past  lives.  The  heroine  in  this  book  is 
very  like  the  heroine  in  '\The  Kingdom  of  the  3un^\  and  is  quite 
apparently  Stephen's  ideal.  The  hero’s  name  is  Kaitland  (the 
middle  name  of  Stephen) , so  that  the  book  may  be  to  some  extent 
autobiographical.  ' 

Although  not  primarily,  a fantasy  novel,  this  book  is  of 
interest  to  readers  of  fantasy  because  of  its  fantasy  elenents. 


\ 


\ 


Stephen,  A.  M. 

The  Kingdom  of  the  Sun:  A Rcbmance  of  the  Far  V/est  Coast; 
London  <ic  Toronto,  J.  H.  Dent  & Sons  Ltd.,  1927;  285pp. 

. , ' ' 

A gentleman  eompanibn  of  Francis  Drake,  slandered  to  his 
leader,  escapes  from  the  ship  to  assist  a ’’Daughter  of  the  Sun” 
v\iho  has  become  priestess  to  the  Salish  Indians  of  the  B,  G. 
coast.  Their  enemies,  the  strong  Haida,  led  by  a shaman,  seek 
to  capture  the  priestess  and  so  become  supremLe. 

Richard  Anson  having  lost  his  sweetheart  through  death, 
falls  in  love  with  Auria , whose  training  as  Aztec  virgin  forbids 
her  to  permit  human  love.  This  witch-woman  finally  accepts 
Anson’s  offer-  to  give  his  life  to  the  ^?:ods  in  payment  for  saving 
the  Balish  tribe  by  an  earthquake  which  vanquishes  the  Haidas; 
but  in  doing  so,'  she  allows  him  possession  of  her  body  so  that 
she  may  bear  a.  son.  The  daughter  of  the  Haida  shaman,  who  loves 
Anson,  accompanies  Auria  and  takes  Auria’s  son  to  the  Haidas  so 
that  he  may  lead  the  Haidas  to  supremacy  and  unification  of  the 
Y/est  Coast  Indians. 

I This  is  a curiously  immature  and  yet  well-written  and 
poetic  romance,  which  accepts  as  real  the  phemnomena  of  scryin^o;, 
reincarnation  and  transmigration  of  souls,  hypnotism,  and  a 
spiritual  world  whose  powers  are  available  to  shaman  and  pries- 
tess. It  is  probably  the  only  attempt  to  base  a fantasy  novel 
on  the  phenomena  of  psychical  research  as  practised  by  the 
Canadian  Indians,  and  may  be  one  of  the  most  important  of 
Canadian  fantasy  novels  for  that  reason. 


Stephens,  James 

Irish  Fairy  Tales;  Illnstrated  in  color  by  Arthur  Hack- 
ham,  16  platens  plus  black  and  \vhite  decorations;  London, 


Tiacmillan  & Go.  Ltd,,  1920  318p. 

Contents 

1.  The  Story  of  Tuan  mac  Cairill  1 

2.  The  Boyhood  of  Fionn  3.^ 

3.  The  -Birth  of  Bran  91 

4.  Oisin^s  Ho the r , - ■ 109 

5.  The  V/ooing  of  Becfola  / 133 

6.  The  Little -Brawl  at  Allen  ' ■ , 157 

7.  The  Carl  of  the  Drab  Goat  173 

8.  The  Enchanted  Gave  of  Gesh  Corran  201 

9.  Becuma  of  the  V/hite  Skin  ' 219 

*10,  Hongan’s  Franzy  257 


These  tales  are  based  on  Irish  legends  and  can  be  read 
with  pleasure  and  interest  by  people  of  any  age.  The  ease 
with  which  the  Irish  nobility  were  able  to  cross  the  border- 
land of  faery,  and  some  tines  their  inability  to  realize  that 
they  had  crossed,  is  very  well  presented, 

Hy  impression  is  that  the  Irish  were  a lovable  and 
terrible  people  in  their  earlier  legendary  time. 


Stephens,  James 


Poetry.  ^ 


Kings  and  the  Jloon;  New/  York,  The  liacmillan  Company, 

1938  : * 68p. 

Because  the  author  has  written  so  much  fantasy,  I bought 
this  book, 

I must  admit,  however,  that  I derived  no  benefit  from  a 
quick  reading  of  it.  Probably  a greater  intelligence  and 
patience  than  mine  is  essential  to  its  understanding. 


Stephens,  Valerie  (pseudonym  of  Stephen  R.  George) 

Mirror,  Mirror;  New  York,  Zebra  Books  (#04782),  (1994,  au- 
thor ) 349p . 

Commencing  with  the  same  theme  as  his  short  story  "Over- 
eaters Ominous"  about  a wife  married  only  a year  fearing  a rival 
has  attracted  her  husband  and  that  she  must  reduce  her  weight 
and  have  plastic  surgery  as  a basis  for  fighting  her  rival. 

Convinced  that  the  rival  is  aware  of  her  in tent ions , Amanda 
realizes  after  several  incidents  that  her  rival^^is  attempting 
to  kill  her,  so  she  enhances  her  looks  too  hastily  for  her  health 
and  nerves,  and  hires  a private  detective  to  track  down  the  wo- 
man. He  supplies  her  with  a photo  of  her  rival,  who  resembles 
an  aunt  of  her  husband  said  to  be  in  England.  After  the  murder 
of  two  doctors  who  have  treated  Amanda,  the  detective  tracks  the 
rival  to  the  rival’s  residence,  where  family  pictures  of  herjhus- 
band  are  found,  raising  suspicion  that  the  rival  might  even  be 
the  aunt. 

Vaguely  suspecting  that  her  husband’s  sister  and  her  doctor 
husband  may  know  more  about  her  rival  than  they  have  let  her  know 
Amanda  even  has  a single  sexual  encounter  with  the  detective  and 
sets  him  to  track  the  rival  whom  she  suspects  of  taking  a trip 
with  her  husband  who  has  assured  her  that  business  only  made  the 
trip  necessary.  The  finale  reveals  the  husband  as  a dual  per- 
sonality whose  mental  illness  has  created  a fantasy  woman  who 
has  no  actual  existence  but  enthrals  him  to  the  extent  that  Amanda 
makes  herself  into  the  rival’s  double  to  replace  her. 

This  suspense  novel  is  well  crafted  and  interesting,  but  does 
not  play  fair  with  the  reader  and  creates  situations  misleading 
and  in  several  instances  impossible  of  belief  when  the  denouement 
is  revealed.  Even  the  facts  of  dual  or  multiple  personality  seem 
stretched  beyond  any  reality. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
January  26,  1997 
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stern,  Philip  Van  Boren  (Editor)  ' Antlolc^y, 

The  Midnl'-ht  Reader;  Great  Stories  of  Hauntinp:  and 
Horror;  edited,  and  with  an  Introduction  by;  New  York,  Henry 
Holt  and-Gompany  (1942,  Publishers)  564p. 
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This  is  one  of  the  best  antholop-ies  of  weird  tales,  if 
not  the  best;  and  the  introduction  is  perceptive  and  wise, 
though  skeptical  in  the  main.  I have  all  of  these  stories  in 
other  volumes,  but  the  Introduction  is  valuable  enou^^h  to 
have  this  book  in  my  collection  for  reference, 

A wonderful  book,  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word. 


stern.,  P!i  i 1 1 p n 
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3 tern’s  I.atrodno tion  is  well  ncrtl.  utnny  f':r  its  ^nr^’ey 
of  ideas  concerning  the  natnre.  of  tirre.  (l)  "o:*ial  fa.r:tasy 
involving  time  travel,  as  most  of  these  stor*es  :o.  Oi)  a 
simila,r  trea  tment  and  'theme  . (5)  An -ar..-?h]  to  ../t  or  s a 

middle-aged  couple  to  their  for' r-iimensional  hc..nc,  (6i  A 
couple  .from  the  future'  settle  as  nei-^-hbors,  an-.i  o^>ens1bly  as 
a story,  tell  the  narrator  that  time  travel  means  t’^e  e,r'd  of 
th e world  becau x3 e pe op  le  of  t h e f u tu re  ca  n ’ t fa  ce  co ^ 1 i ■*:  1 ^ n ^ 
and  return  to  the  most  attractive  '’past'’  that  they  can 
('8)  A cruelly  treated 'dog  aven-f'^es  itself  on  mankind 'by 
each  hunter  of  grouse  an  eArerie-nje  of  the  past  w’^er:  '^:unt\ny 
coijid  it  ions  were  ideal.,  and  then  refusin-  to  tlnuo  *:'-e  ';u^ 
perlence^for  any  of  them*  (9)  A' father  and  son.  ha-.'*  a-  a '-- 
cept  themselves  as  the  sane  person  attom'^t  t ra  1 ten  o^l■♦■ 

their  relationships  by  tine  travel.  (10^  A tenor  ro,.  ’ c new.-- 
paper”  racing  enthuaslast  wins  a fortune  only  to  Ic-arn  -^ron  th^ 
same  sou..rce  as  his  winnings  that  he  is  dO''"ne'’  Ar  ■1•e  c-n  'f-’f-e 
same  day*  (.11)  The  most  realistic  aovd  susren.'”'*  ful  st-^^^y  n 
this  volume-,  about  a prostlt'ste  in  a rhone  bo.'th  t>""-  lenu d ''■y 
a monstrous  blob,  and  an,  operator  who,  wit^  +h'5^  "'■''Ih^'O,  canuo'!' 
locate  her  because  she  ho.s  the  syrerience  sone  t^''^n/  ■!  n t’  'V. 
ture,  (12)  A Christmas  story  of  a nan  to  tlr.-y  .-'U* •'^e 

who  is  s.hovvn  that  the  .^ift  of  life,  is  meaninr'^ul  an'-  n-c.'-  ::ary 

■ There  are  none  excellent,  and  some  unimportant  s"^or*'os  i.n 
this  volume,  but  it  'Is  above  ave^ame. 
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"Stevens,  Ciiri<? topher  (pseudonym),  (Paul  Tabori) 

'Secret  and  Forbidden,  New  York,  Living  Books,  Inc. 
(1966,  Tabori) 

I read  this  book  Under  the  British  paperback  edition 
which  Used  the  author's  real  name. 


Saturday,  Sept.  30  - Potluck  Supper  - 4:00  p.m. 

Things  needed: 

White  cloth  ) 

Prayer  Card  ) 

CWF  Pin  ) E.  Owen 

Anniversary  Cake  ) 

CWF  Symbol  ) 

Banner  (Happy  40th  Anniversary  - CWF)  ) Lito 
1949  - 1989  ) 

Offering  Basket  ) 

Bible  ) Yvonne 


Food  Committee: 


Y.  Richmond 
L.  Concepcion 
E . Owen 
A.  Marcelino 


Clean  Up  Committee:  Everybody 


Volunteers  still  accepted 


Setting  Up  of  Tables:  Ben,  Helen,  Nesty,  Linda,  A.  Owen  & E.  Owen,  Y.R 

& whoever  wants  to  volunteer 


Main  Dish:  R,  Lim 

J . Wood 
H . Amaca 

Nida  Manalang  + rice 
Baby  Manalang  + rice 
A.  Marcelino  + rice 

L.  Concepcion  + Rice 

Vegetable  Salad: 

M.  Cuthbert  e. 

J.  Boyce 
Violet  Wilburg 

Dessert:  A.  Panganiban  N.  Boulton 

'Grace  Cuthbert 
Sophie 

Tea,  Coffee  & Drinks  - Susan  Ronquillo 
Milk,  Sugar  - J.  Anderson 
Bread  & Butter  - A.  Cheyne 

Plates,  cups,  dessert  plates  & napkins  +-  rice  - iFlor 


Maxima  Olais  Baby  Lagman 

E . Owen 

Y.  Richmond 

Pina  Santos 

Sensia 

Gloria 

Nida  Ballesteros 


Owen 


Invitations?? 
Photographer?  ? 


Stevens,  Francis 

The  Citadel  of  Fear;  Introduction  by  Sam  Moskowitz;  New  York, 
Paperback  Library  (#65-401);  (August,  1970)  270p. 

Moskowitz  is  misspelled  on  the  cover  and  title  page  as  "Mos- 
cowitz"  but  correctly  for  the  introduction. 

This  long  novel,  praised  by  both  Lovecraft  and  Merritt  after 
its  original  publication  serially  in  1918  ARGOSY,  like  tha  author’s 
"Claimed"  probably  influenced  both  men.  Based  on  The  Island  of  Dr. 
Moreau  by  H.  G.  Wells,  this  locale  is  in  Mexico  and  treats  the  gods 
as  characters. 

A giant  Irishman  O’Hara  accompanies  an  older  scientist  Kennedy 
and  discovers  a hidden  hacienda  owned  by  Biornson  who  shirks  giving 
hospitality  and  warns  them  against  the  Guardians  of  the  Hills  who 
shield  their  gods  and  treasure  from  intruders.  The  two  proceed  and 
disover  a degenerate  people  and  some  white  giants  in  control  of  a 
treasure  of  gold  vessels.  They  glimpse  also  a beautiful  young  girl 
who  admires  O’Hara  as  if  he  were  a god. 

Believing  Kennedy  dead  after  the  encounter,  O’Hara  returns  to 
the  States,  and  fifteen  years  later  his  home  is  invaded  and  wrecked 
by  an  entity  somehow  linked  to  an  eidolon  brought  from  Mexico.  He 
repairs  the  damage,  but  is  again  invaded,  this  time  by  a white  ape 
whom  he  pursues  and  finds  a fortified  mansion  owned  by  Reed  who  is 
served  by  an  albino  and  who  claims  to  have  an  insane  daughter.  The 
girl  sees  O’Hara  and  tries  to  indicate  she  needs  help;  O’Hara  is 
told  by  Reed  that  he  is  raising  unusual  animals,  but  O’Hara  cannot 
understand  Reed  having  only  the  albino  as  assistant. 

Reed  turns  out  to  be  Biornson  in  disguise,  and  his  daughter 
the  girl  glimpsed  by  O’Hara  fifteen  years  before.  Kennedy  turns  up 
as  having  smuggled  a fortune  in  gold  from  Mexico  and  using  potions 
to  create  monstrous  beings  he  can  command  as  if  they  were  zombies. 

O’Hara  and  his  sister  and  her  lawyer  husband  succeed  in  fight- 
ing these  enemies  and  O’Hara  wins  the  girl. 

There  is  much  philosophical  discussion  concerning  relationships 
between  men  and  gods,  and  supernormal  influences  which  can  animate 
a black  stone  image.  This  novel  is  extremely  well  written  and  is 
obviously  well-researched. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
June  23,  1997 
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Stevens,  Francis 


Claimed;  New  York,  Avalon  Books;  (1966,  Thomas  Bouregy  and 
Company,  Inc.  192p. 

Because  of  its  high  reputation,  this  book  should  have  been 
read  by  me  long  ago. 

I do  not  remember  when  it  v/as  published  originally  in  one  of 
the  Munsey  magazines,  so  I do  not  know  if  Merritt  and  Lovecraft 
were  infleenced  by  it.  Primary  elements  of  the  v/ork  of  both  these 
writers  are  evident. 

A volcanic  upheaval  brings  to  earth's  surface  an  oblong  box 
containing  secrets  known  to  the  prehistoric  Atlantean  civilization 
and  treasured  by  a sea-god  slumbering  since  that  world  was  des- 
troyed. Recovered  by  a sailor  who  sells  it  to  an  antique  dealer, 
it  is  purchased  by  a v/ealthy  miser  who  is  as  determined  to  keep 
it  as  the  sea-god  is  to  recover  it. 

The  box  exerts  an  uncanny  influence  and  has  an  inscription 
which  ends  on  its  bottom  regardless  of  whether  it  is  placed  up  or 
down.  The  miser  suffers  from  this  and  a young  doctor  whose  first 
patient  is  the  miser  is  called  to  attend  him.  He  falls  in  love  with 
the  raiser's  niece,  the  only  person  trusted  by  the  old  man  until  he 
accepts  and  hires  the  doctor  to  share  her  duty  to  care  for  him. 

A mysterious  stranger  kidnaps  the  miser  and  his  niece  and 
takes  them  aboard  a derelict  ship.  The  doctor,  the  sailor,  and 
the  captain  of  a ship  give  chase,  and  the  niece  is  rescued,  but  the 
miser  goes  down  with  the  derelict  because  he  refuses  to  part  with 
the  box. 

Several  incidents  in  the  story  show  the  author,  v/ho  was  a 
woman  writing  under  a pseudonym,  to  have  been  a serious  student  of 
spiritualism  and  psychical  research. 

There  were  few  magazine  stories  of  this  kind  published  in  the  pulp 
periodicals,  but  this  is  so  well  written  that  it  could  not  be  re- 
jected. 


e.  X D n 6 "I  ♦ R n o V 0 --t  ?. 

fvi'x  id.ciyor  L'F.nioi''.  jri'roH  nolry.*  ^rsV'f  'iboi  15,10 

.q.OOI  , ; , , ,vni;(;mo0 

nssd  ©YGfl  bii.'Of'R  }lood  ex dd  , no ict B:Ji/q9T  rigid  adi;  oai.-cosd 

,og£  gnol  ofn  Yd  beoi 

io  s^nw  rx  y I lo./: x , i i o bcdr  ilduq  sr.v/  :Jx  no/fw  isdmsmsi  Ion,  ob  I 

ztifiiosyoJ  br=£  crxii'isi]  'ix  won:!  ^on  cb  I os  ,E9nxs£gL.n.  Y^^rui^i  9fl:r 
oBori:J  ridod  5.0  d*>ov/  DdX  ito  sJ n o m o I j .:lx  yd  noonooixnx  &y9v 

. d'  fl  9 b X V 9 9 X G a 1 9 X x 1 

xod  ofioldo  n£  orBiTiis  s’riJiBO  od  sgnxyd  J.x-yr.ortqir  oinnolov  A 
nox-tB.RxIiv.ro  fTfi9:JnB.f::JA  o j'in:}2if{o'iq  odn  oj  nwon;I  adsioos  gnxnxBdooo 
-:iob  SGv/  i Iiov.'  .Yndj  c^onxs  nx“:ar'inT'I&  bog“'£es  r.  vri  ba'iifUGoxd  bn^ 
,'xclDob  fijjpxdnB  ns  od  dx  ?.  f lss  or  v;  lolino.  f:>  yd  b£)X'~'voo9H  ,:)9^’:o'i:J 
q99>!  O'J  b9iTxr^iX£' :tob  eg  eI  oriv/  ydexiit  vdxtlBfv:  a yd  beaEdoiuq  si.  dx 

.q.r  ‘iovoo9’j  ol  EX  bos-"B93  odd  EG  :ti 

nox;t  r;  ixoEn x nr  and  bnB  odhoi?.’ !^nx  vnrTEonu  iiB  e:Jiox9  xod  oriT 
10  i,jj  beoBla  ax  Jl  i^riztodv;  j.o  ee  bI  bingsi  raoztdod  f.-Ji  nc  Ebfr^?  r!  ox  dvr 
dBix‘i  SEoriv.  lodoox:  nnnoY  b bnB  x'.xrij  raoii  EioiiuE  iscinr  oriT  .nwofa 
d:Jxw  9voi  nx  eIXbx  9:’  ,rxd  bnoddn  ol  bolico  j x ioexp  sd:J  ex  JnsxXBq 
9^  Ix'injj.  riBfTt  bio  od:^  yd  bolo.nid  noaisq  yino  ed:?  ^909xn  E/iOEifn  erid 
,^ixrf  lol  0103  od  ylub  ixd  siBria  ol  loloob  odl  EOixrf  bus  BinooDB 

bnB  90£.)xn  ex;',  bno  loExm  ''■•dl  E.qEnbx:!  'lognBilE  ait oiisd ay fx  / 
biiB  ^lorxBE  sdd  ,iO-*3Gb  OflT  .fiLria  doilsiob  b biBods  P!odi 
Gxi.l  -tfid  ^bej'OROi  EX  xDoj.n  orLi  bne  .OEBfio  ovxg  qida  b 'io  nxB.lqoD  sdl 
d.jiw  liBq  od  EOEUloi  od  'lEirBOod  :t3.r.l9i9b  9n:J  fiqiv/  nvob  asog  "tsexih 

.xod  0d^ 

B EBvr  odv  oiil  '.’Ofla  yiolE  odl  nx  xdinsbxonx  Xbisvs^ 

10  ifisbuXa  arroxi:.  E E nood  ovari  Oj  ^inviobnsBq  b lobnn  gn.'xriiv/  nnyovf 

,n."iS9E9i  iBoldoyaq  bns  mExXBi'dxixqa 

qljKf  9if.1  EX  bedExXdnq  brid  axdri  Xo  aoxioXa  onxsB.^'Bm  weX  eisv  siodT 
“SI  sd  don  .bluoo  d.i:  dcdd  (}S.ddx'rE  Ij.sv;  oa  ax,  alnd  dud  ^ a.f  Boiboxieq 

. ' 0 d 0 9 t 


Stevens,  Francis  (Gertrude  Barrows  Bennett,  9-18-84  - 1948) 

The  Elf  Trap;  Editions  Antares,  Apex  International  (2003) 
France;  cover  by  Virgil  Finlay  72p. 

The  Introduction  by  Kevin  L.  Cook  was  obviously  intended  to 
have  been  published  in  the  volume  entitled  Serapion . It  was  in- 
cluded her  to  increase  the  number  of  pages  this  book  used  to  pub- 
lish the  six  short  stories.  The  Bibliography  by  Cook  suggests 
that  he  spent  much  time  researching  the  author’s  work. 

I was  not  greatly  impressed  by  these  short  stories  except 
"The  Elf  Trap".  First  published  in  the  ARGOSY,  July  5,  1919,  it 
greatly  resembles  in  plot  "Three  Lines  of  Old  French"  by  Merritt 
which  was  published  in  the  same  year.  Which  story  may  have  in- 
fluenced the  other,  I do  not  know;  perhaps  the  same  idea  occurred 
independently  to  both  writers. 

The  stories  are  all  well  written  and  carefully  presented, 
but  none  except  "The  Elf  Trap"  emphasibzed  fantasy.  The  others  are 
mainly  expanded  incidents  and  fear  of  the  occult  or  science. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
February  5,  2004 
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Stevens,  Francis  (Gertrude  Barrows  Bennett) 

Serapion;  Cover  by  Virgil  Finlay;  no  date,  publisher  or 
copyright  shown;  limited  to  500  copies;  ah,  2003  106p. 

I agree  with  Kevin  Cook  that  this  is  probably  the  best  of 
the  author’s  stories,  not  only  by  the  plot  itself,  but  as  the 
first  or  one  of  the  first  dealing  realistically  with  mediumistic 
phenomena.  First  person  narrator  admitting  himself  possessed  by 
the  spirit  of  his  uncle  is  unusual  in  pulp  fiction  of  any  kind. 

This,  and  the  other  volume  published  by  Jean-Pierre  Moumon, 
has  very  small  print  and  lacks  competent  proof-reading.  Some 
words  are  almost  missing  from  the  print  and  spelling  errors  are 
numerous.  This  may  be  because  the  printer  is  French,  but  not 
accustomed  to  English;  I do  not  know. 

I rather  doubt  that  the  author  was  familiar  with  murder 
trial  proceedings  or  inquests.  Weaknesses  in  the  plot  seem  to 
be  trivial  by  comparison  with  the  originality  of  the  novel  and  1 
was  fascinated  while  reading  the  story. 

This  novel  was  first  published  in  ARGOSY  June  19  - July  10, 
1920  and  reprinted  in  abrodged  form  previously. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
February  5 , 2004 
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^tev©ns,  William  Oliver 


Beyond  the  "Sunset:  Nev\/  Vistas  to  Immortality;  New  York, 
Dodd,  Mead  & Company,  1944,  (1944,  Publishers);  Biblio?rranhy 

'I19p. 


On  July  19,  194S  the  author^s  son  was  killed  in  action, 
and  this  book  outlines  his  study  of  the  evidence  for  survival 
of  personality  after  death.  As  a specialized  study  on  this 
specific  question  it  is  an  excellent  introduction  to  the 
field  of  psychical  research,  and  emphasises  the  quantity  of 
evidential  material  available  to  anyone  who  will  devote  the 
time  and  effort  required  to  its  study. 

I have  most  of  the  books  in  m_y  collection,  and  should 
note  that  the  anonymously  published  Our  Unseen  Guest  was 
communicated  through  the  '^Joan’^  connected  with  the  -tewart 
Edward  White  books. 


The  author  is  convinced  of  survival. 


138Z  sicCsCm^m  contention 


CHRISTIAN  CHURCH  (Disciples  of  Christ) 


REGISTRATION  FORM  EXPLANATION 


This  year  there  is  a Women’s  Retreat  prior  to  the  Convention  itself.  The  Mennonite 
Brethren  Bible  College  is  available  Tuesday  night  for  those  wishing  to  arrive  early 
for  this  event. 

A.  Registration  ...  We  hope  you  will  find  this  self  explanatory.  Please  note 
separate  registration  for  Encounter  Groups.  There  is  no  Convention  registration  fee 
for  children  under  eleven  years.  (See  Day  Care). 

B.  Accomodation...  The  Mennonite  Brethren  Bible  College  is  passing  along  the  $8.00 

per  person  bedding  charge,  in  which  they  receive  no  profit.  This  bedding  is  for  the 
entire  time,  regardless  of  how  long  you  stay.  r 

Children  twelve  years  and  under  who  stay  with  adults,  will  be  provided  with  a mattress 
at  one  half  the  $4.50  adult  price...  i.e.  $2.25  per  night  and  their  linen  is  $8.00 

C.  Meals...  For  catering  purposes,  the  Mennonite  Brethren  Bible  College  must  have  an 
accurate  count  in  advance  of  the  Convention. 

You  will  note  there  is  no  supper  being  served  on  Saturday  at  the  Convention  site. 

The  cafeteria  will  be  closed  on  Sunday  morning.  Home  Street  church  will  be  providing 
a light  complimentary  lunch  following  the  Sunday  morning  worship  service. 

For  children  under  twelve,  all  meals  are  half  adult  price,  with  exception  of  those 
three  years  and  under,  whose  meals  are  free. 

The  C.C.W.F.  luncheon  has  been  combined  with  the  C.C.M.F.  luncheon  because  of  our 
special  speaker.  Dr.  Jean  Woolfolk. 

D.  Child  Care.,..  The  cost  of  $4.00  per  day  includes  two  snacks  and  a noon  meal, 
and  the  childs  care  after  breakfast  until  5.00  p.m. 


Stevenson,  Burton  E. 


The  Destroyer:  A Tale  of  International  Intrigue;  New  york, 
Dodd,  Mead  and  Company,  1921  434p. 

The  inventor  of  a machine  which  can  destroy  by  wireless  at  a 
distance  approaches  the  Germans  as  the  most  powerful  military 
power  to  influence  the  entire  world  to  abolish  war  since  such  a 
weapon  known  universally  would  make  war  impossible.  To  prove  its 
power  the  Germans  insist  that  the  inventor  blow  up  a French  ship 
killing  300  people.  Although  the  inventor  is  fearless  because  of 
his  sole  knowledge  of  the  machine,  betrayal  by  the  Germans  causes 
danger  to  him  and  his  daughter,  foiled  by  a young  American  jour- 
nalist and  by  Crochard  the  Invincible,  a detective  like  Holmes. 

This  plot  has  been  used  often  by  science  fiction  writers  and 
I think  this  must  be  an  early  example,  since  the  term  science  fic- 
tion had  not  been  invented. 

The  early  part  of  the  book  is  hackneyed,  but  this  is  really 
an  interesting  story. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
August  4,  2003 
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Stevenson,  Burton  E. 

A King  in  Babylon;  with  illustrations  by  W,  H.  D.  Koerner; 
Boston,  Small,  Maynard  & Company,  (1917)  (1917,  author)  391p. 

(Re-issued),  New  York,  Dodd,  Mead  and  Company,  1931  391p. 

Of  the  five  illustrations  in  the  First  Edition,  only  the 
frontispiece  is  in  color.  The  re-issue  has  no  illustrations,  but 
the  frontispiece  of  the  first  edition  was  used  for  the  dust  giack- 
e t . 


Told  in  the  first  person  b^ijf  the  photographer  of  a movie 
production  expedition,  the  story  is  of  the  discovery  of  the  tomb 
of  a 4000  year  old  mummy  who  is  reincarnated  in  the  movie’s  hero 
who  is  involved  with  a French  girl,  the  reincarnation  of  the 
king’s  former  lover  who  was  walled  up  by  him  and  who  manifests  to 
avenge  herself. 

The  early  part  of  the  story  is  interesting  because  of  the 
information  provided  about  early  movie  production.  From  the  time 
the  party  is  in  Egypt  to  make  the  movie,  the  supernormal  events 
are  described  in  a way  which  remindedff  me  of  A.  Merritt’s  care  to 
have  rationalistic  explanations  offered  despite  the  reality  of 
reincarnation.  I believe  that  Merritt  must  have  studied  this 
story  . 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
August  4,  2003 
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Stevenson,  Burton  E. 


The  Storm-Center:  A Romance;  New  York,  A.  L.  Burt  Company 
(1913,  Dodd,  Mead  and  Company,  Inc.)  317p. 

A young  American  is  given  a seat  on  a French  train  in  which 
a man  who  sits  there  in  his  absence  is  murdered.  He  meets  an 
archeologist  who  is  excavating  in  Arab  territory  in  search  of  a 
fabulous  Roman  treasure  and  assists  him  and  his  daughter.  The 
donor  of  the  train  seat  and  his  sister  are  involved  and  have  a 
difficult  time  coping  against  the  occult  powers  of  a priest  who 
is  seeking  control  of  the  treasure. 

This  is  borderline  fantasy  at  best  since  the  powers  used  are 
known  and  those  not  used  are  merely  attributed  to  the  priest.  I 
found  the  last  part  of  the  story  more  interesting  than  the  early 
part,  since  the  Mohammedan  use  of  the  treasure  was  expected  to 
finance  control  of  the  world. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
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<^tevenson,  Elizabeth 


Lafcadio  Hearn;  Frontispiece  photo;  New  York,  The  Mac- 
millan Company,  1961;  Selected  Bibliography;  Index;  362p. 

Reading  this  biography  immediately  after  one  by  Vera 
McWilliams,  I was  surprised  to  find  so  little  repetition  of 
material,  and  that  this  book  is  a welccmie  addition  to  the 
earlier  one.  My  impression  is  that  the  accident  which  lost 
Hearn’s  eye  is  said  here  to  have  occurred  years  later  than 
McWilliams  said,  but  I may  be  mistaken.  I have  not  checked. 

As  a reference  work,  this  book  is  valuable.  The  main 
events  are  the  same  in  both  books,  but  Hearn’s  newspaper  re- 
porter days  in  Cincinnati  are  give  greater  coverage,  and  I • 
learned  that  Hearn  had  written  on  spiritualism. 

It  is  apparent  from  the  incidental  comments  throughout 
this  book  that  Hearn  was  interested  in  any  aspect  of  the 
strange  and  supernormal,  and  that  his  books  would  be  useful 
background  material  for  folklore,  since  he  a ccepted  tales 
from  all  classes  of  people. 


198Z  CONVENTION 


CHRISTIAN  CHURCH  (Disciples  of  Christ) 


REGISTRATION  FORM  EXPLANATION 


This  year  there  is  a Women's  Retreat  prior  to  the  Convention  itself.  The  Mennonite 
Brethren  Bible  College  is  available  Tuesday  night  for  those  wishing  to  arrive  early 
for  this  event. 

A.  Registration  ...  We  hope  you  will  find  this  self  explanatory.  Please  note 
separate  registration  for  Encounter  Groups.  There  is  no  Convention  registration  fee 
for  children  under  eleven  years.  (See  Day  Care). 

B.  Accomodation...  The  Mennonite  Brethren  Bible  College  is  passing  along  the  $8,00 

per  person  bedding  charge,  in  which  they  receive  no  profit.  This  bedding  is  for  the 
entire  time,  regardless  of  how  long  you  stay.  r 

Children  twelve  years  and  under  who  stay  with  adults,  will  be  provided  with  a mattress 
at  one  half  the  $4.50  adult  price...  i.e.  $2.25  per  night  and  their  linen  is  $8.00 

C.  Meals...  For  catering  purposes,  the  Mennonite  Brethren  Bible  College  must  have  an 
accurate  count  in  advance  of  the  Convention. 

You  will  note  there  is  no  supper  being  served  on  Saturday  at  the  Convention  site. 

The  cafeteria  will  be  closed  on  Sunday  morning.  Home  Street  church  will  be  providing 
a light  complimentary  lunch  following  the  Sunday  morning  worship  service. 

For  children  under  twelve,  all  meals  are  half  adult  price,  with  exception  of  those 
three  years  and  under,  whose  meals  are  free. 

The  C.C.W.F.  luncheon  has  been  combined  with  the  C.C.M.F,  luncheon  because  of  our 
special  speaker.  Dr.  Jean  Woolfolk. 

D.  Child  Care....  The  cost  of  $4.00  per  day  includes  two  snacks  and  a noon  meal, 
and  the  childs  care  after  breakfast  until  5.00  p.m. 


^t©vtn'^on,  Robert  Loulq 


Dr.  Jekyll  & Mr,  Hyde;  with  an  Introduction  by  Abraham 
Rothberg;  New  York/Toronto/London , Bantam  Book-  (#12213); 
15th  Printing,  November,  1978,  (1967,  Publi^jberq)  ; Biograph- 
ical data;  Bibliography  106p. 

I read  only  the  Introduction  from  thic.  volume,  but  I am 
pleached  to  have  it  for  the  chronological  biographical  noteq, 
and  for  the  bibliography,  which  make  thic*  edition  ciimilar  to 
the  qchool  edition  of  Jack  London^  The  Gall  of  the  Wild  aq 
a handy  reference. 

Rothberg’ q introduction  outlineq  the  qourceq  of  the 
qtory,  and  an  intere^^ting  ^jtudy  of  the  factorq  of  the 
life  of  the  author  which  influenced  writing. 
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Stevenson,  Robert  Louis 

Dr,  Jekyll  and  Mr.  Hyde  and  Other  Stories;  New  York, 
Magnum  Books  (#14-101),  (1968,  Lancer  Books,  Inc,),  (New 


York,  Prestige  Books,  Inc,)  206p. 

Contents 

1.  The  Strange  Case  of  Dr.  tTekyll  and  Mr.  Hyde  7* 

2.  Markheim  109* 

3.  The  Merry  Men  135 


I had  read  the  first'  two  ‘stories,  and  so  read  only  the 
third  from  this  volume, 

A young  man  visits  his  uncle  and  discovers  that  the  old 
man  has  furnished  his  home  with  relics  from  a shipwreck.  He 
is  in  love  with  his  uncle ^s  daughter,  who  won^t  leave  her 
father,  who  has  become  mentally  ill  and  obsessed  with  the 
noise  of  the  breakers,  called  ’^The  Merry  Ifen'V, 

In  an  effort  to  save  the  insane  man,  a negro  from  a 
shipwreck  tries  to  head  him  off,  but  pursues  him  into  the 
sea  a dies,  because  neither  can  swim.  This  leaves  the  young 
couple  from  to  marry.  It  is  not  entirely  clear  whether  the 
old  man  was  implicated  in  the  shipwreck  from  which  he  profited. 
This  third  story  is  the  weakest  of  the  three. 


Stevenson,  Robert  Louis 

Dr.  tTekyll  and  Mr.  Hyde  and  Other  Stories  of  the  Super- 
natural; New  York,  etc..  Scholastic  Book  Services;  (#T550, 
Sixth  Printing.  April,  1.969),  #T550,  Seventh  Printing,  Feb- 


ruary, 1972),  (#TK550,  prob.  9th  ptg,  1962)  216p. 

Con tents 

1.  Dr.  Jekyll  and  Mr.  Hyde  1’*' 

2.  The  Bottle  Imp  108* 

3.  Markheim  158* 

4.  The  Body-Snatcher  186 


This  is  an  excellent  selection  of  Stevenson’s  weirder 
stories,  the  last  being  macabre  rather  than  fantasy,  and  all 
of  which  I have  read  from  other  sources. 


/ 


3 tev^nsoa,  Robert  Louis 

The  Strange  Cage  of  Dr.  Jekyll  and  Mr.  Hyde,  and  other 
stories;  Edited,  and  with  an  introduction  by  Robert  Hawkins 


(1966,  Dell  Publishing  Go.,  Inc.)  (#2039)  192p. 

Contents 

Introduction  6 

1.  The  Strange  Case  of  Dr.  Jekyll  and  Mr.  Hyde  9* 

2.  The  Suicide  Club  73 

3.  The  Bottle  Imp  102* 

4.  The  Body-Snatcher  132 

5.  Ola 11a  151 


Apart  from  the  fantasies  marked  with  an  asterisk,  these 
are  macabre  rather  than  weird  tales,  and  the  last  is  a very 
good  love  story  about  the  hopeless  love  of  a convalescing 
traveler  for  a beautiful  Spanish  girl  of  degenerate,  inbred, 
noble  family.  #3  is  one  of  the  best  "sell  your  soul  to  the 
de'vil"  stories  I have  read,  and  is  also  a love  story.  #2  is 
probably  the  inspiration  for  many  of  Arthur  Machen’s  series 
stories  of  the  weird  and  macabre.  #4  is  reminiscent  of  the 
Burke  and  Hare  murders. 

I had  previously  read  only  1 and  4.  This  volume  is 
superior  to  the  hardcover  which  includes,  the  fables,  arid 
does  not  have  these  stories  apart  from  the  title  yarn. 


Stevenson,  Robert  Louis 


The  Strange  Case  of  Dr,  Jekyll  and  lilr.  Hyde,  with  Other 
Fables;  Poeke t Edi tion,  new  impression,  Longmans,  Green,  and 
Co.,  London,  Bombay  and  Calcutta,  1918  (1885,  1896)  219p. 

Sidney  Colvin,  in  the  introduction  to  this  volume,  says 
that  Stevenson  might  not  have  permitted  publication  of  the 
fables  in  their  present  form,  but  the  volume  was  issued  to 
round  out  the  title  story  and  to  keep  a promise  Stevenson  had 
made  years  previously  to  his  publishers. 

I must  say  that  many  of  the  fables  are  pointless  to  me, 
and  none  are  worth  re-reading.  The  title  story  is  classic, 
howevei^,  and  will  probably  never  be  allowed  to  go  out  of 
print. 

Other  editions  under  the  title  story  have  contents  which 
differ  from  those  of  this  volume. 


3tewart»  A,  (D.3e.) 

Alias  J*  tl.  Goanington;  London,  Hollis  A Garter,  1947 

vii-xi  plus  27 9p. 

Published  pos thumously , this  is  a book  of  essays  writ- 
ten by  Professor  Stev^art  after  his  retirement  from  academic 
life . 


Having  been  very  favorably  impressed  by  his  novel  Ho^ 
denholt^s  Million.  I was  curious  about  the  author’s  life^and 
searched  out  this  book  which  I had  assumed  was  his  autobiog- 
raphy. In  the  preface,  the  author  explains  why  he  wrote  his 
fictional  material  under  a nom-de -plume , and  states  that  the 
only  parallel  between  the  two  types  of  writing  was  the  neces- 
sity in  both  for  the  operation  of  a logical  mind. 

The  lack  of  an  index  makes  it  necessary  for  me  to  go^to 
the  trouble  of  typing  detailed  notes.  As  I shall  be  keeping 
the  book  for  reference,  however,  only  the  highlights  of  such 
essays  as  are  of  personal  interest  v/ill  be  mentioned.  The 
volume  should  be  of  general  Interest  as  the  work  of  an  inquir- 
ing mind. 

(1)  is  a summary  of  a true  mystery.  (2)  mentions  the 
idea  used  in  xa  D’Orsay’s  plotcards,  outlines  the  various 
kinds  of  plots,  mentioning  Zola,  ilaugham,  and  on  pages  29-21 
gives  an  excellent  summary  of  Onions’  Whom  Ood  Hath  Sundered 
trilogy,  of  which  I still  have  read  only  two  volumes.  On 
pages  21-34  he  gives  the  background  for  ”Q’s”  Dead  Han’s  Hock 
and  goes  on  to  mention  two  of  Mrs.  Belloc -Lowndes  novels  based 
on  true  crime  cases.  A good  note  on  Dr.  Jekiill  and  Mr.  Eis;rde 
appears  on  page  39.  (3)  is  fairly  technical,  but  important  in 

outlining  the  discovery  of  isobaric  atoms  by  Dr.  Stewart,  and 
summarizing  the  position  of  science  Just  after  the  atom  bomb 
was  released  on  Japan,  (4)  is  excellent  for  the  influence  on 
the  mind  of  drugs.  (5)  outlines  get-rich-quick  schemes  and 
carnival  tricksters’  methods.  (6)  is  a detailed  study  of  Sir 
Richard  H.  Burton  and  other  translators  of  the  Arabian  Nights. 
(7)  is  a valuable  study  of  errors  to  which  observation  and 
memory  are  subject.  (8)  describes  the  Joys  of  armchair  travel 
with  the  aid  of  maps,  deploring  the  disappearance  of  mysteries 
and  symbols  as  exploration  gradually  establishes  facts.  (9) 
is  perhaps  the  best  short  treatment  of  Gilles  de  Rais,  and  is 
one  I should  mention  to  Ned  Brooks.  (lO)  outlines  the  con- 
tributions of  chemistry  to  the  history  of  mankind.  (ll)  des- 
cribes toys  and  games  now  seldom  remembered,  and  reminisces 
concerning  Lord  Kelvin.  On  p.248,  Stewart  says:  Jules  Verne 

was  my  favorite  author  at  that  period^'  and  goes  on  to  mention 
Fav;sett’s  (sic?)  Hartmann  the  Anarchist  and  George  Griffith’s 
Angel  of  the  Revolution,  so  his  interest  in  science  fiction  is 
established,  ( ll)  is  a catch-all  of  observations  on  prophecy 
(The  Brahan  Seer;  Thomas  the  Rhymer),  fairies,  brownies  and 
elves,  with  references  to  Machen’s  The  Three  Impostors  and 
Buchan’s  The  Wa  t c he  r by  the  Threshold  on  p.26G,  his  ovm  exper- 
ience of  the  Loch  Ness  monster;  and  an  additional  reference  to 
his  friend  Arthur  Machen  on  page  279,  the  earlier  being  p.266. 
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Stewart,  Fred  Mustard 

The  Mephisto  Waltz;  New  York,  Cov/ard -I'^asGann , Inc., 

(1969)  256p. 

Pianist  Duncan  Ely,  approaching  death  from  leukemia,  P-e  ts 
acquainted  with  a young  novelist  My  ies  Clarkson,  whose  hands  \ 
are  like  his  own,  and  encourages  him  to  revert  to  music,  even 
bequeathing  him  a grand  piano  and  $50,000.  Clarkson's  wife, 
Paula,  is  ^‘ealous  of  Ely's  daughter  Boxanne  , and  resents  their 
intrusion  into  the  Clarkson^'  life. 

Ely's  wife  had  died  twenty  years  earlier  under  circumstan- 
ces which  indicated  a possibility  that  a dog  had  killed  her; 
and  following  Ely's  death^,  Paula  notices  a character-change  in 
her  husband.  His  energy  and  love-mxaking  intensify,  he  drops 
his  interest  in  writing  and  concentrates  on  the  piano.  The 
Clarksons’  daughter  Abby  dies  quickly  of  pneumonia;  Paula  sees 
som.e  books  on  demonology  in  Ely’s  library  and  suspects  that  he 
and  his  daughter  are  Satanists;  and  approaches  Hoxanne’s  divor- 
ced husband  to  see  if  he  will  provide  any  information,  but  is 
repulsed.  ' 

At  a concert  which  Myles  gives,  Hoxanne ’ s husband  sees 
Paula  and  apologizes,  and  they  meet  and  become  friendly.  On 
a visit  to  de  LaxCcre’s-  estate,  he  is  killed  under  circumstances 
similar  to  those  of  Ely's  wife.  This  convinces  Paula  of  the 
truth  of  her  suspicions,  but  in  spite  of  believing  that  Ely  has 
possessed  her  husband’s  body  by  aid  of  his  blood  and  a death- 
mask  with  which  Roxanne  has  perform.ed  the  transfer,  she  is  still 
attracted  to  his  body,  and  determines  to  defeat  Roxanne.  To  do' 
this  she  gets  Roxanne’s  death-mask,  and  commits  suicide.  The 
book  ends  with  Paula  having  become  a satanist,  and  having  made 
a pact  with  the  devil,  commits  suicide  and  revii/es  in  Roxanne's 
body,  her  husband's  with  Ely's  soul,  havinm  become  Roxanne's 
lover,  the  incestuous  relationship  beinm  attributed  to  witch- 
craft and  satanism. 

Although  a diabolical  novel,  and  well  v/orked  out,  it  is 
not  entirely  credible  to  see  Paula  suddenly  adopt  the  methods 
which  she  had  so  dreaded  in  Ely  and  his  '^aumhter.  Clow-starting, 
this  story  gradually  emphasises  the  occult  until  it  overwhelms 
the , c hara c tors . Definitely  a fantasy  novel  of  some  importance. 

Toronto,  New  American  Library  of  6anada  (Cignet  #Q.4184) 
(March,  1970),  (1969,  Author)  192p. 


Stewart,  George  R. 

earth  abides;  New  York,  Random  House  (1949,  Author) 373p. 

Boston,  Houghton  Mifflin  Company,  n,d, (circa  1969)  373p. 

New  York,  Ace  Books,  Inc.  (#K-154),  (circa  1962)  318p. 

Isherwood  Williams,  a 24-year«old  geographer,  is  bitten 
by  a rattle -snake  while  in  a mountain  cabin  alone,  and  when 
he  recovers  finds  that  a plague  virus  to  which  the  snakebite 
may  have  provided  him  with  immunity  has  almost  eliminated 
mankind.  In  an  abandoned  stationwagon  he  tours  to  New  York 
City,  then  returns  to  his  family  home  in  San  Francisco,  where 
he  meets  an  accepting  woman  of  part  negro  blood,  takes  her  to 
wife,' and  with  other  survivors  tries  to  establish  a civilized 
community.  He  has  a four-ound  hammer  which  becomes  a fetish 
or  “security  blanket"  for  him,  and  which  acquires  in  the  minds 
of  others  the  symbolic  authority  of  a Judge’s  gavel. 

Lacking  medical  aid,  the  community’s  great  fear  is  of 
disease  or  serious  injury.  It  survives  decently  until  it  is 
menaced  by  Charlie,  who  challenges  Ish’s  leadership,  and  who 
defeats  him  verbally,  but  in  a drunken  volubility  discloses 
that  he  is  riddled  with  venereal  diseases,  yet  aims  to  seduce 
a beautiful  moron  girl  whose  welfare  has  been  attended  by  Ish 
and  his  friends.  Ish  and  three  others  decide  to  execute  Char- 
lie, which -they  do  by  hanging  him. 

Uneasy  at  this  decision,  but  wary  of  any  outsider  whose 
invasion  might  bring  disease,  the  community  keeps  to  itself 
until  it  becomes  so  numerous  that  there  are  not  sifficient 
women  for  wives  for  the  young  men,  when  they  decide  to  risk 
disease  and  allow  amalgamation  with  another  smaller  f^roup. 

Whether  by  Charlie  or  from  some  other  cause,  typhoid 
fever  brings  serious  illness  and  some  deaths  to  the  group; 
two  boys  tour  as  far  as  Chicago,  bringing  Charlie  back  with 
them,  but  the  community’s  experience  with  him  decides  them 
to  stay  isolated.  Ish  teaches  the  children,  but  they  are  not 
eager  to  learn,  and  prefer  to  play;  he  finally  decides  that 
school  and  book  learning  are  not  suited  to  the  new  world,  and 
dismisses  classes.  He  has  protected  the  University  library, 
but  even  this  he  fecpmes  convinced  has  little  relevance. 

Losing  his  wife,  he  takes  another,  but  only  to  promote 
the  population.  His  companions  die  one  by  one,  and  as  an  old 
man  he  is  reverenced  by  the  younger  as  the  Last  American;  he 
delegates  his  hammer  to  an  intelligent  young  man  and  feels 
that  even  though  man  may  die  “earth  abides". 

This  portrays  a realistic  future  life  after  a pla^?ue, 
but  I do  not  agree  that  the  portrayal  follows  the  lines  of 
human  or  social  psychology  accurately.  Writing  is  ignored, 
diaries  or  histories  remain  unwritten,  institutions  remain 
undeveloped,  and  sloth  allows  the  community  to  revert  to 
primitive  conditions.  Nevertheless,  anin teres  ting  and  good 
novel. 
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Stilson,  Charles  B. 

Polaris--of  the  Snows;  Avalon  Books,  New  York,  Thomas  Bouregy 
and  Company,  Inc.  (1965,  publishers)  192p. 

Knowing  only  Anne  and  Stephen  as  his  father  and  mother,  their 
son  Polaris  is  entrusted  to  carry  to  the  National  Geographic  So- 
ciety a message  from  the  South  Pole  after  his  crippled  father  dies 
when  Polaris  is  twenty-four  years  old.  A splendid  physical  male, 
Polaris  has  been  taught  Greek  and  Latin  in  addition  to  English,  so 
is  able  to  communicate  with  Sardanians  who  survive  in  a valley  a 
bit  to  the  north.  Polaris  witnesses  a fight  between  two  men,  one 
the  brother  of  Rose  whom  he  rescu?^^es  after  their  deaths  and  takes 
to  the  valley  where  she  is  sought  as  mate  by  the  ruler.  Polaris 
makes  friends  with  a priest  who  aids  him  to  escape  the  Sardanians 
after  their  rulers  are  killed.  Rose  had  been  in  a party  with  her 
brother  in  search  of  the  South  Pole,  but  fell  in  love  with  Polaris 
who  trusted  her  with  his  father’s  message  and  delivered  it  in  New 
York,  justifying  Polaris’s  father’s  claim  as  first  to  arrive  at 
the  Pole. 

As  a lost  race  novel,  this  story  was  popular  enough  to  get 
two  sequels,  but  I was  not  greatly  impressed.  Possibly  abridged 
by  Lowndes  who  introduced  the  story,  the  book’s  dust  jacket  was 
painted  by  Gray  Morrow,  so  I will  give  the  book  to  Ray  if  he  wants 
it . 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
August  19,  2003 
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qtooJtholift,  John 

<?uooubu^:  London  & Sydney,  Sphere  Book«  Limited  (1985) 
(1985,  author;  184p, 

Peter  vi«!its  hi*?  old  friend  Andrew  and  find*?  him  aged 
although  he  1^  only  in  hi*?  late  twentie*?.  decretive,  but 
admitting  that  hi*?  deterioration  in  health  1<»  due  to  hl^ 
oocult  *?tudle<?,  Andrew  eaye»  he  ha^  been  married  for  only  a 
year,  but  is  resigned  to  dying  soon. 

Before  he  reaches  the  house,  Peter  sees  Andrew’s  beau- 
tiful wife  engaged  in  sexual  activity  in  the  garden  with  a 
middle-aged,  balding  hotel  proprietor,  whose  partner,  a 
good-looking  widow,  i*?  ravaged  sexually  by  Andrew’s  wife’s 
brother.  Peter,  his  cousin  Mary,  and  Andrew  had  been  close 
childhood  companions,  and  although  there  had  been  no  overt 
sexual  activity,  Peter  later  discovered  that  ^%ry  had  had  a 
liason  with  Andrew.  '=?emantha,  a succubus  summoned  from  the 
spirit  world  by  Andrew  who  married  her,  is  also  her  brother 
an  incubus  named  Daniel,  and  transmits  through  him  sperm 
she  has  acquired  which  creates  monsters  in  the  women  he  has 
impregnated. 

After  Andrew’s  death,  Peter  and  Ifery  attend  his  funeral 
and  become  entangled  with  <=?amant  ha -Daniel;  they  later  marry, 
and  the  book  ends  with  5»1ary  giving  birth  to  a child  with 
Daniel’s  eyes. 

Although  unduly  preoccupied  with  sexual  activity,  this 
novel  seems  soundly  based  on  folklore  and  domonology.  No 
scholarly  references  are  made,  but  the  lore  of  forbidden 
books  is  drawn  upon  for  authenticity.  It  is  well-written 
and  Interesting,  but  too  sensational. 
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Stockton,  Frank  R, 

The  Great  War  Syndicate;  ,New  York,  Dodd,  ^!ead  & Company 
(1889,  P,  F.  Collier)  191p. 

This  is  literary  science  fiction  of  a hi^h  caliber,  “and 
a very  interesting  future  war  story* 

An  argument  over  whether  an  American  fishing  vessel  has 
breached  the  three-mile  limit  in  Canadian  waters  results  in 
war  between  the  States  and  Great  Britain,  An  American  Syndi- 
cate made  up  of  influential  and  wealthy  men  offers  to  contract 
to  bring  the  v;ar  to  a conclusion  satisfactorily  and  preventing 
invasion  of  the  U.  S,,  for  a sum  of  money.  A condition  of  the 
contract  is  that  there  shall  be  no  interference  by  military  or 
naval  authority  without  consent  of  the  Syndicate, 

By-means  of  an  instantaneous  bomb  which  can  pulverize  any 
substance  at  a distance,  and  with  the  assistance  of  "crab” 
submarines  and  "repellers”,  the  Syndicate  renders  helpless  the 
huge  armored  battleships  of  Great  Britain,  and  demonstrates 
the  uselessness  of  resistance.  By  ordering  evacuation  of  tar- 
gets before  they  are  destroyed,  lives  are  saved,  and  only  one 
casualty,  an  accidental  death  of  a workman,  ensues  during  the 
war.  At  the  end  of  hostilities  an  Anglo-American  Syndicate  to 
prevent  war  is  formed,  disarmament  follows,  and  the  existence 
of  a super-weapon  under  benevolent  control  is  shown  to  be  the 
key  to  war  prevention. 

The  human  characters  are  incidental  to  the  action  and  the 
narration  of  events,  and  are  types  rather  than  individuals. 
Ships  are  named  more  often  than  characters.  Yet  the  writing 
is  so  expert,  and  the  developments  depicted  so  clearly,  that 
■interest  is  maintained. 

I consider  this  to  be  a classic  future  war  story. 


Stookton,  Frank  R 


The  Science  Fiction  of  Frank  R,  Stockton:  An  Anthology 
Edited  with  an  Introduction  by  Richard  Gid  Powers;  Boston, 
Gregg  Press,  1976  453p. 


Contents. 


1.  The  Water-Devil.  Scribner’s  Monthly  (October,  1874)  1 

2.  A Tale  of  Negative  Gravity.  Century  (November,  1884)  51 

3.  Amos  Kilbright:  His  Adscititious  Experiences.  Ameri- 

ca (April,  1888)  83 

4.  The  Knife  That  Killed  Po  Haney.  (1893)  133 

5.  My  Terminal  Moraine.  Once  a Week  (April  26,  1892)  157 

6.  The  Great  Stone  of  Sardis.  Harper’s  Monthly  (June- 

Nov ember,  1897)  207 

7.  My  Transla tophone . Harpers  Bazaar  (October  27  - 

November  3,  1900)  427 


All  reproduced  for  this  volume  from  The  Novels  and 
Stories  of  Frank  R.  Stockton  published  by  Charles  Scribner’s 
Sons  in  1899-1904. 


f»The  Case  Against  Spiritualism”  by  Jan©  T.  Stoddart 
George  H,  Doran  Company,  New  York,  N,D.  ^ ^ 

P,13.  ”Pere  Laoordaire,  the  foremost  preacher  of  his  time,  was  almost 
deceived  by  the  phenomena.  He  wrote  to  Madame  Swetchine  in  1853  that 
he  had  heard  tables  talk  and  made  them  talk.  ^ They  have  told  me  some 
very  remarkable  things  about  the  past  and  the  present,’  ’A  poor  and 
vulgar  phenomenon,’  was  his  verdict,  yet  he  did  not  think  it  was  all 
imposture.” 

P.57,  ”Mrs.  De  Morgan,  in  that  curious  book  ’From  Matter  to  Spirit’, 
describes  her  experience  in  table-turning  circles  about  the  year  1853. 

The  medium  was  Mrs,  Hayden,  ?/hose  seances  in  West  London  were  attended 
by  such  men  as  Professor  Huxley  and  Robert  Chambers,” 

P,59.  ”Mrs,  De  Morgan  tells  of  a case  in  which  the  watchers  were 
directed  by  raps  to  Join  hands  and  stand  up  round  the  table  without 
touching  it.  They  stood  patiently  for  a quarter  of  an  hour,  and  Just 
as  one  or  two  of  the  party  talked  of  sitting  down,  the  old  table  ’‘moved 
entirely  by  itself  as  we  surrounded  and  followed  it  with  our  hands  Joined, 
went  towards  the  gentleman  out  of  the  circle,  and  literally  pushed  him 
up  to  the  back  of  the  sofa,  till  he  called  out  ”Hold,  enoughl”’” 

P.75,  ”We  are  able  to  state,  on  excellent  authority,  that  the  late  Dr. 
Alfred  Russel  Wallace  strongly  deprecated  any  similar  attempts  by 
amateurs.  In  private  conversation  he  used  to  tell  of  a man  who,  having 
practised  automatic  writing,  became  absolutely  incapable  of  writing  the 
simplest  note  without  his  hand  being  used  by  other  agencies.  He  was 
not  able  to  hinder  this  by  his  own  will,  and  in  order  to  effect  a cure 
he  was  obliged  to  abstain  for  years  from  using  a pencil  at  all.  Dr. 

Russel  Y/allace  had  a strong  belief  in  the  existence  and  activitj?-  of 
malignant  lov/ -grade  spirits  who  seek  to  gain  control  over  men.” 

P.87,  Camille  Flammarion  concluded  that  three  principles  only  were 
established: 

(1)  The  soul  exists  as  a real  entity  independent  of  the  body. 

(2)  It  is  endowed  with  faculties  still  unknov/n  to  science. 

(3)  It  is  able  to  act  at  a distance  without  the  intervention  of 
the  senses. 

P, 131-2.  In  1841  Nathaniel  Hawthorne  wrote  Spohia  Peabody,  his  future 
wife:  ’’Take  no  part,  I beseech  you,  in  these  magnetic  miracles.  I am 

unv/illing  that  a power  should  be  exercised  on  you  of  which  \'ve  know 
neither  the  origin  nor  consequence,  and  the  phenomena  of  which  seem 
rather  calculated  to  bewilder  us  than  to  teach  us  any  truths  about  the 
present  or  future  state  of  being, ,. .Supposing  that  the  power  arises  from 
the  transfusion  of  one  spirit  into  another,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
saoredness  of  an  individual  is  violated  by  it;  there  would  be  an  intruder 
into  the  holy  of  holies ... .Wi thout  distrusting  that  the  phenomena  have 
really  occurred,  I think  that,  they  are  to  be  accounted  for  as  the  result 
of  a material  and  physical,  not  of  a spiritual  influence ... .And  what 
delusion  can  be  more  lamentaMe  and  mischievous  than  to  mistake  the 
physical  and  material  for  the  spiritual?  What  so  miserable  as  to  lose 
the  soul’s  true,  though, hidden,  knowledge  and  consciousness  of  heaven 
in  the  most  of  an  earth-born  vision?. .. .The  view  which  I take  of  this 
matter  is  caulsed  by  no  want  of  faith  in  mysteries,  but  by  a deep 
reverence  of  the  soul  and  of  the  mysteries  which  it  knows  within  itself, 
but  never  transmits  to  the  earthly  eye  and  ear.  Keep  the  imagination 
sane^ — that  is  one  of  the  truest  conditions  of  communion .with  heaven,” 
Introduction  to  ”The  Bli thedale  Romance,” 


• bi  ■;  .V^  ' V-'  ■ ^ ' 

-^pj:\rl^%c.-:.,X  ..  ^ . ■',.w 

• ; b ,b  ,i:p  or  J-^  .. 

^ •.,  ..:■  ri:r'x„ 

I ,t..  . . .;  ■ r.  b T;?<.  -'. 


t I. ,-..  ' 

J ..  ,i. -,.-  , 


■■  . ,.or.-->.. 0-' 

or  :iXocf'  •:.  •'  S ^ \ 

cr  .V 

• i I rr  - or  ^-r  -v 

, ■ ’ b:  -■  .. 

' '.  . -VxoHo  ..  . . . 

o”  ^,'0  ...1  'y-^.'■■  -:■  •■  .. 

. -.  *: ’0  ■- \.  : ..  • iOiO  -druj 


■-r^  ■ .'  ^r;.;  ■^.'• 

' ■ .r.'  Ob  'M 


: ::  • : . L c 0'^^ 

■robr'  0 


? 


r:b.brio 


r- 


T 


0 , 


■ ■''rrb.:;-' 
ob  o:^oT^o..o- 
-■_oV/cbF!b'  rv 
' yxb"  c - or 


.o-ro-^-  eoj^r-  ■ ■■'  , ;fp>  b ^ --.'  -.•  -obor  ;o.  . b,' . 

■.'■■'  ebq  ^ ' X • .bb ' '.'■  '“ro'  ;'r  ■ . O::;.  o'  . ■ 

rbb.'’  ■:..  < ■■"■•;  ;:•■■;.,  ^ " , i;  t --  b b^oM/rri  ^-.  bbi-to-: '‘z-  ■■  - .. 

rv.br^  ^■'.rbb' b 'O./  .bib  r. ' /;  •’  • ' oiOiX  S'  :-‘ob''  o-b  ' o.od'ijr.  ' X' 

lb-ro'b:b'-.  .b'  :b'  bb  :■  ;b.'  •■  .;■  o -.b"!;  -"'.'aj  r bo.  b..  ; ■ o-iiorf:^  bv  Ov  b -;  . : 0 

0 :'  b'  ^bboo.'.  . i • ■ ,.'bbbb'.'  -.j.b  V-  -‘-bb.b.- .'.*ic-fext.t-v-  o.b.o'  , 'b  . 

b^'b  ^ o'-b'  ,b.'b:.  b:  r''-.  -•  ;.  ^b-b:— ; • . -’■''b  ■./'..  .'0  ‘I'.b.,  .b Ob b-o  b .o.b. -O  - '.■' 

b'bb^  ‘ • ■.'blbb'^  b V.  ■•";  ■ ■ .-o,  ^■.b--  , ;■.  .■:  ■..'.'’o';  h bob  -eoj^-^blb^-bi.  o: 

fbbb  ’b  b zib o'-  b'-OL-;-:,  b ,;■  . -•  r • ' ■ ..-../b  o <';oo:*^.. ooX  bubiLOxx^XI 

■ - O-  b ■ ■"  ' ' - ■ ' ' ' ■ 

o-oo;  ojo".  or  bbr  bo-  ooobb'r-  - '.■  ;b;  /.  ..b>i-iib-o:ib  ob'boz.r^:-  -VSa.bI 

' . ' ■ .0-  • • . b'^'Ob  b.{b ■ 


O':  XoobT  ■ 
oox^'  .r'!-<N'- 
: ■»  ..  ' ' 


..  O'  0 J:„>b6 
b-ooo, 


br  bbrt  .rbo'  ' ' .o-b; 

' ' ’ • : . - aI  0 . .r  i:n:  _...D. rtf  o n _ or  - ■ o , ' i .. ; 

, ^ -.  ‘ Xvv  -br  ■■;oo,  ' oo'  bo 

''-.d'obv  ,b  iAiBAjJjy'  ■ Oxb 


o-' Oxrx-obwvr^  robv0.bb . X-x  :'o.b  bb:^  " ' 

■■  , ••■■,:' b 5 ' ‘Ov'-  ^ t.  ..  '■  ; 

■ o o..  ig^bo  oo;^^^.,.  ••  js  b/'blX  • oob.;:! 


■■-  ..rjvogb  o-oo0'g>'  .b^bcl  ; . . . . • .O/X'^Xobblc;  ;oX-bbr  boo  'Xr^b^b^' 

• ^^roOb}abi,.#oo?. . 30'- ' ,v  ■ 4 ■ o biX^i^Irr  >-oc  bb'  ■ 

^■:  -X-rolrb  ::.b  ''  xooo.  ••  ;b  -’  r b"  o''  -.o,;  ly  S| 'Xr^bo.!:' ' "-oX  Ox.^  bo  ■•  or.t-rirb-' 

' voob '-.o.^oo-!  b ' ■ ■ b b‘ ;■  't  b'  ^ 'A  o / y ' ‘%c  "olob  9. 

.itXibO'’'"  '''Ob,  ; ' 'V-rb^'^i -oo  Ox-  C'b '^bo ''3  • brob'."  I b'-b-'’ •^•"'^->0  ^11 

b|ibb'.x-'  xb - -'^bbbb  o,,  * « :z  OiXfrXbbX'b  0'  bq-;joo'  ,I-.ooXoX.bbo  -Xibs  'XrXo'oaj^r  ^'‘lo 

' ^ . .oX'bb  obb" " ■ ' ' "'X:b|Sb^'  bs-xli-r  lymi  oXX.;:;:''i'*‘v'riiX ';'  ^zoiiobbad;'  io'..'0,,  oiobt'E-  i-b'-ai*' 

r -X. - o o-X  %^-boXb.nio ^efe  . oO'  b 'boobXo  .br :b  or 0 oobo  Ob' roSiX  X.o.b  Xs'oXovb:^ 

.orooo.  ' o-ooGO  X'ob.;.  b^'0K  obb -..OaX  riooM.  ,.0'o.r..  bo^j-ib  .. 'XLr©.c  .onX- 


io- 


■•  Xr  o 

O'O  X"  .- 


r--  ' ' b '0  i:iO.-o b- btr  0 or  b^ - 
X.ol  Xv,  XoBb  X-O'  ..b'"  '"o 


0 GOi:-  0 - ^.b  - o^X, 

.r)‘£i  OoGOob 


b^■  o.rXorXoborb*tiX.::bo  f a^  ..  .i-oo  so.:L9*ioVbX 

09', O-.rb  bb"  bb'bbYG::'  'aoX  ' .'  :b  biOc  O "o " 0.0-  '.  b^.''b 

Xo'  ooo/ib' b:.  0'Gr:r:X.bG;  ■ • b ■ ./  g o X :%;0-  — . 
'.roXoGb  XXb  o:b'"  <b- -rc.Ibo.^oo.':  O.b  . 'b 


stoker,  Bram 


The  Bram  ntoker  Bedside  Companion:  ^toriec?  of  Fantsqy 
and  Horror;  Edited  and  with  an  Introduction  by  Gharleq  Oq- 
borne;  London,  Quartet  Bookq  (#31172);  (Gollancz,  1973), 


(1973,  Oqborne,  qpecial  contentq) , (1974,  Quartet)  200p. 

Gontentq 

Introduction  1 

1.  The  "Secret  of  the  Growing  Gold  9* 

2.  Dracula^q  Gueqt  22* 

3.  The  Inviqible  Giant  34 

4.  The  Judge *q  Houqe  47* 

5.  The  Burial  of  the  Rat q 65* 

6.  A Gtar  Trap  89 

7.  The  '^quaw  101* 

8.  Grooken  Gandq  ' 113* 

9.  The  Gombeen  l^n  (from  The  ^nakeN  Paqq)  134 

10.  The  Watter’q  Mou*  148 


The  qtorieq  marked  with  an  aqteriqk  are  all  reprinted 
from  Dracula’q  Gue<^t  and  Other  Weird  "^torieq  (London,  Rout- 
ledge"]  1914)  , #3  iq  the  only  fantaqy  amonp:  the  cstorieq  not 

publiqhed  in  the  earlier  book. 

^iu  iq  probably  a complete  reprint  of  the  book  of  that 
title.  The  Introduction  indicateq  the  qourceq  of  the  other 
qtorieq. 

Although  #10  iq  a good  qtory,  I do  not  con^fider  that 
thiq  book  iq  neceqqary  to  a fantaqy  and  qcience  fiction 
collection  which  containq  the  earlier  book. 
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stoker,  Bram 

Draoula^q  Cur^e ; and  The  Jewel  of  '^even  New  York, 

Tower  Publication^  Inc.  (#970)  , (1968,  Publiqherc!)  218p. 

Con tentq 

1.  Dracula^q  Cur^e  7 

2.  The  Jewel  of  "'even  ^tarq  25 

(1)  ic5  a variant  title  for  "DraculaN  Gue<=!t’\  an  epic^ode 
from  the  novel  omitted  becau-^e  of  it<^  length. 

(2)  i!=5  probably  the  full-length  book,  but  I have  not 
checked  the  text  to  make  qure. 

I read  both  qtorieq  from  hardcover  bookq  yearq  ago. 
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Stokaa,  Prof.  Sir  G.  G. , Bart. 

Conditional  Immortality:  A Help  to  Sceptics;  A Series 
of  Letters  addressed  to  James  Ivlarchant;  London,  James  Nisbet 
& Go,,  Limited,  1897  93p. 

Primarily  to  answer  those  who  object  to  Christianity  on 
the  basis  tha^t'  some  Christian  believe  in  eternal  punishment, 
this  book  advocates  the  view  that  immortality  is  contingent 
upon  acceptance  of  Christ  as  Savior.  Stokes  thou^p-ht  that  no 
debased  and  unrepentant  sinner  was  entitled  to  eternal  life. 


i 


J 


3 toller*  Robert  (lUD,) 

Splitting:  A Case  of  Female  Kasoulinity;  New  York* 
s^iuadrangle/The  New  York  Tiraes  Book  Go.  (1973,  3 toller)  39 5p. 


The  dust  jacket  blurb  gives  a fairly  comprehensive  out- 
line of  the.  nature  of  this  book,  but  cannot  begin  to  convey 
the  drama  of  the  struggle  of  doctor  and  patient  to  understand 
the  complexity  of  the  personality  disorders  which  led  to  ex- 
tremely anti -social  behavior  during  the  first  thirty -odd 
years  of  Mrs.  G’s  life. 

Basically,  these  began  because  her  mother  wanted  a son 
instead  of  a daughter,  deprecated  Mrs.  G’s  feminine  charac- 
teristics, tolerated  her  anti-social  actions  though  still 
comparing  her  unfavorably  v/ith  her  older  brother,  had  her 
confined  in  institutions  for  months  at  a time,  and  blamed 
her  husband,  whom  Mrs.  G loved,  for  irresponsible  and  crazy 
behavior  vAich  manifested  itself  in  Mrs.  G.  Mrs,  G thought 
the  penis  symbolized  the  power  of  the  male,  and  believed  t}:..a  t 
she  possessed  one  which  surgery  might  reveal.  Her  mother  de- 
tested homosexuality,  and  this  attitude  led  Mrs.  G to  visual- 
ize herself  as  male,  even  in  lesbian  activities,  when  she  did 
not  permit  women  to  touch  her,  but  prided  herself  on  being  an 
expert  lover  in  the  butch  role'*,  3he  felt  secure  as  a woman 
only  when  she  was  pregnant,  and  married  four  times,  but  her 
five  children  were  fathered  by  five  different  casual  pickups 
whom  she  rejected  as  soon  as  they  had  impregnated  her.  Her 
last  husband  **Bill'*  and  she  had  marital  difficulties,  and  she 
attempted  to  poison  him,  to  kill  him  on  other  occasions,  and 
also  to  commit  suicide  because  of  her  murderous  impulses. 


She  claimed  to  have  had  sexual  relations  with  hundreds  of 
men,  and  to  have  enjoyed  these,  though  basically  she  hated  men 
because  of  her  recognition  of  their  strength,  which  she  was 
endeavoring  to  emulate.  Considering  herself  bisexual,  she 
preferred  lesbian  associations,  lived  with  women  for  months  at 
different  times,  and  resumed  casual  affairs  with  several.  Her 
mother  arranged  for  her  to  be  sterilized  after  tiring  of  tak- 
ing care  of  the  five  children;  so  she  had  a false  pregnancy  to 
secure  her  feeling  of  comfort,  taking  an  albino  child  from  a 
woman  living  nearby  who  had  many  children  on  the  day  of  its 
birth.  This  child  Chris  was  somewhat  retarded,  but  was  useful 
to  Mrs,  G as  a love  object. 


3he  developed  multiple  personalities:  a clever,  witty 
woman  named  Carrie;  a voice  originally  David  which  became  Char- 
lie; and  minor  companions  known  to  Carrie  but  unimportant  to 
Mrs,  G.  This  segment  of  the  book  is  particularly  interesting. 


The  final  paragraph  on  page  301  is  very  important  in  un- 
derstanding Dr.  3toller*s  attitude,  and  explaining  his  devotion 
to  a case  which  was  difficult,  time -consuming,  and  dangerous. 


This  is  a fine  book,  and  second  in  my  reading  experience 
only  to  Dr,  Morton  Princess  The  Dissociation  of  a PersonalitVo 
as  a case-history. 
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stone,  Irving 

Sailor  on  Horseback:  The  Biography  of  Jack  London; 
Illustrated;  Houghton  Mifflin  Company;  Index;  1938  338p. 

This  is  a fascinating  book  for  readers  interested  in 
knowing  the  factual  background  and  life  story  of  the  author 
of  realistic  fiction  and  sociological  books.  Much  of  the 
information  provided  confirms  details  already  given  by  London 
in  his  autobiographical  novels  "llartin  Iden’’  and  ^John  Bar- 
leycorn^; but  even  more  importantly  it  assesses  the  facts  of 
his  life  and  psychology  in  an  effort  to  explain  his  achieve- 
ments. 

Although  his  father,  Professor  W.  H.  Chaney,  itinerant 
Irish  astrologer,  never  acknowledged  his  paternity.  Stone 
gives  convincing  evidence  of  it.  Flora  Wellman,  an  erratic 
spiritualist,  was  his  mother,  who  married  John  London  after 
Chaney  abandoned  her.  His  parents*  interest  in  the  unknown 
and  their  evident  intelligence  may  explain  the  insatiable 
curiosity  which  Jack  used  in  mastering  many  fields,  though 
his  own  fields  of  research  were  realistic  by  comparison;  but 
that  his  Interest  in  speculative  philosophy  was  great  is  evi- 
denced by  the  fantasy  and  science  fiction  he  wrote. 

The  good  index  to  this  volume  makes  unnecessary  any 
detailed  note-taking.  In  my  article  "3THENGTH.*  J 1 : Some 
Impressions  of  Max  Brand**  published  in  the  June,  1948  issue 
of  The  Fabulous  Faust  Fanzine,  I wrote:  **Ldiidon,  in  his 
books,  described  life  as  he  lived  and  saw  it;  Faust  described 
life  as  he  wished  it  could  be.**  I also  wrote:  **Faust  may 
possibly  have  been  another  Jack  London,  but  I doubt  it.** 

When  I wrote  about  Faust,  I had  read  nothing  about  London*s 
life;  my  comparison  was  based  solely  on  their  respective 
writings.  Stone's  book  reveals  many  startling  resemblances 
in  their  life-stories,  though  he  apparently  knew  nothing  of 
Faust;  both  were  grimly  determined  to  overcome  the  handicaps 
of  liheir  underprivileged  youth;  both  worked  like  supermen  to 
achieve  success;  both  pursued  sexual  satisfaction  within  and 
outside  of  marriage;  both  drank  heavily;  both  placed  them- 
selves under  economic  pressure  to  support  a high  standard  of 
living;  both  were  generous  with  their  time,  their  money,  and 
their  talents;  both  sympathized  with  the  underdog;  and  both  ' 
worshiped  strength.  It  would  be  an  interesting  research  to 
discover  whether  the  difference  in  their  philosophies  was  due 
to  the  chance  that  London's  early  reading  was  scientifically 
oriented,  while  Faust's  was  romantic  and  classical.  I am 
quite  amazed  at  the  basic  similarities  of  their  life-pa tterns; 
each  sought  travel  and  strife  as  a test  of  his  strength,  and 
both  were  strongly  influenced  by  a "death -wish**  which  was 
ultimately  responsible  for  a comparatively  short  life.  Both 
served  as  war-correspondents;  both  worked  in  laundries;  both 
staggered  always  under  a load  of  debt  though  both  earned  more 
than  a million  dollars  from  their  writing  alone. 

I feel  blessed  to  have  been  able  to  enjoy  both  authors 
almost  from  my  early  boyhood. 


■'•'■if: 


Stone,  W.  Clement;  and  Browning,  Norma  Lee 

The  Other  Side  of  the  Mind;  New  York,  Paperback  Library, 

Inc.  (#53-582);  November,  1967;  Prentice-Hall,  Inc.,  1964; 
Glossary;  Bibliography  254p. 

I have  in  my  library  or  have  read  56  books  listed  in  the 
bibliography,  and  this  book  is  a good  survey  of  international 
interest  in  parapsychology,  a year’s  travel  by  Browning  financed 
by  businessman  Stone  who  affirms  his  belief  in  miracles  and  con- 
tributes a chapter  on  Lourdes. 

Browning  was  a science  journalist  skeptical  of  psychics  until 
she  spent  two  years  investigating  Peter  Hurkos.  Her  book  The  Psy- 
chic World  of  Peter  Hurkos,  published  in  1970,  still  dismissed 
Gerard  Croiset  and  his  mentor;  but  this  book  indicates  that  she 
spent  only  one  day  at  a healing  session  of  Croiset.  Pollack,  by 
comparison,  spent  five  years  investigating  Croiset  before  pub- 
lishing his  biography  of  the  psychic  which  proves  beyond  doubt 
Croiset’s  psychic  achievements. 

Emphasis  is  given  the  research  on  telepathy  by  Soviets,  and 
the  necessity  for  Americans  to  catch  up  or  lose  like  the  space 
race.  A fascinating  outline  of  the  Australian  aborigines  and  the 
communications  suggesting  telepathy  is  given. 

Much  is  told  concerning  brain  research  by  Grey  Walter,  Wilder 
Penfield  and  other  workers,  and  Norbert  Wiener  is  given  credit  for 
cybernetics. 

This  is  a well-written  and  authoritative  introduction  to  the 
state  of  parapsychology  at  the  time  of  publication. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  15,  1996 
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3toneli£im,  G.  T, 


Jungle  Prlnoe ; London  and  Glasgow,  Blackie^&  Son  Limited 
1938  249p. 

Game  ranger  Hugh  Motson  is  assigned  to  a territory  which 
is  near  the  Abyssinian  border,  where  Jacob  Shroeder,  his  son 
Mark  and  his  daughter  3on,-]a , early  settlers,  defy  the  game 
laws.  He  clashes  with  them,  striving  to  preserve  the'  life  of 
the  Jungle  Prince,  a huge  elephant,  14  feet  high  at  the 
shoulder,  who  has  ruled  a herd  for  a hundred ' yea rs , which 
they  seek  for  his  ivory.  A gun-running  renegade  white  plots 
to  sell  Sonja  to  a bandit  chief  as  a slave,  but  is  killed  by 
the  Jungle  Prince;  and  Son^ja  is  rescued  by  Hugh. 

This  story  is  a well-written  adventure  novel*,  by  a man 
familiar  with  the  natural  history  of  elephants  and  with  life 
in  Africa.  There,  is  no  element  of  fantasy. 


story,  Jack  Trevor 


Hitler  Needs  You;  London,  Splrere  Books  Limited  (#82007) 
(1972),  (1970,  Allison  & Busby  Ltd.),  (1970, Story)  156p. 

Not  only  is  this  a ^^pot-boiler'\  but  part  of  the  text 
appears  to  be  missing,  as  may  be  checked  by  looking  at  page 
151  and  then  checking  what  follov/s  on  page  152, 

Horace  Fenton^  s mother  was  unfortunate  in  her  husbands, 
and  his  ignorance  led  him  not  only  into  misapprehensions,  but 
into  trouble,  though  it  saved  him- some  problems  because'  of 
his  apparent  innocence, 

A girl  he  admires  is  .murdered,  and  suspicion  is  thrust 
upon  a German  workman.  In  the  working  out  of  the  m.ystery, 
Horace’s  family  setting  and  workshop,  his  aspirations,  his 
friends,  and  his  romantic  entanglements  provide  the  story. 

There  is  nothing  of  permanent  interest ^ in  this  book. 


I . 
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Strachey,  Ray 


Religious  Fanaticism:  Extracts  from  the  Papers  of  Hannah 
Whitall  Smith;  edited  and  with  an  Introduction  by;  London,  Faber 
& Gwyer  Limited;  (1928);  Index  276p. 

This  is  an  important  summary  of  the  communal  settlements  in 
the  early  U.  S.  A.  and  their  leaders.  I believe  I read  Shaken  by 
the  Wind , the  author’s  novel  based  on  this  research,  and  I know 
that  I read  Dixon’s  Spiritual  Wives  and  Oliphant’s  Sympneumata  so 
long  ago  that  I can  recall  little  of  their  contents. 

Mrs.  Smith  must  have  inspired  faith  in  ailing  people  because 
she  describes  three  people  who  were  cured  by  their  faith  in  her 
healing  powers  even  though  she  proved  to  her  own  satisfaction 
that  she  lacked  such  power.  This  confirms  what  Jesus  declared, 
that  cures  were  possible  only  by  the  faith  of  the  sufferers. 

Mrs.  Smith  affirmed  that  fanatics  were  honestly  convinced  of 
their  missions,  and  that  no  evidence  to  the  contrary  could  shake 
their  beliefs.  However,  that  fanaticism  led  inevitably  to  sexual 
immorality  and  estrangement  from  normal  living  is  apparent. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  2 , 2003 
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Strachey,  Ray 


Shaken  by  the  Wind:  A Story  of  Fanaticism;  New  York,  The 
Macmillan  Company,  1928  (January,  1928,  publishers)  317p. 

Based  on  document  left  him  by  his  grandmother,  the  author 
has  written  well  an  excellent  description  of  the  formation  of  a 
religious  cult  and  the  usual  termination  of  it  when  the  charisma- 
tic leader  is  exposed  as  a self-deluded  maniac. 

Centered  around  the  mother  of  a boy  who  has  fallen  in  love 
with  a beautiful  girl  seduced  and  made  pregnant  by  the  leader  of 
the  cult,  this  novel  depicts  the  consequences  to  a small  religious 
community  in  the  early  ’forties  of  the  19th  century. 

Long  ago  I read  Spiritual  Wives  and  Howells’  The  Leatherwood 
God , so  there  is  little  in  this  novel  new  to  me.  However,  it  is 
valuable  for  mentioning  the  Millerites  and  other  cults;  Doomsday 
or  the  Second  Coming;  the  expected  birth  of  a new  Messiah,  and 
other  elements  of  fanaticism  are  illustrated. 

This  novel  is  worth  keeping  for  reference. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  2,  1999 
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Street,  Rev.  Noel 


Pathway  to  Spiritual  Healing;  Lakemont,  Georgia,  CSA  Press 
(Author,  1965);  Fifth  reprint,  1973;  appendix  139p. 

I probably  bought  this  quality  paperback  second-hand  because 
I did  not  notice  until  I started  reading  it  that  the  foreword  by 
Harry  Edwards  and  the  first  18  pages  of  text  were  missing.  But  I 
found  the  book  very  interesting,  SSIMXKg  detailing  the  beliefs  in 
spiritualism  and  guidance  in  addition  to  the  trials  of  a healer. 
On  page  39  mention  is  made  of  the  perfume  exuded  by  mediums  which 
is  so  strong  that  it  clings  to  garments  after  dissipating  from 
the  body. 

Street  tells  of  experiences  among  the  natives  of  New  Zealand 
and  of  their  customs.  He  gives  sensible  advice  to  healers  and 
reminds  them  that  they  have  no  power  apart  from  beyond. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
September  11,  2000 
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Stribling  , T . S . 


Best  Dr.  Poggioli  Detective  Stories;  New  York,  Dover  Pub- 
lications, Inc.  (1975,  Publishers)  217p. 

This  quality  paperback  is  the  first  edition  of  stories 
originally  published  in  Ellery  Queen^s  Mystery  Story  Magazine  and 
The  Saint  Mystery  Magazine. 

Told  in  the  first  person  by  the  author  who  represents  him- 
self as  unable  to  fathom  mysteries  without  the  aid  of  the  psy- 
chologist and  criminologist,  these  are  mainly  dialogue  stories 
based  on  ability  to  use  observation  and  deduction  to  solve  very 
unusual  crimes.  The  doctor  has  no  interest  beyond  the  crime  it- 
self and  often  lets  the  criminal  get  away. 

Very  cleverly  plotted  and  told  with  humor  and  irony,  not  to 
say  paradox,  these  are  still  very  contrived  mysteries  with  little 
of  permanent  interest  apart  from  their  first  reading. 

Sam  Moskowitz  has  a long  article  about  Stribling  and  is  very 
much  impressed  by  his  science  fiction  story  published  in  an  early 
issue  of  AMAZING  STORIES.  I must  some  day  read  that  story. 
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Stromberg,  Gustaf 

The  Soul  of  the  Universe;  Illustrated;  Philadelphia, 
David  McKay  Company  (May,  1940),  (April,  1940);  Index  244p* 

This  book  was  highly  praised  by  R.  DeWitt  ^Ciller  in  two 
books  on  psychic  phenomena,  and  my  expectations  of  it  were 
higher  than  my  appraisal  of  it  after  reading  it. 

Stromberg  summarizes  the  evidence  of  astronomy,  nhysics, 
biology,  and  psychical  research  in  arriving  at  his  decision 
that  the  soul  is  a reality  and  transcends  the  limitations  of 
the  physical  world.  Although  V/illiam  James  is  not  mentioned 
in  the  text,  I think  James  might  have  agreed  vvith  much  of  the 
conclusions  arrived  at  by  Stromberg. 

My  reading  of  this  book  extended  over  a period  of  nearly 
ten  days,  and  was  interrupted  by  Gord-ie’s  visit  in  January, 
1984.  I feel  that  the  book  deserves  study,  ratherthan  the 
cursory  reading  I gave  it;  and  I would  likely  have  obtained 
more  benefit  from  it  if  I had  read  it  when  it  was  published. 

This  book  should  be  kept  for  reference;  it  indicates 
that  the  world  of  the  Soul  is  the  eternal  world,  and  that  our 
conscious  existence  is  merely  phenom.enal. 


Believe  in  Immortality'^  Edited  by  Sydney  Strong, 

Coward -Tic  Gann,  Inc.,  New  York,  1929. 

•P.19:  It  seems  to  me  that  super-usual  phenomena  (if  I may  coin  a 

phrase)  which  some  people  believe  indicate  the  persistence  of  person- 
ality after  the  change  of  bodily  death,  should  not  be  considered  as 
evidence  of  survival,  until  every  possible  normal  explanation  of  them 
has  been  offered. 

In  other  words,  phenomena  shoiold  be  put  through  a sieve  to  see 
whether  they  can  pass  the  meshes  of  chance , coincidence,  the  sub- 
conscious, telepathy,  clairvoyance,  etc.,  etc.  If  anything  remains  in 
the  sieve  which  cannot  be  disposed  of  by  these  normal  explanations,  it 
is  time  to  consider  the  supernormal.  Eor  my  own  part,  I think  something 
does  remain  in  the  sieve;  and  I,  for  one,  believe  that  what  remains 
indicates  the  persistence,  after  bodily  death,  of  memory  and  will,  v/hich 
two  constitute  personality, 

llargaret  Deland,  Boston, 

P, 141-3:  My  belief  has  become  a certainty,  without  any  background  of 
faith  or  revelation.  Eive  years  of  experimentation  with  the  Margery 
Mediumship,  conducted  v/ith  unemotional  critical  observation,  by  a group 
wholly  scientific,  has  established,  to  my  mind,  the  follov/ing  facts: 

"Walter,”  deceased  15  years,  brother  of  Margery,  has  talked  with 
our  circle  freely  for  four  years.  His  voice,  loud  and  clear,  continues 
and  is  in  no  way  impeded  when  Margery’s  mouth,  lips,  teeth,  tongue  and 
cheeks  are  v/holly  controlled  by  mechanical  means. 

"V/alter"  can  produce  under  strict  mechanical  control  of  the  medium, 
on  a marked  piece  of  dental  wax,  in  the  presence  of  one  or  many  expert 
observers,  a constant  finger-print,  not  that  of  any  sitter.  One -third 
of  a thumb  print  on  Walter’s  razor-handle  is  identical,  line  for  line, 
with  our  seance -print.  This  print  also  resembles  Margery’s  thumb  45^ 
and  that  of  the  mother  of  "Walter"  and  Margery,  705^,  which  is  a proper 
relationship  of  prints  between  brother  and  sister,  and  son  and  mother. 

A thumb-print  means  an  individual. 

"Walter,"  in  the  dark,  in  the  absence  of  Margery,  can  perceive  a 
word  or  figure  on  a card  selected  by  m^echanical  chance,  and  later  the 
same  night,  can  cause  Margery,  8 miles  away,  another  medium  250  miles 
av/ay,  and  another  450  miles  away  so  to  produce  each  a partial 
description  of  the  selected  card,  that  the  combined  descriptions  make 
an  accurate  whole:  a perfect  cross -correspondence . 

Thus  "V/alter",  identified  by  a thumb-print  which  has  been  subjected 
to  v/orld-v;ide  police  expert  criticism,  can  make  intelligent  cognitions 
in  the  absence  of  a medium  and  convey  them,  most  ingeniously  subdivided, 
to  three  distant  mediums.  This  experiment  separates  "V/alter"  from 
Margery,  "Walter"  is  not  a subconscious  impersonation. 

The  other  phenomena  of  the  mediumship,  first  and  last,  Include 
every  kind  recorded  in  metapsychic  history.  We  are  overwhelmed  by 
their  variety  and  significance. 

We  feel  confident  that  the  observations  made  are  truly  scientific 
and  v^ill  endure.  Established  science  is  "perhaps  the  cleanest  thing  in 
the  m.odern  world",  but  the  attitude  of  orthodox  science  towards  "the 
spiritual  problems  of  man  needs  no  longer  be  regarded  as  stultifying: 
it  is  merely  irrelevant." 

From  the  identified  "Walter"  we  get  a vista  of  his  present  life 
which  suggests  the  "desirable"  survival  of  Lowes  Dickinson:  which  is 
one  in  which  "a  continuity  of  experience  analagous  to  that  which  we  are 
aware  of  here  is  carried  on  into  a life  after  death,  the  essence  of  that 
life  being  the  continuous  unfolding,  no  doubt  through  stress  and  conflict 
of  those  potentialities  of  Good,  of  which  we  are  aware  here  as  the  most 
significant  part  of  ourselves." 

L.  R.  G.  Grand on,  Boston. 


Sturge,  Ernest  Adolphus  (M.D.,  Ph.D.) 


Living  in  Two  Worlds;  Portrait  of  author;  Tokyo,  Japan, 

The  Sturge  Zenshu  Kankokai  (no  date)  181p. 

In  a Preface,  the  author  describes  this  as  a novel  and  says 
the  psychic  phenomena  here  recorded  are  nearly  all  the  genuine  ex- 
periences of  one  sensitively  organized  person  well  known  to  him. 

Far  from  being  a novel,  this  description  of  the  experiences 
of  a crippled  girl  is  mainly  a series  of  conversations  between 
herself  and  the  doctor  who  loves  her.  Well  written,  these  agree 
with  many  other  accounts  by  psychics  of  theirs. 

One  chapter  is  devoted  to  a sensible  discussion  with  a 
Christian  Science  believer. 

Another  comes  very  close  to  describing  what  I believe  is  a 
fact:  that  nothing  which  exists  ever  dies  and  is  available  for 

examination  if  our  senses  were  more  extensive,  and  which  may  be 
g 1 i rf p s ad  by  psychics. 

The  last  half  of  this  volume  reprints  the  story  in  Japanese 
so  this  is  a unique  volume  in  my  collection.  Psychic  rather  than 
fantastic,  it  still  qualifies  as  fantasy  because  science  has  not 
accepted  many  psychic  facts. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  3,  1999 
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Sturgeon,  Theodore 


It;  Philadelp^ft,  The  Prime  Press  (Presented  at  THE  TORCON) 

30p 

This  pamphlet  simply  stapled  with  special  title  page  has  no 
illustrations  which  may  be  in  the  book  Without  Sorcery,  and  has 
a 2-paragraph  introduction  by  the  author  which  indicates  that  he 
considers  it  wrote  itself  without  conscious  effort  by  him.  It 
contains  printing  errors  which  may  not  be  in  the  book. 

Brothers  dairy  farming  and  overloaded  with  work  encounter  a 
loathsome,  putrescent  monster  who  turns  out  to  be  a missing  rich 
man  who  has  been  transformed.  The  dog  of  one  brother  is  killed 
by  the  monster  and  he  is  also  killed  by  it  when  he  tries  to  a- 
venge  the  dog.  The  young  daughter  of  the  remaining  brother  in 
trying  to  find  her  uncle  is  threatened  by  the  monster  but  es- 
capes and  the  family  is  rewarded  by  the  monster’s  estate. 

Although  the  publishers  evidently  rated  this  story  highly  as 
an  advertisement  for  the  book,  I did  not  like  it. 
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sturgeon,  Theodore 


The  King  and  Four  Queenq;  baqed  on  a story  by  Margaret 
Fitts;  New  Yor^k;,  Dell  Publishing  Company,  Inc.  (#A128),  (De- 
cember, 1956),  (1956,  authors)  192p. 

This  is  an  unusual  we  tern  novel;  I have  a hunch  that 
it  was  influenced  by  James  M.  Gain^c?  work. 

Dan  Kehoe  hears  by  chance  of  $100,000  in  gold  du^?  t se- 
creted by  four  brother  bank  robbers  named  McDade;  three  of 
the  brothers  died  when  they  defied  the  sheriff’s  order  to 
surrender  and  he  set  fire  to  the  barn  in  v/hich  they  v^ere 
hiding,  and  the  bodies  were  so  destroyed  that  they  could  not 
be  identified. 

Three  wives  of  the  brothers  have  been  living  v/ith  their 
mother,  who  knows  the  whereabouts  of  the  gold  dust  and  is 
awaiting  the  fourth  son’s  arrival  to  claim  it.  Kehoe  meets 
the  alleged  fourth  wife  on  her  way  to  the  hotel  in  which  the 
McDade  women  live,  but  his  leg  is  broken  by  a bullet  fired 
at  him  for  having  allegedly  flirted  with  a man’s  wife;  it 
takes  v^eeks  for  the  leg  to  mend  and  he  is  kept  prisoner  by 
the  McDade  matriarch,  who  admires  him,  but  distrusts  him. 

All  four  of  the  women  make  passes  at  him,  and  he  is  not 
immune  to  their  appeal,  the  fourth  girl  being  his  choice. 

^he  reveals  to  him  that  she  has  located  the  gold  dust,  and 
they  plan  to  escape  with  it,  but  Kehoe  has  made  a pact  with 
the  sheriff  to  notify  him  by  signalling  when  the  McDade  man 
arrives.  He  does  so,  robs  them  of  the  gold  dust,  but  is 
killed  when  he  tries  to  drive  the  buckboard  with  a weak 
chain  which  snaps,  cspilling  him  to  his  death. 

The  fourth  girl  and  Kehoe  return  to  the  McDade  hotel 
and  agree  to  help  the  old  woman  with  her  chicken  ranch. 

They  marry  and  settle  down  to  family  life.  ^he  had  not 
been  married  to  McDade,  and  was  after  the  gold,  so  they 
were  a pair  of  deceivers  who  finally  renounced  crime  when 
they  learned  to  admiire  the  McDade  fiatriardh. 

Clark  Gable  starred  in  the  movie. 

I have  mixed  feelings  about  this  novel,  but  found  it 
of  interest. 
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sturgeon,  Theodore 

The  Rare  Breed;  from  the  original  screen  play  by  Ric 
Hardman;  Greenwich,  Conn.,  Fawcett  Publica tionq , Inc.,  (Gold 
Medal  Book  #dl626) , (1966,  Publi^herq)  176p. 

Two  Engli«?hwomen,  mother  and  daughter,  are  trying  to 
carry  on  the  miq^ion  of  the  widow’ c.  hue; band  and  introduce  to 
the  American  Y/e^^t  blooded  English  beef  cattle.  They  bring 
three  cown  and  a two- ton  bull.  'dwindled  out  of  the  cowq , 
the  widow  ge  tq  a good  price  for  the  bull  by  cleverly  talcing 
over  the  auctioning  her  self;  but  iq  forced  by  the  termc-  of 
the  qale  contract  to  deliver  the  bull  to  i tq  new  owner  in 
Texaq , 

Determining  to  do  thi^?  hercself  rather  than  tru'^  t an 
untrue?  tw  or  thy  meat  packer  who  had  mi- repre  rented  himc-elf 
a cattleman,  qhe  iq  forced  to  hire  a trail  boa^?,  Bulldogs 
Burnett,  a competent,  honeest  man.  Hie-  action^  are  miqun- 
derc?tood  by  the  daughter,  who  mic!t’"ue!tq  him,  and  they  are 
mo^t  of  the  time  at  loggerheadq.  Variou.e-  adventuree?  in 
cowtownq  and  on  the  trail  end  when  two  cowpokeq,  hired  by 
the  meat  packer,  try  to  buc^hwhack  them  and  e-teal  the  bull, 
but  are  vanquieshed,  partly  through  their  own  e^tupidity. 

Burnett,  played  in  the  movie  by  lameq  '^tewart,  iq  hiq 
uqual  taciturn,  half -humorouq  , long -c-uf  fer  ing , tolerant, 
but  miqunderq tood  and  capable  character.  He  putq  up  with 
the  daughter ’q  miqunde rq tandingq  until  ^he  realizeq  that 
qhe  haq  wronged  him;  in  the  end,  he  married  the  widow,  and 
the  daughter  married  a young  rancher  vyho  haq  lu-^^t  inherited 
hi-  father’q  ranch,  the  one  the  bull  vyac.  conqi^rned  to. 

Like  Gturgeon’q  other  novel  read  recently,  thic-  iq'  an 
unuqual  weqtern,  quite  different  from  tho^e  I read  when  I 
waq  younger  and  a weqtern  <?tory  fan. 
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^ugrue , Thomas 


stranger  in  the  Earth:  The  "^toryof  a -earch;  New 
York,  Paperback  Library  (#65-456);  (1948,  author),  Epilogue 
(1971,  Patricia  ^ugrue  Channon)  367p. 

■ The  front  cover  of  this  paperback  bears  the  subtitle 
^His  Years  with  Edgar  Gayce'’,  This  misleading;  the  book 
is  an  autobiographical  account  of  the  author ^s  travels  and 
thoughts  in  search  of  cjpiritual  truth,  covering  his  work  as 
a Journalist  and  closing  with  his  writing  books  while  suf- 
fering from  a virus  which  di«?abled  him. 

He  met  Hugh  Lynn  Cayce  at  University,  but  this  event  is 
not  described  until  page  160;  his  former  book  about  Edgar 
Cayce  is  suxamarized  on  pages  210-22E;  and  there  is  little 
mention  of  Cayce  in  the  rest  of  the  book  apart  from  inciden- 
tal reference  towards  the  end.  The  reader  can  learn  more 
about  Cayce  by  reading  There  Is  a River. 

Most  of  this  autobiography  is  narrated  as  if  remembered 
during  a period  of  hospitalization  for  treatment  of“the  de- 
bilitating illness  which  lasted  the  rest  of  ^ugrue ’ s life, 
and  an  attempted  dramatization  is  made'“by  ob ;1ec tifying  in 
conversational  form  aspects  of  "^ugrue  ^ s subconscious  and 
self -critical  musings.  Eor  me,  thecje  were  irritating  and 
confusing  rather  than  illuminating  or  interesting;  and  my 
impression  of  '^ugrue  is  that  he  was  a rather  shallow  thinker 
whose  Catholic  background,  against  which  he  attempted  to 
rebel,  while  maintaining  membership,  inhibited  him. 

The  amount  of  irrelevant  detail  padding  this  book  is 
even  greater  than  in  his  earlier  book  about  Cayce;  clo^-ely 
printed  pages  are  difficult  to  read,  and  m.y  imprecjcjion  is 
that  the  cloud  of  words  obscured  any  meaningful  mecc-ages. 


A disappointing  book. 
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^ugrue,  Thoma<? 

There  a River:  The  '^tory  of  Edgar  Gayce;-  New  York, 
Dell  Publishing  Go.,  Ino.  (#8680) , (February , 1966);  Previ- 
ous Dell  Printing  (#X9),  (1942,  1945,  Henry  Holt  & Go.,  Inc.) 
Index  ""  384p. 

v.t.:  The  '^tory  of  Edgar  Gayce  (There  Is  a River) 

I became  somewhat  impatient  about  the  detail  u=;ed  in 
presenting  this  biography  until  I realized  that  Edgar  Gayce 
has  in  the  records  of  his  diagnostic  and  life  readings  of 
thousands  of  people  given  perhaps  the  best  evidence  of  the 
reality  of  clairvoyance  of  any  psychic. 

Like  Andrew  Jackson  Davis  an  illiterate  and  not  overly 
intelligent  youth,  during  trance  self-impocjed  or  hypnotically 
induced,  Gayce  diagnosed  and  cured  thousands  of  people  of 
illnesses,  without  examining  them  personally  or  knowing  them 
apart  from  their  addresses.  Hie?  clairvoyance  appears  to  have 
been  similar  to  that  of  dows^^ers  who  can  locate  water  by  ex- 
amining only  a map  of  the  territory  in  v;hich  it  ic?  to  be 
found. 


In  addition  to  the  biography,  transcriptions  of  cacses 
are  added  as  an  appendix,  and  there  is  a chapter  devoted  to 
the  philosophy  distilled  from  the  readings. 

The  index  is  helpful,  and  makes  unnecessary  a summary 
of  the  book.  I am  impressed  by  the  fadt  that  Nunsterberg 
was  unable  to  find  any  evidence  of  fraud,  and  that  other 
skeptics  were  convinced  that  the  phenomena  were  genuine; 
also  that  Gayce  himself  was  doubtful  of  the  readings,  and 
could  not  understand  why  he  had  been  apparently  chosen  by 
God  as  the  vehicle  for  their  expression.  His  life  was  a 
difficult  one,  and  shortened  by  the  stress  of  excesc-ive  de- 
votion to  his  work  of  alleviating  the  illnesqes  of  others. 

Gina  Germinara  omits  from  her  summary  of  hi=j  life  oome 
basically  important  facts  of  Gayce ^s  experiences  as  a youth 
such  as  the  appearance  of  an  angelic  being,  his  ability  to 
learn  better  while  asleep  than  when  awake,  and  his  teaching 
from  the  Bible  rather  than  from  his  own  readings,  which  he 
did  not  himself  really  understand. 

I have  a^^sembled  several  books  on  Cayce”for  immediate 
attention,  and  will  begin  by  reading  '^ugrue’s  ^tranger  in 
the  Earth. 

A taller  format  reprint  under"the  same  Dell  (#8680), 
(Third  Printing,  November,  1966)  is  also  available. 


Su-Llng 


The  9 Holes  of  Jade;  Los  Angeles,  California,  Holloway 
House  (1967,  10th  ptg. , 1972)  320p. 

Although  this  is  advertised  as  the  autobiography  of  a 
Hong  Kong  call  girl,  she  was  actually  a madam  for  most  of 
her  career.  It  is  difficult  to  Judge  how  much  of  this  book 
is  truthful,  but  certainly  it  agrees  with  facts  disclosed  in 
other  books,  and  extends  information  concerning  conditions 
in  China  that  is  not  available  in  any  other  book  known  to  me. 

Like  most  madams,  3u~Ling  makes  it  clear  that  her  prime 
motive  in  being  a madam  was  to  make  money,  I suspect  that 
the  sums  mentioned  in  the  book  are  exaggerated,  but  being 
without  alternative"  information,  I cannot  contradict  her. 

Fairly  well  written,  this  book  is  worth  keeping  for  com- 
parative purposes.  I am  constantly  amazed  at  the  money  which 
seems  to  be  involved  in  prostitution. 


Sullivan,  Alan 

In  the  Beginning  ; London,  Hurst  S.  Blackett,  Ltd., 

(No  Date)  , • _ 280p, 

This  is  a very  good  '^prehistoric'^  novel,  patterned  after 
Doyle’s  ’’The  Los^t  h'orld'’,  but  with  one  of  the  characters  the 
victim,  of  atavis^tic  tendencies  which  ultiratel^^  make  him  re- 
vert to  the  primitive  so  that  his  life  as  a civilised  man  is 
like  a dream. 

In  Ca.nsdian  fiction,  it  is  a modernization  of  Roberts’ 

'’In  the  Horning  of  Time'*.  The  scenes  are  in  modern  England 
when  the  expedition  is  organized,  and  in  South  American  lo- 
cales where  a Pleistocene  area  is  discovered  in  which  animals 
survive  to  our  modern  day  because  of  physical  geographical 
factors  imposing  isolation.  There  is  a suggestion  that  part 
of  the  isolation  is  artificial:  a \';all  of  huge  cactus  plants 
hedges  one  boundary, 

A big  game  hunter  and  a botanist  are  rivals  for  the  hand 
of  Caxton’s  daughter.  Burden  is  huge,  and  animated  by  the 
killer  instinct,  Bylve'ster  is  guiet  and  scholarly.  Jean  is 
undecided  between  them,  but  having  been  promised  a part  in  her 
father’s  next  expedition,  Caxton  makes  this  a test  by  taking 
them  also,  and  his  man  Harrop  who  has  had  experie,n.ce  vith  the 
Gauchos  and  speaks  their  languap-e,  ond  is  sick  of  his  garden- 
er ’ s i ob , 

Buccessful  in  finding  Pleistocene  Park  betv/een  Lkke  Per- 
didos  and  the  Pacific  Ocean,  Caxton’ s idea  is  to  make  it  a 
permanent  Iluseum  by  purchasing  it  from  tbe  ^irgentine  govern- 
ment; and  in  orc^er  to  dissuade  Burden  from  killing,  make  him 
its  guardian.  Burden  becomes  vavuely  aware  of  lis  atavistic 
tendencies,  and  after  approaching  Jean  sexually  and  being 
beaten  physically  by  Harrop,  renounces  her,  leaving  "*he  field 
clear  for  ^Sylvester.  Caxton  observes  that  Burden  seems  a^.^^are 
and  familiar  v/ith  his  surroundings , aiid  it  bcoen.es  clear  that 
he  can  converse  with  the  primitive  men  when  atavism  is  *n  the 
ascendancy.  Burden  is  seeking  Ham-lo,  a prirntEre  v/onan,  and 
finds  her  among  the  people  whose  leader  he  becomes.  '"a’‘‘-lo 
becomes  a beauty -parlor  operator  when  taught  by  Jean  and  r^Vven 
a comb  and  a mirror,  but  perishes  in  a mrass  fire  start-d  by 
men  who  rubs  sticks  together  in  imitation  of  a de^^.ons  tra  tion 
Bylvester  ha,s  given  Jean,  .vll  nhysical  traces  of  the  area, 
including  the  films  which  have  been  taken  of  the  animals,  u re 
destroyed  by  dumping  in  the  lake  by  the  pri-'-itives  or  by’ the 
fire,  and  the  conclusion  of  Caxton  is  his  visit’ an-  a museiu- 
where  he  is  told  that  such  life  was  extinguished  80  -^o  100 
thousand  years  ago. 

Burden  is  ' the  most  interes ting 'chara c ter  in  >the  booh. 
3tart,lng  as  an  unsympa  the  tic  one,  he  bedo’^es  almo-.t  heroic  *n 
his  accepta.n.ee  (of  his  condition,  and  his  renimc ia  tioii  of  b*s 
old  life.  This  is  much  better  than  average  Canadian  fantasy. 


SulllTfan,  Alan 

The  Jade  God;  New  York,  Grosset  & Dunlap  (The  Century 
Co.,  1925) 

This  is  a very  ^rood  psychic  mystery  story,  well -plotted 
and  constructed. 

Tlillicent,  a man  of  independent  if  not  ample  .means,,  is  a 
collector  of  oriental  art,  and  acquires  from  a temple  priest 
one  of  two  Jade  Buddhas  made  by  Lung  Ben  to  em-body  the  evil 
to  which  he  had  become  sworn.,  The  priests  had  insisted  upon 
keeping  these  two  in  spite  of  their  evil  qualities,  because 
/ they  felt  the  influence  must  not  be  permitted  to  met  into  the 
outer  world. 

The  story  opens  v/ith  Jack  Derrick  and  his  sitter  Bdith 
taking  a lease  for  a year  on  Millicent^s  hone,  which  had  been 
purchased  by  a munitions  manufacturer.  They  acqui^^e  with  the 
lease  a housekeeper  who  seems  to  go  with  the  house;  but  who  is 
a strange,  inscrutable  wom.an,  efficient  but  withdrawn.  Jack 
senses  psychic  influences;  is  drawn  by  the  portrait  of  ^'lilli- 
cent  to  find  the  god  in  a wall  panel;  falls  in  love  with  ^^illi- 
cent^s  daughter  Jean  who  lives  in  dread  of  the  fate  of  her 
father  who  was  murdered  falling  similarly  on  her;  susuects  the 
gardener  of  the  murder  of  returning  to  the  scene  of  the  crime; 
discovers  that  the  housekeeper  is  a sleep-walker;  learns  that 
a peddler  is  on  the  trail  of  the  god  and  suspects  collusion 
between  peddler  and.  /gardener;  and  finally  learns  that  the 
housekeeper,  under  the  influence  o-f^  the  mod,  had  murdered  her 
employer  while  sleep-walking,  was  the  wife  of  the  nardener  'vho 
loved  and  protected  her  desnlte  her  not  knov/inm  him  and  being 
/insane;  destroys  the  buddha ; and  marries  Jean. 

The  importance  of  this  book  in  a fantasy  library  is  not 
for  the  mystery,  but  for  the  treatment  of  the  psychic  influ- 
ences which  govern  the  fate  of  the  characters.  Just  as  L.  ‘ 
Adams  Beck  is  chief  Canadian  v/riter  on  Oriental  mysticism,  so 
Bullivan  is  chief  in  psychic  fiction. 
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Sullivan,  Alan 


'^The  Passing  of  Oul-I-But  and  Other  Tales;  London  and 


Toronto:  J.  M,  Dent  & Sons,  Limited;  Nev/  York,  L.  P.  Dutton 

& Go,,  1913;  Frontispiece  by  J.  V/,  Beatty;  302pp. 

Contents 

1.  The  Passing  of  Oul-I-But  Page  1 

2.  Pilots  of  the  Night  29 

3.  The  Essence  of  a Man  / ’ 47 

4.  The  House  Invisible  65 

5.  The  Training  of  Ghiliqui  79 

6.  The  Last  Patrol  9 5 

7.  Plus  and  Minus  111 

8.  The  Cycle  of  the  North  127 

9.  The  Revenge  of  Pinne  137 

10.  The  Turning  Point  165 

11.  The  Manitou  I'lail  19  5 

12.  Consecrated  Ground  217 

13.  The  Bush  Fire  241 

14.  The  Defiance  of  Na-Quape  253 

15.  The  Younger  Son  269 

16.  The  Death  Song  of  Ghiliqui  287 

#1  is  the  description  of  the  death  of  an  Eskimo,  which 
indicates  he  expects  to  join  those  who  have  died  before  him 
in  the  Spirit-Land,  #2  is  a portrayal  of  the  responsibility 
of  the  engineer  on  a coal-powered  train.  #3  describes  how 
Tom  Moore , a half-breed,  pulled  300  pounds  of  provisions  on 


a toboggan  without  touching  them  though  he  was  starving.  #4 
is  a mystical  tale  indicating  that  a splmal  counterpart  of 
a physical  house  exists.  #5  portrays  th^it/  schooling  of  an 
( Indian  boy.  #6  describes  a duty-trek  of  Mounties.  #7  is  a 
description  by  three  men  of  their  most  vivid  memories.  #8  is 
an  account  of  the  natural  seasons  in  the  north  country,  a 
nature  sketch,  not  a story.  #9  is  an  Indian  story.  flO  is  a 
love  story,  showing  how  wearing  on^a  vy^oman  is  the  devotion  of 
a one -woman  man.  #11  introduces  lohn  Strong,  civil  engineer, 
and  emphasises  the  importance  of  mail  delivery  in  the  north 
country.  #12  is  the  story  of  how  a corpse  calls  for  assistance 
in  keeping  his  body  inviolate  for  burial  in  consecrated  ground. 
It  is  the  only  weird  tale  in  the  book.  #13  describes  how  John 
Strong  saves  a train  from  a forest  fire.  #14  introduces  a 
younger  Blantyre  and  describes  relations  between  the  Indians 
and  the  Whites.  #15  portrays  the  acceptance  of  banishment  from 
home  of  a consumptive'  younger  son.  #16  describes  the  death  of 
an  Indian  chief  following  the  slaying  of  each  other  by  his  sons. 

Only  #4  and  #12  are  of  importance  in  a fantasy  collection. 
These  stories  are  mainly  of  importance  in  portraying  conditions 
in  Canada, 


Sullivan, 

Alan  1 

wist 

TTnder  the  Northern  Lights;  London  & Toronto,  1, 

M.  Dent 

and  Sons 

Ltd.;  New  York,  E.  P.  Dutton  & Company,  192 
' Contents 

6;  218pp, 
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Trade 

1 
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The  E^yes  of  Sebastien 

21* 

3. 

The  Spirit  of  the  North 

47 

4. 

The  Circuit  of  the  Wild  Swan 

66 

5. 

The  Blindness  of  Pituluk  ' , 

Motherhood  ' 

82 

6. 

99 

7. 

The  Magic  of  Kahdoosh 

112 

8. 

The  Reward  .of  Kwasind 

130 

9. 

The  Loyalty  of  Peeguk 

' 150 

10. 

The  Passing  of  Chantie , the  Curlew 

167 

ill. 

The  Affair  of  Kalauk,  the  Skilful  Hunter 

182* 

12. 

The  Salving  of  Pyack 

204 

These  are  mainly  stories  of  the  north,  some  like  #4 
which-  is  entirely  a nature  study,  touch  on  animal  life  or 
bird  life,  others  are  of  Indian  and  Kskim.o  life.  Of  their 
kind,  they  are  interesting  and  well  ’vritten. 

IfZ  is  a werewolf  or  loun-^a rou  story  in  a French -Cana dian 
setting,  quite  well  done  though  not  equal  to  '^The  ’.'/itching  of 
Elspie”.  #11  suggests  transmigration  of  souls:  the  wife  of 
an  Eskimo  hunter  returns  in  the  body  of  a cub  wolf;  the  son 
tames  the  wolf  but  the  father  cannot  trust  it:  it  rem'.nds  him 
of  his  wife  whom  he  had  sometimes  mistreated.  A sorceror  gets 
him  to  marry  a second  tim.e , saying  that  only  a woman  can  drive 
another  woman  away:  the  wolf  leaves  the  camp. 

#10  is  a sort  of  sequel  to  ’’The  Passing  of  Oul-I-But”  in 
another  volume;  and  several  of  the  Eskimo ' s tories  name . the 
same  characters.  #7  tells  the  Eskimo’s  conception  of  a gramo- 
phone ; #9  of  the  motion-picture;  #12  of  the  radio. 


<5ullivan,  Eileen 


Arthur  Ford  "Speaks  from  Beyond;  G-reenwieh,  Connecticut, 
Fawcett  Publications,  Inc.  (Crest  #02866),  (lune,  1976), 
(1975,  author)  207p. 

After  experiencing  brief  and  slight  physical  phenomena 
which  caused  her  to  become  curious  about  them,  the  author 
tried  automatic  writing,  receiving  messages  in  the  handwri- 
tings of  her  father  and  mother.  These  were  followed  by  mes- 
sages from  Arthur  Ford  and  Tin  '=?ui  Geng  l^on,  rapidly  typed 
as  if  by  inspiration.  This  development  process  is  similar 
to  that  experienced  by  Ruth  Montgomery  and  described  in  her 
A ^e&Toh  for  the  Truth,  which  book,  incidentally,  I cannot 
trace  having  been  reprinted  in  paperback  despite  the  popu- 
larity of  ±xx5a±±  A Gift  of  Prophecy  and  many  subgeguent 
books  on  psychic  phenomena,  several  dealing  with  Ford.  (I 
wonder  if  Montgomery’s  obvious  acceptance  of  spiritualism 
may  have  influenced  non-publication  of  reprints?  CDC) . 

<^ulllvan’s  book  conveys  Ford’s  teaching,  but  is  not 
written  consistently  or  as  convincingly  as  other  books  on 
Ford,  and  is  in  a more  religious  vein.  There  is  no  mention 
concerning  whether  Tin  «?ui  Geng  Moon  is  related  to  Sun  Myung 
Moon  whose  sittings  were  noted  in  Ford’s  Unknown  But  Known. 

On  page  142,  the  author  mentions  having  been  given  a 
copy  of  The  *=^llver  Birch  Anthology  and  asking  Ford  about 
who  «^ilver  Birch  is.  ^ord  described  him  as  a very  old  en- 
tity, not  on  Ford’s  plane  but  more  advanced  and  in  demand  as 
a teacher;  Ford  recommended  Moon’s  and  <=?ilver  Birch’s  teach- 
ings and  commended  the  Anthology.  I have  several  compila- 
tions of  <=?ilver  Birch  communica tion<=! , but  have  not  read  them. 

There  ia  very  little  in  this  book  which  might  not  have 
been  inferred  from  the  Montgomery  book  mentioned,  excepting 
that  Montgomery  does  not  mention  either  Silver  Birch  or  Moon. 

Although  I was  not  favorably  impressed  with  this  book,  I 
believe  it  contains  nothing  which  would  contradict  what  Ford 
tried  to  teach. 
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Sully,  Kathleen 

’ Through  the  Wall;  London,  Peter  Davies  (1957)  221p. 

A slum  girl,  neglected  b'y  her  noninal  father  and  her 
mother,  is  adopted  by  a friend  of  the  mother^s  in  order- that 
the  mother  may  marry  a .man  who  will  not  accept  the  child  in 
his  family.'  Invited  to  a schoo-l  chumps  party,  she  goes  un- 
washed, but  cannot  attend  because  no  one  hears  her  at  the 
door.  Her  foster  mother  is  Killed  while  riding  her  bicycle 
when  struck-  by  a heavy  vehicle , and  the  girl  runs  away  to 
London. 

A lover  of  her  foster  mother  has  an  attack  of  mental 
illness  and  feels  that  he  had  v;ronged  the  girl,  so  employs 
his  nephew^' to  seek  her  out.  The  nephew  and  the  husband  and 
v/ife  'Whose  boarding  house  he  occupies  make  half-hearted  at- 
tempts to  locate  her,  but  never  learn  definitely  whether  she 
is  dead  or.  has  entered  a convent  or  is  on  the  streets. 

When  opp^ressed,  the  /?irl  sends  her  astral  body  out 
through  the  wall  of  her  room  and  is  apparently  able  to  see 
and  heam  what -is  happeninp-  at  a distance.  This  faculty  is 
also  given  to  the/ nephev^/  after  he  realizes  that  he  must 
shape  up  or  become  a useless  failure.  It  is,  however,  never 
made  ^absolutely-  clear  whether  this  faculty  is  clairvoyance 
or  simply  a dream  or  imaf?inative  lonming. 

The  story  at  first  follows  the  p^irl;  then  the  old  man’s 
nephew’s  search  for  her.  As  a portrayal  of  low  life  in  Hug- 
land,  it. appears  authentic,  but  the  story  is  negligible  and 
the  fantasy  element  incompetently  treated. 

A failure,  both  as  a novel  and  as  fantasy. 


-V-- 
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guaann,  Jacqueline 

Doloreq;  New  York,  Bantam  Bookq  (#10500),  (1974-1976, 
Jojao  Production*?,  Ltd.),  (May,  1977,  4th  ptg.)  175p. 

The  protagonist  is  the  recently  widowed  wife  of  the  OT 
president,  whose  sifter  is  wealthy  and  living  in  England, 
and  is  envied  for  her  lovers  and  her  pose-esaions. 

Dolores  seeks  love  and  luxury,  finds  a lover  who  lives 
for  the  same  materialistic  aims  and  abandons  her  for  the  ful- 
filment of  them  by  marrying  an  older  woman. 

This  novel  is  a portrayal  of  the  vanity  of  such  aims  and 
the  ultimate  loss  of  spiritual  and  emotional  fulfilment. 

It  merely  confirms  my  lifelong  view  that  the  social  scene 
is  a waste  of  time.  The  lust  for  m^ney  and  power  seems  never 
to  bring  happiness,  and  often  frustration  leads  to  drink  and 
drugs  and  sexual  laxity. 

The  bestselling  author  of  her  day,  the  author’s  w^^rk'^  are 
no  longer  in  print;  their  ephemeral  interest  has  pasc«ed. 
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<^Uflann,  Jacqueline 


The  Love  Machine;  New  York,  '^imon  and  Schu^^ter  (1969, 
author)  511p. 

The  du<?t  Jacket  for  thi^  book  givers  an  adequate  outline 
of  the  c?tory  which  portray«f  the  world  of  televic^ion  a^  a dog 
eat  dog  ^search  for  fame,  power  and  money,  achievable  moe-t 
readily  by  csexual  availability. 

Patently  written  for  ejen^ation  «?eeker^,  thi<?  novel  make® 
me  curiouc?  about  the  writer,  '^he  portray*^  a world  without 
any  but  materialistic  aims;  deceit  and  betrayale?  accompany 
all  deal«;  all  women  are  available  to  a charismatic  lover  who 
enc!laves  them  but  who  care nothing  for  them.  The  three  who 
are  most  enamored  of  him  despise  themselves  for  their  infatu- 
ation, yet  seem  helpless  to  lose  their  fascination. 

The  insincere,  ^elf-seeking  attitudes  of  almost  every 
character  make  me  wonder  if  the  author  is  as  cynical  as  this 
novel  suggests.  The  search  for  sexual  gratification  reminds 
me  of  'Snow’s  first  anonymous  novel,  but  the  modern  frankness 
in  expression  and  portrayal  is  even  less  tasteful. 

The  drinking,  drugs  and  sexual  abuse  of  people  makes  me 
wonder  if  the  real  world  of  television  supports  even  a frac- 
tion of  this  portrayal.  If  so,  the  Hollywood  scene  has  its 
counterpart. 

I had  previously  read  only  Valley  of  the  Dolls,  add  was 
similarly  impressed  with  the  tragic  futility  of  the  luxuri- 
ousness and  pressures  of  success.  I remember  getting  Muriel 
to  read  it,  feeling  that  she  would  be  better  satisfied  with 
our  simple  life  by  comparison. 

Although  this  novel  compels  attention,  it  is  not  one  to 
become  a favorite  of  anyone.  I see  by  reference  to  the  1988 
/l989  Books  in  Print  that  nothing  by  'lusann  is  available  in 
a current  edition.  Probably  her  vogue  was  ephemeral. 
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Susann,  Jacqueline 

Valley  of  the  Dolls;  Bernard  Geis  Associates,  Distribu- 
ted by  Random  House,  New  York  (1966)  407p. 

(Bantam  Books  0,3597,  July,  1967,  500p.)  ^ p 

This  was  the  #1  bestseller,  and  desarves  the  appellation 
of  sensational  novel.  It  is  the  detailed  story  of  three  ^irls 
who  place  their  careers  and  their  owh  lives  ahead  of  the  lives 
of  their  friends,  and  who  resort  -to  pills  when  they  reach  the 
top  because  they  find  that  the  strain  has  drained  them  of  abil- 
ity to  enjoy  or  accept  the  values  which  other  people  have  been 
able  to  settle  for. 

It  is  a hard,  brutal  novel,  but  well -written  and  interest- 
ing. 'Money,  sex,  and  status  are  the  main  elements  treated  in 
the  story,  and  although  there  is  a fair  amount  of  human  interest 
these  elements  are  overplayed  to  an  extent  which  .makes  them  seem 
inhuman.  My  impression  is  that  anyone  reading  it  will  be  more 
satisfied  to  settle  for  less  than  v/orldly  success;  and  for  a 
measure  of  happiness  which  will ^be  greater  than  these  girls 
achieved. 


t 


lu^ann,  Jacqueline 


Yar^^o;  Ivew  y^rk,  Bantam  Bn^k^  (#18855),  (1979,  J^',iae 
Prnduc  ticnc! , Ltd  . ) , (Yarch,  1979)  048p. 

Thi^  t humour? ly  publir-hed  n^vel  wa-  written  in  the 

early  1950’^!,  and  war?  inr«pired  by  the  ilyinm  -saucer  phenom- 
enon. The  heroine,  an  adoler-cent  o*irl  enmaoed  t be  married, 
ir.  abducted  in  error  by  a flyinm  --aucer  fr^m  Yaron,  carried 
to  the  planet  where  r^he  meeto  it-  inhabitantr.  and  advanced 
intellectual  race  ?;hich  har.  di-carded  em-tionr?  in  favor  of 
reason  and  !<-•  ruled  by  an  attractive  modman  'Nith  whom  Janet 
Cooper  fallrj  in  love. 

Banished  to  ’^'arc  t^  avoid  her  beinm  able  to  tell  Barth  of 
her  cap  tor  r-,  Janet  i-^  befriended  by  her  suide,  one  of  the  few  •*' 
Yargoniano  v7ho  c-peak  Engli-h,  but  they  are  sidetracked  ^ o Yenus 
which  is  ruled  by  a race  of  bees  who  have  evolved  from  a human 
type.  The  queen  has  borne  a son  who  is  a mutant  monster  little 
more  than  a moron,  who  is  to  try  with  the  visit'^rs  from  Yargo* 
to  produce  a new  race.  The  girl  from  Yarero  is  raned,  Janet  is 
threatened  but  saved  by  the  Yargonian  who  lo-es  an  arm  in  the 
struggle  with  the  mutant  in  a cage. 

The  struggle  causes  a ruptured  appendix;  Janet  i-  operated 
on  and  returned  to  Earth  under  a vow  of  secrecy.  Unable  to  get 
her  story  believed  by  a psychiatrist,  she  r'ffers  the  lo-s  nf 
her  appendix  as  proof,  but  X-r^ys  show  it  to  be  intact.  Janet 
becomes  uncertain  of  her  sanity,  but  Yargo  abducts  her  again  and 
says  he  believes  erhe  can  turn  them  back  to  emotional  values  if 
she  will  become  chief  of  his  harem. 

Three  succesc?ive  novels  as  best-sellers  established  a world 
record  for  the  author,  v;lth  an  e-timated  50,000,000  sales  world- 
wide. The  1988-1989  Books  in  Print  show  nothing  in  print  by  the 
author,  and  it  is  possible  that  this  book,  which  is  amateurish 
in  execution,  killed  her  sales. 

The  author’s  husband,  Irving  ^^nsfield,  shared  her  life  of 
12  years  battle  with  cancer,  and  was,  I think,  with  her  in  her 
appearances  on  the  John  Keel  show.  These  may  have  followed  her 
interest  in  extraterrestrial  life. 
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Sutherland,  Ronald 


Frederick  Philip  Grove  (Canadian  Writers  Number  4,  New 
Canadian  Library);  Toronto/Montreal , McClelland  and  Stewart 
Limited  (1969)  > ' 64p. 

To  fantasy  enthusiasts,  the  main  interest  of  this  book 
lies  in  the  author’s  suramary  of  G®®ve’s  science  fiction  fan- 
tasy ’’Consider  Her  Ways’’,  on  pp,33-5  inclusive*  ^is  is  an 
excellent  appraisal  of  what  is  probably  Glove’s  leest-known 
book. 

A very  competent  diurvey  of  Grove’s  life  and  works,  this 
little  handbook  sells  for  95^  and  gives  good  value  for  the 
money.  The  author  accepts  Grove’s  autobiographical  work  at 
its  face  value,  but  Tom  Saunders  has  made  it  clear  that  Grove 
cannot  be  relied  upon.  This  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  detract 
from  Grove’s  status  in  literature. 


I 


< 
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Sutherland,  Sidney 


Ten  Real  Murder  Mysteries;  New  York:  London,  G.  P, 
Putnam’s  Sons,  1929  (1929,  Liberty  Weekly,  Inc.;  1929, 
author)  347 p. 


1.  Joseph  Bowne  Elwell 

2.  Dot  King  ' 

3.  William  Desmond  Taylor 

4.  J.  Belton  Kennedy 

5.  Marion  Lambert 

6.  Lizzie  Borden 

7.  Roland  B,  Molineux 

8.  Dorothy  Arnold 

9.  Mary  Phagan  and  Leo  Frank 

10.  Dr.  Hall  and  Mrs.  Mills 


These  mysteries  were  never  solved,  and  probably  have  been 
outlined  many  times;  some  of  them  I had  read  elsewhere.  This 
book  is  apparently  the  first  to  cover  several,  and  should  be 
retained  for  reference. 


See  Pearson  re  Lizzie  Borden. 
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Sutton , Eric  A . 

The  Happy  Isles:  The  Story  of  Swedenborg;  Illustrated  by 
Reginald  Knowles;  London,  J.  M.  Dent  & Sons  Ltd  (1938)  178p. 

This  biography  is  written  clearly  and  simply  enough  to  be 
understood  by  children,  but  provides  an  adequate  outline  of  an 
astonishing  life.  As  a Life  Member  of  the  (British)  Society 
for  Psychical  Research  I had  read  many  short  sketches  relating 
to  Swedenborg,  and  through  the  years  had  accumulated  a carton 
of  books  by  and  about  him,  with  a view  to  studying  him  serious- 
ly, but  at  age  84  I realize  that  I shall  not  have  the  necessary 
time  to  do  so.  In  addition  to  this  book  I have  read  only  two 
little  books  about  him: 

Swedenborg:  The  Savant  & The  Seer  by  Sir  W.  F.  Barrett,  F. 

R.S.;  London,  John  M.  Watkins,  1912 

Emanuel  Swedenborg  by  L.  B.  De  Beaumont,  D.Sc.;  London  and 
Edinburgh,  Jack  & Nelson,  respectively;  1919 

Swedenborg  has  been  considered  the  last  man  capable  of  as- 
similating all  the  knowledge  of  his  time.  Since  then,  the  growth 
of  knowledge  has  been  greater  than  any  man  can  master. 

(I  overlooked  above  having  read  Dreams  of  a Spirit-Seer  by 
Immanuel  Kant;  London,  New-Church  Press  Limited,  1915,  which  is 
devoted  to  Swedenborg’s  psychic  experiences.  That  he  was  a true 
psychic  is  beyond  question.) 

Possibly  the  foremost  scientist  of  his  time  (1688-1772),  he 
renounced  science  at  age  56  in  1743  when  given  divine  direction  ^ 
to  devote  himself  to  spiritual  matters.  His  many  theological 
books  were  published  at  his  own  expense,  received  little  atten- 
tion during  his  lifetime  but  were  respected  and  circulated  by  his 
followers  who  established  churches  in  his  honor. 

Swedenborg  was  a traveler,  a practical  scientist  and  inven- 
tor, a lifelong  student  and  writer  who  circulated  in  all  social 
circles  from  labor  to  nobility,  was  quiet  and  charming,  loved 
children,  and  was  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Swedenborg  was  convinced  that  spirits  of  the  dead  (whom  he 
termed  angels)  conducted  him  through  their  lives  in  the  afterworld 
and  he  was  shown  spirits  dwelling  not  only  on  the  planets  but  be- 
yond the  solar  system.  He  found  that  people  create  their  own  hell 
or  heaven  according  to  their  moral  natures,  and  that  the  universe 
was  guided  by  a God  of  love. 

He  has  been  influential  both  to  science  and  to  spiritualism 
but  I suspect  that  few  people  have  studied  all  his  writings. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
May  11,  1997 
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Sutton,  Stephen  P.  (Editor) 


Anthology 


More  Tales  to  Tremble  By:  A second  collection  of.  great 
stories  of  haunting  and  suspense;  Illustrated  by  Gordon  Laite; 
Racine,  Y/isconsin,  Western  Publishing  Company,  Inc.  (1968) 

210p. 


\ Contents 

A Word  to  Midnight  Readers  Stephen  B.  Sutton 

1.  The  Red  Lodge  H.  Russell  Wakefield  15 

2.  Sredni  Vashtar  Saki  X 36 

3.  Thurnley  Abbey  Perceval  Landon  45 

4.  /^God  Grante  That  She  Lye  Stille^  Cynthia  Asquith  70 

5.  The  Voice  in  the  Night  William  Hope  Hodgson  119 

6.  The  Extra  Passenger  August  Derleth  , 139 

7.  Casting  the  Runes  M.  R.  James  153 

8.  The  Book  Margaret  Irwin  1§8 


I believe  that  I have  not  yet  read  only  #6,  though  I am 
unable  to  recall  most  of  these  stories,  excepting  the  last  2. 
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Sutton,  Stephen  P. 


Anthology 


Tales  to  Tremble  3y;  A collection  of  famous  stories  of 
haunting  and  suspense;  Illustrated  by  Shannon  Stirnweis; 

• ttt  ♦ • ^ ^ ^ ^ _ ^ r\  /*  ^ A 


Racine,  Wisconsin,  Whitman  Publishing  Company,  1966  214p. 

Contents 

1.  A V/ord  to  the  Unwary  Stephen  P.  Sutton 

2.  The  Hand  Uuy  de  U-aupassant  11 

3*  The  Middle  Toe  of  the  Right  Foot  Ambrose  Bierce  27 

4.  No.  1 Branch  Line,  The  Signalman  Charles  DicPens  50 

5.  Adventure  of  the  G-erman  Student  'Washington  Irving  " 83 

6.  The  Sutor  of  Selkirk  Anonymous  97 

7.  The  Upper  Berth,  F.  Marion  Crawford  113 

8.  The  Judge ^s  House  Bram  Stoker  167 


From  the  foreword;  V/hy  do  people  like  yourself  delight 
in  terrifying  themselves  with  accounts  of  happenings  beyond 
the  range  of  man^s  knowledge  but  not  of  his  imagination?... 
The  ghost-story  reader  is  looking  for  The  Story  that  will 
bring  into  clear  focus  the  lurking  horrors  that  inhabit  the 
world  between  imagination  and  reality. 

6.  The  word  sutor'*  means  shoemaker. 


Sutton,  Will  (Sydney  J.  Bounds) 

Ghost  Town;  London,  Robert  Hale  (2000,  author)  158p. 

This  story  of  the  few  remaining  people  in  a played-out  mining 
town  strikes  me  as  a formula  popular  novel  written  to  the  wishes 
of  the  publisher.  The  story  line  is  clear,  the  action is sftirious, 
the  writing  is  in  simple  words,  the  characters  are  clearly  deline- 
ated, and  the  protagonist  is  sufficiently  unusual  to  activate  a 
liking  or  enmity  in  the  other  characters.  The  sex  element  is  a 
bit  blatant,  matching  the  exaggerated  action  of  the  narrative. 

The  narrative  principally  follows  the  actions  and  thoughts  of 
the  protagonist,  but  switches  to  author  omniscient  for  incidents 
involving  other  characters,  interrupting  the  scenes  of  the  story, 
but  heightening  the  suspense. 

Early  in  the  story  I noticed  the  English  spelling  of  a word, 
unusual  in  a story  of  the  American  west.  On  page  37  the  word 
sideboards  appears;  my  impression  is  that  a sideboard  is  furniture 
like  a buffet  and  that  our  word  sideburns  for  hair  growing  down 
the  front  of  the  ears  was  meant.  On  page  68  the  word  drying 
should  be  trying.  Otherwise  the  proof-reading  and  printing  of  the 
book  is  excellent. 

My  attention  was  held  throughout  the  reading  of  this  story, 
but  whether  my  prime  interest  was  in  the  story  itself  or  in  the 
treatment  of  an  American  western  story  by  an  English  writer  was 
not  clear  to  me . 

I would  classify  this  novel  as  simplified  pulp  fiction  for 
popular  interest. 


Chester  0.  Cuthbert 
January  1,  20  Of) 
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MANITOBA 


Suvin,  Darko 


Biographical 


, from  ^^Other  Worlds,  Other  Seas”  ~ appended 

Born  in  Zagreb,  Yugoslavia,  in  1930,  Darko  Suvin  has 
achieved  a distinguished  reputation  in  his  native  country, 
and  in  America  and  Canada,  as  a professor  of  literature,  as  a 
critic  and  as  an  essayist.  An  expert  in  tv/o  fie  Ids --modern 
theater,  and  utopian  and  science  f ic tion--Professor  Suvin  has 
served  on  the  faculties  of  the  Univerwity  of  Zagreb,  the  Uni- 
versity of  Massachusetts  and  Indiana  University,  He  is  now 
an  assistant  professor  in  the  Department  of  English  at  McGill 
University  in  Montreal. 

Professor  Suvin  is  the  author  of  seven  books,  ranging 
from  Bertolt  Brecht:  Diale c tic ts  in  the  Theatre  to  Possible 
Worlds--An  Outline  of  Science -Pic tion  and  Utopias.  He  has 
also  written  over  two  hundred  critiques  and  essays  published 
in  various  Yugoslav,  Swiss,  Czech,  Polish,  French  and  Ameri- 
can periodicals. 

The  winner  of  a Ford  Foundation  grant  in  the  United 
States  during  the  academic  year  1965-1966,  he  spent  one  semester 
observing  American  theater  and  another  at  the  Yale  University 
School  of  Drama.^-  While  in  the  U.  3,,  he  has  also  lectured  and 
written  on  Soviet  and  Eastern  European  science  fiction. 
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Anthology . 


Su¥in,  Darko  (Editor) 

Othor  Worlds,  Other  Seasi  Science  Eiction  Stories  froin 
Socialist  Countries;  Selected,  Edited  and  with  a Preface  by; 
New  York,  Random  House  (1970)  xi-  xxxiii  plus  217p. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 
17. 


Contents 


Preface  . Darko  Suvin 

Poland 

The  Patrol  Stanislaw  Lem 

The  Computer  That  Fought  a Dragon 
The  Thirteenth  Journey  of  Ion  Tichy 
The  Twenty-fourth  ''  of  Ion  Tichy  ' 

Rumania 


The  Contact 
Vampire  Ltd. 

Why  Atlantis  Sank 


Vladimir  Colin 
Czechoslovakia 

Josef  Nesvadba 


Bulgaria 


Anton  Donev 


U.S.3.R. 


The  Master  Builder 
The  Founding  of  Civilization 
Lectures  on  Parapsychology 
Biocurrents,  Biocurrents... 
30MP 


Genrikh  Altov 
Roma  in  Yarov 
Ilya  Varshavsky 

TT  IT 

IT  TT 


The  Noneatrins 

A Debate  on  SF— Moscow  196  5 Nikolay  Toman 

Interview  with  a Traffic  PolicemanAna tolly  Dneprov 
The  3*T*A*P*L*E  Farm  ” " 

The  Island  of  the  Crabs  ” 


xi 

5 

33 

41 

63 


81 

95 

111 

119 
133 
14  lA 
147 
151 
155 
163A 
175 
181 
197 


In  his  long  preface,  Suvin  argues  that  the  Utopian  as- 
pects of  Soviet  SF  refuse  to  fit  the  American  tradition;  in  a 
historical  survey  of  Russian  SF,  he  mentions  Chernyshevsky ^ s 
’U7ha  t Is  to  Be  Done?’^  written  in  1862,  but  not  published  until 
1905,  as  having  impact  comparable  to  Bellamy’s  ’’Looking  Back- 
ward”; Dostoevsky’s  importance;  several  younge r wri ters ; and 
Zamyatin’s  ”We”;  Konstantin  Tslolkovsky  as  a pioneer  in  Astro- 
nautics as  well  as  SF;  Alexey  N.  Tolstoy’s  two  novels;  Belyaev 
and  Yefremov;  saying  that  155  SF  novels  and  stories  were  pub- 
lished in  Soviet  Russia  from  1920  to  1927.  Little  appeared 
again  until  the  late  1950’ s,  when  Stalinist  thought  vms  over- 
thrown. In  conclusion,  Suvin  comments  on  the  stories  which 
make  up  this  anthology. 

(1)  tells  of  a technical  flaw  which  almost  leads  an  as- 
tronaut to  destruction.  (2)  cybernetics  (3)  satire  (4)  sa- 
tire on  capitalistic  economics  95)  alien  observes  earth  96)  a 
car  uses  blood  for  fuel,  sucking  it  from  the  driver  (7)  satire 
(8)  for  me  the  most  interesting,  a science -fictional  re -telling 
of  my  story  based  on  psychometry  (9)  tiiae  travel  (lO)  appears 
to  be  an  informal,  and  not  very  convincing  talk  on  psychical 
research  (ll)  programming  grows  hair  Instead  of  teeth  (12)  a 
satire;  machine  is  unable  to  produce  results  from  non-thinking 
(13)  a dog’s  fleas  bother  the  title  race  (14)  sample  fan-gab 
(15)  how  the  eye  sees  (16)  identical  individuals  produced  from 
skin-cells  also  re-enact  the  lives  of  their  ancestors  (17) 
metal  monsters  become  cannibals  after  exhausting  sources  of 
metals  for  reproducing  themselves. 

Only  ( 1 ) and  (8)  strike  me  as  worthwhile. 


Svengarro,  Prof.  (Editor) 


Wizards’  Manual:  A Practical  Treatise  on  Ventriloquism 
and  Hypnotism,  Tricks  and  Magic,  Containing  a Choice  Selection 
of  Tricks  and  Games  for  Parlor  Entertainment;  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land, I.  & M.  Ottenheimer,  no  date  88p. 

Only  the  first  few  pages  have  reference  to  inducing  hypno- 
tism; there  is  a short  section  on  ventriloquism,  but  the  reast  of 
the  book  is  comprised  of  stage  magic  tricks  of  most  interest  a^s 
entertainment.  I did  not  read  beyond  the  early  pages,  and  there 
was  nothing  new  to  me  in  those. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  16,  2000 
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Svevo , Italo  (pseudonyra  of  Ettore  Schimitz;  d.l928) 

Confessions  of  Zeno;  Translated  frora  the  Italian  by 
Beryl  de  Zoe te  ; New  York,  Alfred  A.  Knopf,  1930  406p. 

(La  Gonscienza  di  Zeno,  Bologna,  L.  Gappelli,  1923) 

Ostensibly  an  autobiography  written  at  the  request  of 
his  psychoanalyst,  this  is  an  amusing  story  of  a wealthy  man 
who  is  unable  to  quit  smoking,  deceives  his  wife  with  a mis- 
tress and  streetwalkers,  proves  himself  incapable  of  running 
his  own  business  so  leaves  it  in  charge  of  his  fa  therms  old 
manager  and  the  manager's  son,  yet  becomes  bookkeeper  in  the 
business  of  his  wife’s  sister’s  husband,  marries, a girl  with 
a squint  after  being  turned  down  by  two  of  her  three  sisters, 
believes  himself  in  love  with  the  older  of  the  two  who  re- 
fused him,  but  is,  pleased  when  she  loses  her  beauty  and  health, 
at  first  hates,  then  likes  his  brothe r-in-la\J7 , offers  help  in 
business  troubles,  but  is  incompetent  and  fails  to  attend  the 
funeral  when  his  business  partner  commits  suicide,  and  calls 
his  psychoanalyst  incompetent  after  admitting  that  he  has  mis- 
led him  on  factd. 

Although  an  unsuccessful  spiritualistic  seance  is  held 
in  an  early  part  of  the  book,,  there  is  little  other  material 
which  would  make  this  book  of  any  value  in  my  collection.  I 
found  it  interesting  and  amusing,  as  the  author  manages  to 
portray  Zeno  consistently,  in  spite  of  all  his  inconsisten- 
cies. 


n.  ■ 
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Sweetser,  V/esley  D. 


Arthur  Maohen;  New  York,  Grosse t & Dunlap  (1964,  Twayne 
Publishers,  Inn.);  Bibliography;  Index.;  175p. 

The  author  has  evidently  made  a thorough  study  of  Yuchen 
and  selects  his  weird  tales,  Hie  ro^^lyrhics , The  Hill  of  Dreams 
and  Do^.  and  Duck  as  his  works  most  likely  to  survive. 

I am  glad  that  my  earlier  reading  of  HachenHs  books  gave 
me  an  adequate  perspective  to  appreciate  Sweetser’s  comments. 

I agree  with  his  appraisal  of  Nachen’s  limited  appeal  to  the 
casual  reader,  or  to.  the  students  of  '^great  literature’^;  but  T 
am  in  some  doubt  concer-ning  whether  he  has  evaluated  adequately 
Nachen’s  certainty  of  the  reality  of  '^unseen  things 

Sweetser  says  that  Naehen  was  not-  an  occultist  in  the 
sense  of  being  a practitioner.  I agree,  and  1 wonder  if  the 
author  understands  that  ^'’achen^s  interest  was  akin  to  miner 
simply  an  examination  of  occultism  because  it  evokes  wonder  and- 
tries  to  explore  the  nature  of  reality. 

iTachen’s  disrespect  for  "science  arose  from  its  dogmatic 
assertion  that  its  method  was  the  sole  rational  means  of  under- 
standing the  nature  of  the  universe,  while  he  understood  its 
Imitations  and  recognized  that  faith  and  intuition  transcended 
facts  and  were  -thelprincipal  factors  in  enabling  m.an,  limited  by 
his  senses  and  inadequate  knowledge,  to  appreciate  God. 

I think  that  I'^achen^s  view  of  good  and  evil  was  probably 
Independent  of  moral  or  ethical  considerations,  and  that  he 
viev^ed  them  as  ’^principalities  and  powers”,  natural  qualities 
of  the  spirit.  To  attribute  moral  significance  to  ins  tine tive 
behavior  seems  to  me  to  interpret  or  ascribe  meaning  to  the 
results,  rather  than  to  the  performance  of  the  ac'^s  themselves. 

This  book  is  a good  guide  to  the  significance  of  ’’achen’s 
work,  and  to  the  specific  works  which  illuotrate  h!s  beliefs. 


3w instead,  J,  Howard 


In  a Wonderful  Order:  A Study  of ‘Angels;  with  an 
Introduction  by  Lord  Halsbury;  London,  New  York,  Toronto, 
Hodder  and  Stoughton, ( 1911)  137p. 

Based  on  Biblical  sources,  this  is  the  study  by  a be- 
liever of  angels.  As  a summary  of  Christian  belief,  it  is 
possibly  useful. 


Switzer,  Robert 

The  Living  Idol;  Based  on  a screenplay  by  Albert  Lewin; 
{Signet  Book  #1235)  128p, 

Manuel  Blores,  Hexioan  archeologist,  and  his  daughter 
luanita,  are  assisting;  Professor  Stoner  in  exploring  a pyra- 
mid within  a pyramid,  where  they  find  a stone  Jaguar,  sight 
of  which  inspires  Juanita  with  irrational  fear,  Manuel  is 
killed,  by  an  unbalanced  beam,  and  Professor  Stoner  and  his 
wife  Siena  undertake  the  care  of  Juanita,  Terry,  who  loves 
Juanita,’  was  covering  the  story  for  Time . 

After  a year  in  Korea,  Terry  returns  to  Stoner^s  resi- 
dence to  find  that  Juanita,  is  suffering  from  an  undiag:nosed 
illness.  His  presence  revives  her.  Stoner  lectures  to  .many 
students,  among  them  Juanita,  but  Elena  fears  that  with  the 
S'teadying  influence  of  Manuel  no  longer  available,  Stoner  may 
permit  his  unrationalized  ideas  to  lead  him  over  the  border- 
land to  insanity,  especially  since  he  is  often  away  from  his 
residence  and  museum  at  night.  Terry  trails  him  to  the  zoo, 
where,  among  other  animals,  is  a ferocious  Jaguar. 

At  an  evening  lecture,  Stoner  uses  Jaanlta  as  a model 
of  the  sacrificial  virgin  of  the  Mayas.  Terry  and  Juanita 
have  found  a statuette  of  a Mayan  virgin  among  S t one r^s,  ef- 
fects; though  xhundreds  of  years  old,  it  is  an  ima.;-e  of  Juan- 
ita, Stoner  feels  that  only  by  a drastic  experiment  can  he 
cure  Juanita  of  her  irrational  illness,  so  looses  the  zoo 
Jaguar  and,  though  mortally  '■.ounded  by  it,  guides  it  in  his 
car  to  his  home. 

Terry,  called  by  telephone  to  Stoner’s  home,  arrives  in 
time  to  kill  the  Jaguar,  but  finds.  Stoner  dyirp;  in  his  museum, 
everything  in  which  has  been  destroyed  by  the  stone  Jaguar 
v/hich  Stoner  had  reraoved  from  the  pyramid.  The  only  sur\’'iving 
undamaged  item  is  the  statuette  repr^-se n ting  Juanita,  and  the 
professor  knows  by  this,  that  she  is  uninjured,  thoum-h  the 
stone  Jaguar  is  on  its  side,  dead  as  the  living  one.  Plato’s 
’’The  soul  can  wear  out  many  bodi(:^s''  is  the  quotation  which 
the  professor  uses  to  point  up  his  beilief  in  rehacarna ticn , 
and  ancestral  memories  are  the  explana t-i^.a  of  Juanita’s  ill- 
ness 4 

This  is- a hackneyed  treatment  of  an  old  theme,  and  of 
little  importance. 

The  blurb  says:  Robert  Switzer  was  born  ^n  Oanoda  and 
has  spent  much  time  traveling  in  La  tin  America . I-Te  has 
written  numerous  short  stories  and  is  t.hs  author  of  The  Ten't 
of  the  hi  eked  (.Signet  #1S1S). 
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Symonds,  tTohn 

The  Great  Beast:  The  Life  of  Ale  is  ter  Crowley;  Mew 
York,  Roy  Publishers  (1952);  Illustrated;  Index;  Biblio  316p 

This  biography  is  probably  the  .most  conplete  ^^et  issued 
and  should  be  kept  for  reference.  It  is  rather  astonishing 
to  find'  so  nany  well-known  literary  men  and  women  who -v/ere 
acquainted  with  Crowley,  but  not 'surprising  that  most  severed 
the  acquaintance  when  they  got  to  know  him  better. 

Like  most  notorious  magicians,  it  appears  that  Crowley 
v^as  self -deluded;  but  it  is  not  impossible  that  he  was,  as 
Symons  suggests,  more  closely  in  touch  with  his  own  sub-con- 
scious than  raost  men,  and  it  is  clear  that  he  had  personal 
magnetism  of  a most  po^verful  kind,  hypnotic  pov/er,  and  some 
literary  ability. 

That  he  was  a selfish,  ruthless  man  seems  clear^  Also, 
that  he  tried  to  free  himself  from  the  trammels  of  morality 
and  ethics.  But  tradition,  in  the  magical  sense,  enslaved 
'him,  and  ritual  and  ceremony  ^vere  necessary  adjuncts  to  the 
most  routine  events  of  living.  Divination  was  constant  and 
necessary  to  his  planning. 

Having  dissipated  a fortune  of  20,000  pounds  sterling, 
it  is  not  greatly  to  be  wondered  at  that  he  felt  free  to 
borrow  and  cadge  vvhen  penurious,  and  he  did  much  literary 
work,  which,  although  not  commercially  successful,  may  be  of 
great  interest  and  importance  to  the  unders tanding  of  the 
psychology  of  people  like  himself.  Symonds  does  not  succeed 
in  making  Crowley  comprehensible,  and  although  much  work 
went  into  the  making  of  this  book,  many  :'iore  books  vill  be 
written  before  Crowley  can  be  understood. 

His  power  to  Influence  others  caused  the  v/reck  of  many 
lives,  mainly  because  it  is  likely  that  they  s^  w in  him  a 
saviour  who  abandoned  them  to  their  own  inherent  weaknesses. 
Probably  they  v/ould  have  failed  if  they  had  nevem"  known  liin, 
but  in  less  tragic  circumstances.  Is  it  possible  that  A. C. 
could  sense  the  weaknesses  and  instability  in  people,  felt 
impelled  to  sympathize  with  and  help  them,  but  abandoned 
them  heartlessly  when  he  realized  that  his  own  needs  could 
not  be  fulfilled  by . them?  Or  was  his  influence  malign  in 
every  case,  causing  madness,  suicide,  drunkenness,  drug  ad- 
diction, unfa ithfulness? 

I cannot  dismiss  Crowley  as  a fraud.  His  genius  was 
a perverted  one,  and  his  literary  ability,  so  far  as  I can 
estimate  it,  was  not  high.  But  that  there  are  less  ops  to  be 
learned  from  his  life  and  his  teachings,  I ar:  convinced,  and 
only  because  these  are  so  difficult  to  extract  from  the  mass 
of  material  available,  and  because  of  the  danger  of  falling 
into  the  errors  which  ruined  him,  do  I think  the  quest  shmild 
not  be  made  (at  least  by  me)o 
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Symonds,  John  ti'' 


The  Hurt  Runner;  London,  John  Baker  Publishers  Ltd 
(1968,  Symonds)  : 


267t> 


This  is  a kind  of  modernized  version  of  Walter  de  la 
IJare^s  Memoirs  of  a !!Iid/:::et  told  from  the  point  of  view  of  a 
crippled  dwarf,  living  with  his  passionate  mother  and  his 
manic-depressive  grandmother,  who  is  a voyeur  of  his  mother’s 
sexual  activities  and  has  ambitions  as  a pho toprapher  of  fe- 
male nudes-  He  practices  with  his  grandmother’s  young  nurse, 
but  although  she  is  sympathetic  to  his  frustrations,  their 
affair  does-  not  progress  beyond  an  exchange  of  views, 

Disliking  his  father,  who  has  a younger  second  v/ife , 

Baby  is  found  attractive  by  her  and  has  a brief  liason.  His 
mother’s  loveT  murders  her  and  then  commits  suicide,  so  Baby 
goes  .to  Lichtenstein  with  his  grandmother,  after  saying  fare- 
well, to  his  next  .door  neighbor,  a youth  who  has  introduced 
him  to  L3D  and  hashish,  an  orphaned  millionairess,  and  a drug 
oriented  existence. 

Probably  the  most  interesting  part  of  this  book  is  the 
frank  expression  of  the  characters,  who  are  aimless,  frustra- 
ted, seeking  love  but  never  finding  fulfilment. 

This  is  a modern  novel,  but  one . of  no  great  mportance. 


1 ■ 


Symonds,  John 

The  Lady  with  the  Magic  Eyes:  Madame  Blavatsky  - Me- 
dium and  Magician;  New  York,  Thomas  Yoseloff,  (i960)  (1959, 
Symonds);  Illustrated  254p, 

In  the  early  part  of  this  book,  the  author  gives  fairly 
complete  references  to  his  sources,  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
he  hurried  to  conclude  his  book,  scamped  his  research,  and 
relied  greatly  on  Williamses  Priestess  of  the.  Occult,  to 
which  he  made  mention  in  only  one  footnote.  I agree  with 
the  assessment  of  this  volume  which  was  made  in  the  review 
of  it  by  Garrithers  for  the  ASPR. (Vol.LVI , July,  1962,  #3). 
It  is  a popular  and  interesting  account,  but  of  little  use 
to  any  serious  student  of  Madame  Blavatsky. 

The  British  title  of  this  book  was  Madame  Blavatsky, 
Medium  and  Magician. 

Incidental  references  and  the  illustrations  are  the 
main  reasons  for  keeping  this  book  for  reference.  It  is 
also  of  interest  to  read  the  opening  chapters  which  detail 
how  Mr.  Symonds  became  interested  in  the  sub;)ect  of  this 
biography. 


Symons,  Julian 


Mortal  Consequences;  A His tory--From  the  Detective  Story 
to  the  Crime  Novel;  New  York,  Evanston,  San  Francisco,  London, 
Harper  & Row  (1972,  Author);  Index  269p. 

This  is  an  excellent  study  of  the  mystery  story,  which 
concentrates  on  the  British  writers  but  also  mentions  most  of 
the  important  American  writers.  The  index  makes  it  a reference 
easy  to  access. 

Symons  points  out  that  most  of  the  early  detective  novels 
concentrated  on  the  plot  and  puzzle  aspects,  to  the  exclusion 
of  character  and  drairetics,  and  that  Hammett  started  the  crime 
novel  which  also  dep4ct^ed  the  social  milieu.  He  agrees  with 
me  in  considering  The  Glass  Eey  the  best  of  Hammett’s  novels. 

His  comparison  of  Hammett  and  Chandler  is  perceptive  and 
I agree  with  his  conclusion  that  Hammett  was  the  more  important 
of  the  two.  He  mentions  his  choices  of  good  writers  and  novels 
and  as  a writer  himself,  likely  I should  respect  his  ,1ude:ments. 


JIJEmiORS-CKRISTIiii:  CHjRCH 
^ , C..LGARY,  ALBERTA 

A REPORT  TO  THE  FELLOWSHIP  Of  CliRISTIiN  CHURCHES 
IN  TffiSTERN  CANADA 
April  28,  1979 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  of  FCCWC,  the  f ollov/ing  items  have  been  a 
part  of  our  histoiy  at  Glenmorei 

lo  Change  in  Reporting  Period,  tof  January  1 — December  31,  same  year* 

2o  Constitutional  Revision  reflecting  our  relationship  'vith  the  United  Church 
of  Canada* 

3o  Education  Programj  Liimng  The  Word  Series,”  Chr  is  ti  an  Hduc  at  ion  tS  hared  Approaches”. 
4*  Week  of  Compassion  Giving:  S'O 

5*  Worship  including  emphasis  on  International  Year  of  tlie  Child. 

Average  attendance  has  increased  from  45  to  72,  over  the  same  three  month 
period  in  197S.  (February,'-- April) 


6»  I'lembership  Statistics: 

Total  ncYf  coimitments  to  Jesus  Christ  & His  Church  since  September,  1978:  26* 
(Children  coming  via  the  families  of  these  commitments:  24) 


19  thru  transfer 
7 new  Christians 

7o  Glenmore  has  entered  into  !^ission  Development  through  a Doctoral  Program  of 
Brite  Divini^  School,  Texas  Christian  University*  We  are  in  the  midst  of 
analysis  and  eoipect  -co  have  our  first  Mission  Project  ready  for  examination  by 
May  27,  1979. 

8.  Cooperation  v/ith  Calgary  Presb;)terj^,  of  the  United  Church  of  Canada,  has  intensi- 
fied in  recent  weeks,  with  the  appointment  of  a Task  Force  to  guide  congregational 
development  and  clarify''  relationships  between  Glenmore  and  Presbytery. 

We  are  encouraged  from  looking  at  the  overall  picture  at  Glenmore.  And,  we  are 

grateful  for  your  prayerful  and  financial  support. 


Sincerely, 


Mr.  Gordon  Bandola 
Repres  entative 
Glenmore  Christian  Church 


